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PREFACE

I norz that the judicious readers of this book will
say that it raises more questions than it settles
It is very difficult to know anything of Natural
Seience; very difficult to know anything of true
Religion ; most difficult to express one’s sense of
the relation between these two things, and not
less diffieult as they hoth grow to be matters
of vital and constant interest. I have very few
answers to give on the subject I have ventured to
touch; would rather, by much, put new questions
to such readers as [ gain. Tn particular, I am
convinced that the teachers of the nation and
members of the clergy are quite ready to examine,
and, if possible, to accept, the lessons of Natural
Science and of Modern Thought; and that no
harm would be done if the suggestion got abroad
that scientific doctrine is complicated and hard
to master; that different parts of it vary much
in the scale of certainty ; and that the bearing of
it all upon religions faith and praetice necds a
much more critical examination than it has yet
received, before 1t s ma.ﬂle the occasion of *recon-
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stroctions ' or new statements of the doctrine
drawn from Divine Revelation.

There are some who, in presence of the attacks
of Naturalist-Agnosticism, are anxious to show
just how much of that which is supposed to be
essential to faith is really external to it if not
actually alien from it

Sach a work may be very necessary; but one
may doubt the wisdom of undertaking it in a
moment or in & mood of anxiety, At such a
time the enterprise will engage the energies of
many very earnest Christians who, by the way,
will differ widely among themselves about the
exact extent of the matter to be dispensed with,
But it will also attract the less disereet efforts of
some who, under colour of lightening the ship,
would cheerfully heave the passengers overboard,
For we must not forget that if there are some
believers who are distressed by the form of the
Creed there are many more who are ©offended’
by hearing it eriticised ; who are driven away by
cOnecessions,

Nor are we quite safe from the intrusion, at
such a moment, of another class of reformers who
find their opportunity to lessen faith in the very
business of refoting some attacks npon it.

When these come on the scene of debuate, it is
as if spectators of a matron mueh buffeted by the
wind should seize the oceasion to make off with
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her cloak and umbrella. These are not part of
her ; but they are hers. And clothing also has its
value.

There is no need for a hurry into certitudes of
Modern Thought ; and it may be the fact that in
past discussions danger arose not from the rais-
ing of questions but from the swift provision of
ALSWELS,

If we turn from controversy to the more attrac-
tive fields of pore Natural History, and the riches
which apt analogy brings thenee to popular
religion, we of the clergy stand in no need of
special encouragement,

At any rate the pastoral use of scientific topies
should be founded wpon & moderately laborious
research. There are few things so perilons as
knowledge lightly won: and this is particularly
evident when Science in Sport is made Scrmons
in Earnest.

PN W,

Westumixeren, Noo, 6, 1900

]






CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1
FaGH
Tar Prax or TuE Boox | . i i . £ 1
i CHAFTER 1I
l Tue Posrtios . : . : 3 : ; .12
' CHAPTER 111
l Tee Prace o Dievioviries 18 TooUsHT i P
b CHAPTER 1V
f' Boore Pamnviovias Dooviovrries: Nore o TOE
i Wors “Monex' . . . . . . 4
}. CHAPTER V
Tar Meemiwc or Derrcvcries: Porvras Boows . 47
', CHAPTER VI
t Tue Mermixe or Divrrovrnries : Song Meruons o
| Dysopssion . : : . i . 54
I

CHAPTER VII

Tue Meerive o Dhevrounries; Tug  [neast
Critrgue : UHRISTIAN 3¢EEHCH 1 \ S



