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PREFACE.

Tae three books De Officiis belong to the
exoteric works of Cicero on the philosophy of
morals, Although the illustrations are chiefly
derived from Roman history, the foundation of
the work is confessedly of Greek origin. In
the first two books Cicero follows the treatise
wepl xaltpeovris of Panmtius; but these hooks
contain many hints derived from other Greek
writers, The third book is founded on a treatise
by Heeato the Stoic concerning the same sub-
ject. It is virtnally a short essay on casuistry.
- The three books are addressed to his son
Marcus, who st the time of their composition
was residing at Athens, under the instruction
of Cratippus, the Peripatetic. The work was
written in the latter end of August, 5.c. 44,

. In preparing this edition for the press, I
have endeavoured to give all that was necessary
for the elucidation of the text in the most con-
cise form possible. The text is that of Zumpt,
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and many of the notes are translated and
abbreviated from the larger edition of that
critic. I have incorporated also many short
observations from the Heunsingers.

The books De Officiis were carefully and
widely studied during the middle ages; and
sn edition of the work by Fust and Schéffer
(Mayence, 1465) is amongst the earliest speci-
mens of typography. No classical work is
more generslly adopted in our educational
institutions in the present day than the De
Officiis; and I know of none which has claims
to displace it. In my experience, I have
found that the best Latin writers among my
pupils were those who had most carefully
perused this most careful and elaborate compo-

Gronoe B, WaerLEr, AM,,
Trin. Col,, Dub.
June 1sf, 1863,
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MARCUM FILIUM,
LIBER PRIMUS,

ARGUMENRTUM,

Coe Cicero, Reipnblice libertate sublsta, sa a3 philosophie
studinm retolisset, mu ne illustres ejus locos Latinis Lteris
iliustraeaet, suscepit ad filiom, Athenis stndiis literarom operam
tantem, do officiis scribers, non modo, ot hic guogue locus, gmoi
latissime petet, Latinis literts illustraretur, sed etism, quod esset
mtati Ciceronis flii et auctoritati poreotis aptissimus.  Quen-
guam sutem hes questio communis esb omeiam philesophoram ;
tamen his pene mul, qui summom booum Lmauhh medi-
untur, Eempe icorum, Feripateticornm, et Stoicorum,
gui in constituendo summo bono verbis magis, quam re, disere-

bant.  Secntns ergo Cietre eat in hoe guestione polisimim
.g.‘lmml.' b ex eorum fontibas, judicio arbitratugue suo, quaniam,
quogus modo visum est, beusit. Trdite officli et defivitions ef
divisiome, guingue fucit geners deliberationis in eonwilio eapi-
undo ; primum, honestumne fecto sit an turps, qood in delibers-
tionem endil; alterum, conducaiee sn noceat; reliqua vero, nbi
eum  honesto ot id quod videtur niils, et cum alind alio
honestins aut ufiling widetur, utrum u]te;t sit gzsqmd.um In
tres igitar partss totwm dispotlationem distribuit, quarem prima
:ﬂ,&lep]:olﬁtu, alters de uiili; sed dapliciier 'qlra?[m; et tertin
e comparatione eorum.  Frimam formam quemdam honesti ex-
hibet 1 naturs hrmana duoetam, ciusgue guatuor partes faeit,
napirntiam, justitinm, i et fortilndinem son magni-
todinem animt, ex gitbos singalis corta quedsm officia nascuntar,
rap. 4. Ac de his guatnor partibus fase disputst, of guomodo
nb ils ofcin duenntor, cetendit, eap. 5. 42, Huie disputstion
shibeit de comparativoe honesti, de duobes hooestis utrum
honesting, eap, 43, ke —EawEsTUS,

Da bis libris Plinies in prcfatione: Qua columing efus edir-
ernda, now modo in manides kabenda ndsti,  Incepit cos seribore
mortno Cmssre, com solus consul easet Anlonios, Epist. 13,
lib, xv. ad Attic.  Sed abaolvit Hirlio et Pansa coss. paulo snie
mortem guam, ot cogeoeciiur e lbro zvi, earumdem episicla-
rum.—Munerus,

B
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LIBER PRIMUS.

