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PREFACE.

As the author of * Memoirs of my Youth ™
laid bare his heart to the world for the sake
of dollars, 2o T have been indueed to gather
from my friends thege letters, and bind them
into a book.

I bad perfect sight. I Wﬂﬂ(hl one short
month a bride, a widow, end blind ;) yet
Providence has made it needful for me to do
something to provide for myself food and
raiment. ’

Upon the lose of my sight, I was, through
the inflnence of Senator Backus, of Rochester,
allowed to spend one year at the New York
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Institution for the Blind ; which time expired,
and I embarked in the little enterprise of pub-
lishing this volume, by scliciting subseribers
who would give their names and pay me in
advance. i

Accordingly, with my prospectus in my
hand, I first waited npon the Board of Man-
agers of the Institution, who lent me their
inflaence, and sanctioned my efforts by sab-
seribing for several copies each. The next
day I waited npon the gentlemen of the City
Hall, and, encouraged by their kindness,
thence passed on through Broadway, Wall,
South, and most of the principal streets of the
city ; and now that my task is ended, and my
little book is about going to the publishers, I
have not an unpleasant memory sassociated
with the whole affair. In the hurry of busi-
neeg, in the intricacies of law, and amidst
problems half solved, gentlemen have laid
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