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PREFACE.

No one conversant with the religious public, and who, at the
same time, feels interested in the cause of God and truth,
gan doubt the importence of the questions proposed in the
title-page of this work ; nor can such a one deay that Dis-
senters are not in the way of having their voics heard either in
or out of Parliament in the present day, there not being one
of them in the Ministry, or in the House of Lords, and but
very few in the House of Commons. Let it not excite sur-
prise, then, that one of this unfavoured ¢lass should moot the
questione above referred to, and should answer them on his
own part, and according to his own conviction.

Nor can the Romanist, or the Anglican, object to the mode
of putting the question; for both the Churchmen and the
Dissenter consider Christ as the founder of our religion,
and both consider it their duty to avoid a departure from
“ the faith once delivered to the saints.” Thus at liberty,
we proceed on the part of the DMssenters, first—to atate the
OnraivaTion of Dissent, in order that we might no longer
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be charged with faction or schiem in dissenting, seeing it
was by a sort of moral compulsion that we thus dissented ;
snd then, secondly—to state our MoTivES for such conduct,
which will be found—in fidelity to Christ, our “ one Master
and Lord"—in loyalty to God, s the * Great King,"” and
#“The Most High over all the earth”—in adherence to
primitive purity—and in & reference to the first and original
import of the words used in the controversy, as well as to
the primary etate of things in “the Church of the Living
God.* Can a fairer method of coming at the truth be de-
vised? If so, let it be muggeated. Upon this ground, then,
we stand resdy to maintain our footing, as the real friends
of the cause of God and truth ; and let the Great Head of
the Church, who is Himeelf “the Truth,” and has * the
Spirit of Truth” in his gift, decide the interesting questions !
To thesa three questions we have appended another, as a
leading one of the day, in reference to ihe sommexion of the
Church with the State, making our appesal to the Beripture,
as the only “ judge to end the strife.” May that eatnest
desire to make God'a # testimonies™ hia “ counsellors™ which
possesses the breast of the writer, possess, also, the breast
of the reader.
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PART I

THE ORIGINATION OF DISSENT:

BEING

AN EXPOSE

oF THE

“ COARSE PULLEYS & DIRTY ROPES"*

AT WOBE IN BRINGING FORTH

THE ACT OF UNIFORMITY,
COMPELLING TO 4
Bigdent from the Church of Englany,
A8 DRAWN FROM

BISHOP BURNET'S “ HISTORY OF HIS OWN TIME."

® ] have been behind the scemes—I have seen all the coarse
pulleys and dirty ropes which exhibit and move the grody machine”

Lonn CHesTRBYIELD—thongh on annther subjecd



