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THE NEW MORALITY

CHAPTER L

TEE EJETH AND GROWTH OF MOBALITY

Berore man wag, the rudimentary sense of morality
existed among amimals. During the pre-scientifie
gtages of human thought, the baaste that perish were
regarded with contempt, and the possession of
ressoning capacity was denied tothem. Iiis true that
certain animals were looked upon with saperstitioms
reverence ; but it was long ere men began to frace &
erude sense of right and wrong back to their lowly
companions of the earth. Plessure and pain men
ghared with the brutes, and in mere physical sensation
mankind acknowledged a kinship with all breathing
creatures. Yet men failed to realize that “ the tribal
conacience,” that safeguard of the individual and
the community, which experience fostered, had its
analogue in the display of sympathy and mutnal pro-
tection afforded by gregarious animals.

The sentinel bird that braves death before deserting
its post, the feeble herb-eating mammal that defends
ite helpless young with supreme courage against the
attack of the deadly carnivore, the dignified and
magnanimous dog thet patiently endures the menacen
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THE BIRTHE AND GEOWTH OF MOBALITY T

hard to acknowledge this strange cessation of life as
natural, primitive man conceived that in his being
there were two parte—a bodily and a epiritual.
Hence arose supernatural belief, and the theory of the
existence of soul or immortal essence, though for ages
men belisved that souls existed in a material form
upon earth after death, and that they experienced
physieal deeires and needs.

When we reflect with what difficulty many persons
in eivilised countries understand the laws of eausation
in respect of quite simpls phenomens, we may readily
apprehend how savage minds naturally resorted to
supernatoral explanations when confronted by the
mysteries of life and death. The evil and the
sufforing of existencs were thus mseribed to the
influence of spirits. Omne primitive brain conceived
the idea that & bad spirit urged men to such anti-
social acts as slaying or robbing within the triba,
while famine and pestilence were attributed to the ill-
will of a super-human being. It was difficult fo
explain the good and evil forres in ths world. Dread
succeeded the animistic beliaf that man shared life
with tress and rocks, and men began to quail at the
voice of enraged gods when thunder reverberated
among the hills. But the great spirit was nof always
wrathful. He gave the sunshine and shower and
inerease of the fruita of the earth; he shed joys and
blessings, and men learned to adore as well as to
fear.
From these beginnings sprang the great faiths of
the world. Religion took morality into its proteetion,
and until to-day it claims to be the soures of moral
aspiration and rectitude of conduet. It ism with the
morality of Christian theologians that we are af



