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Buaeau oF INDUSTRIAL STATISTICE,
Provipesce, R, L, January 31, 1914,

To His Excellency Aram J. Pothier,
Governor of the Slate of Rhode fstand:

Str;~—I have the honor to present to you, and through you to the
General Assembly, the twenty-sixth annual repert of the Com-
missioner of Industrial Statistics of the State of Rhode Island. |

Respectfully,
GEORGE H. WEBB,

Comimissioner.
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INTRODUCTION

The twenty-seventh annual report of the Commissioner of Industrial
Statistics contains the first analysis of the Rhode [sland Workmen's
Compensation Act, eomplete data pertaining to the workings of the
set for the first year of its establishment, compiled from reports
received from 2,018 establishments; a bulletin on Rhode Island
Business Conditions, and the annual bulletin of the Rhode Island
Btate Free Employment Offica; a bulletin on Union Wage Earners in
Rhode Island, and a Directory of Trade [nions; a resums of Strikes
and Lockouts in Rhode Island for the past yvear, and the annual
compilation of statistics of Municipal Finances of the cities and towns
in Rhode Island for 1913.

The analyais of the Rhode Island Workmen's Compensation Act and
the accompanying data, iz the first report of its kind in this State.
Representing as it does the resulta of an investigation of the workings
of the law in one of the most compaet industrial centers of the United
States, as well as a diversity of interests which serve to bring out many
points in the law and its enforcement, deserving of eareful consider-
ation, it is hoped that the labor entailed in its preparation and pre-
sentation may be beneficial to employers and to wage earners alike.
It covered 2,018 establishments, employing mnearly 156,600 wage
earners, showing 43 deaths, and 11,953 accidents, with disbursements
on account of the same amounting to $198,328,

The bulletin on the condition of business in Rhode Island for 1913, -
shows o slight gain—though below the normal—in the trade and
commerce of the State for the year past, and the entry of 1914 with
optimism for the year to come, although actusl reports for the time
being show a considerable reduction in number of wage earners
employed and in hours of labor,



Vi INDUSTRIAL STATIETTOS.

The Btate Free Employment Office found moere places for un-
employed wage earners by 25 per cent. than in any year since 1909.

The second annual bulletin on Union Wage Earners in Rhode Island
" indicates an incresse of 11 inthe number of Labor Unions in the State,
and a slight increase in membership, due largely to the formation
of the Amalgamated Association of Electrie and Street Raillway Men's
Division, No. 618, during the past vear, with its membership of 2,380.

The bulletin on Strikes and Lockounts showed that there were 44
gtrikes in Rhode Island during the yvear ending November 30, 1913,
participated in by 6,659 wage earners, covering periods ranging from
one to thirty-one working dﬁ.ﬁ.

The time actually lost to employers and to employees alike, aggre-
gate 72,288 days, involving & loss to wage earners of approximately
$122,855, and to employers in value of production of $350,000.

Owing to the fact that Bhode Island still has no State Law com-
pelling employers of labor to report labor difficulties to the Commis-
sioner of Industrial Statistios, detailed information in regard to exact
cause, effects and resulte cannot be presented in the report.

It ia only by reference to the daily press, supplemented by such
information as the Commissioner can obtain with his limited resources,
that any record of labor troubles in Rhode Island can be compiled.

Sueh money as the Commissioner of Industrial Statistics is obliged
to expend to secure this desired information, could be entirely saved
by the paesage by the General Assembly of a law requiring employers
to give to the Commissioner, within a reasonable length of time,
detailed information pertaining to every strike oeeurring in the State.

Such nformation would be more accurate than that now oblained
in a round-gbout method, and the presentation of facte pertaining
to laber difficulties in & comprehensive manner would inevitably tend
to reduce the same in number az well as in severity. ’

Rhode Yeland wage earners are of a particularly high grade in
both workmanship and intellect; and it would be to their benefit as
well as to employers of labor, if the reporting of sirikes be made
compulsory.
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It would not only be inleresting, but it would also be beneficial
to the entire population of the Btate, if accurate statistics showing
_what strikes do snd do net accomplish in one of the greatest manu-
facturing communities of the country could be yearly collated and
collaborated in an accurste manner,

Tt is for this reason that the Commissionsr of Industrial Statisties
recommends the passage by the 1914 General Assembly of a law
requiring employers of labor to codperate with this Buresu in the
reporting of Btrikes and Lockouts in Rhode Tsland.

The 44 strikes which oceurred in Rhode Island indicate how little
trouble or work such a law would bring to the employers of this State.

The statistics of Munieipal Finances for the thirty-nine cities and
towns of Rhode Island, involving receipts and disbursements approxi-
mating $19,000,0(6) have been obiained and tabulated, but this work is
80 laborious, a0 intricate and so unaatisfactory, unless morecodperation
is secured from the various town treasurers of the State, that unless
someof the suggestions of this offiee made in its twenty-fifth and
twenty-sixth anonual reports are adopted, or more codperation in the
work is evidenced on the part of those who could make it compara-
tively easy, this bulletin will be omitted in the future.

It would be mere nonsense to sfate that the study of Municipal
Btatistics i time wasted, or that carefully prepared suggestions
resulting from a study of the treasurer’s reports of the tlr;ir‘ﬁ.}'-niua
cities and towns of the State are not worthy of consideration and in
some cased at least, of adoption.

Without repeating the suggestions emanating from this office for
the past two years, the Commissioner once more asks for their
ponsideration by a cammittee of the 1914 General Assembly.