I Quamqguax te, Marce fili, annum jam sodien-
tem Cratippum, idque Athenis, abundare oportet pre-
ceptis mstitutisque philosophim, propter summam et
dectoris  auetoritatem et urbis; gquormm alter te
seientia augers potest, altera exemplis: tamen, ut
ipee ad meam utilitatem semper cum Grocis Latina
comjunzi, neque id in philosophia solum, sed etiam
in dicendi exercitatione fiaci ; id tibi censeo faciundum,
ut par sis in uiriusque orationis facnltate. Quam
guidem ad rem nos, ut videmur, magnum attolimus
adjumentum hominibus nostris, ut non modo Gre-
earum litterarnm rudes, sed etiam doctl, aligunantom
s¢ arbitrentur adeptos et ad dicendom, et ad jodi.
candum. Quam ob rem disces tu quidem & principe
hojus mtatie philosophorum, et disces, quam din
voles: tam din antem velle debebis, quoad te, quan-
tum proficisns, nom penitebit. Sed tamen nostra
logens, non multum a Peripateticis diesidentis,
quoniam utrique et Soeratiei of Platonicl esse volu-
mus; (de rebus ipsis utere tuo judicio, nihil enim
impedio) orationem antem Latinam profesto legendie
nogtria efficics pleniorem, Nec vero arroganter hoo
dictum existimari velim. Nam philosophandi seiem-
tiam concedens multis, quod est oratoris proprium,
apte, distinote, ornate dicere, quoniam in eo studio
wtatem consumeal, & id mihi sssnmo, videor id meo
jure guodam modo vindicare. Quam ob rem magno
opere te hortor, mi Cicero, ut nom solum oratiomes
meas, sed hos etiam de philosophia libros, qui jam
illia fere mquarunt, studiose legas. Vie enim dicendi
major est in illis, sed hoc gquogue colendum est
mquabile et temperatum orationis genus, Et id
gquidem nemini video Grecornm adhue contigisse, ut
idem wiroque in genere claboraret, sequereturgue eb
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illnd foremss dicendi, et hoo quictum disputandi
geous : nisi forte Demetrins Phalerens in hoo numero
baberi potest, disputator eubtilis, orator parum vehe.
mens; doleis tamen, nt Theophrasti diseipulum
poegia agmosrers. Nos sutem gquantum in atroque
pmfwmmun. alioram git judicinm : ntrumagoe certe
gecnti gumus,  Equidem et Platonem existimo, =i
genus forense dicendi tractare volnisset, grk'nmmg
et copiosiseime potuisse dicers; et Demosthenem, si
illa, que 8 Platone didicerat, tennisset et pronuntiare
volnisset, ornate eplendideque facere potuisse, He-
demque modo de Aristotele et Isocrate judico: quo-
rum wtergue gno studio delectatns contemait alterum,
II. Bed cum statuissem soribere ad te aliquid hoe
tempore, multa posthae, ab eo ordini volul maxime,
gquod eb mtati tue ceset aptissimum, ¢t suctoritat
mem. Nam cnom mults sint in philosophia et gravia
et utilin aocurate copioseque a philosophis disputata «
latisgime patere videntur ea, qum de officiis tradita ab
illis et prmcepta sunt. Nulla enim vite pars negue
publicis, neque privatis, negue forensibus, neque do-
mesticis in rebog ; neque sl tecum agoe quid, neque
Bi cum altero contrahas, vacare officio potest: in
eoque et colendo sita vite est honestas omnis, et in
negligendo turpitudo.  Atque hsoe gquidem quastio
communis est omunivm  philosophorum, Quis est
enim, qei nollis officii preceptis tradendis philo-
pophum se andeat dicere? Sed sunt nomnulle disci-
pling, que propoesitis bonorum et malorum fnibua
officinm omne pervertunt. Nam qui summum bonnm
pic instituit, nt nihil habest oum virtote conjunctam,
idgue suis commaodis, non honestate metitur; hie si
gibi ipse comsemtiat of non interdiin naturs bonitate
vineatur, neque emicitiam colere poasit, nee justitiam,
nec liberalitatem. Fortia voro, dolorem summum
malum judicans, ant temperzns, voluptatem summym
bonum stabuens, csse curte nullo modo potest. Qum
B2



