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PREFACLE

It is the aim of this book to create an interest in
specific knowledge regarding the work of municipal
governments, and to arouse a certain kind of hero-
worship for the men who are carrying out this work.
QOur policemen, our firemen, our inspectors of sanitary
conditions, our builders of parks, our overseers of the
poor, our school commuttees, and other officials and
employees taken together are the guardians of our
municipal hfe.

‘These unpretentious lessons have grown out of my
actual cxperience during my years of supervision in the
Lowell State Normal Practice Schools.

Believing that the majority of children are more in-
terested in street scenes and actual life about them
during the years that they attend the grammar schools
than later when members of high schools and academies,
where their interests are diversified, I have felt that a
knowledge of the principles and duties of good govern-
ment should be presented in the elementary schools.
Moreover, I have not only found that these young citi-
zens are keenly interested in the study of civies, but I
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vi PREFACE

have also discovered that this branch of knowledge is
a bond between the schoolroom and the home. In
these days of psychological and pedagogical teaching
there is little opportunity for parents to codperate with
children in school work. These little studies in good
covernment afford just such an opportunity; the home
anecdotes of actual cxperience serve to aid the boy
and girl in their own researches,

I am under special obligation to the following friends,
who have been most gracious in their interest in this
book, giving their services to read the manuscrpt, to
take photographs, and to collect data: Mr. Horace H.
Knapp, Chairman of the Board of Health of Lowell;
Colonel George Billings, Commissioner of Immigration,
Boston; Mr. J. EE, McCarthy, General Agent of Trus-
tces for Children, Boston; Mr. Natt H, Hutchins, North
Billerica: Mr. Edward S. Hosmer, Chief Engineer of
the Fire Department of Lowell; Mr. Hugh Downey,
Lieutenant of the Police of I.owell; Mr. E. T. Hart-
man, Secretary Massachusetts Civic League, Boston;
Mr. Francis W. Farwell, Chicago, 1llinois; Mr. Joseph
H. Wade, New York City; Mr. William H. Shiels,
Street Department, Boston; Mr. John B. Crowley, Ser-
geant of Police, Lowell; Mr. Edward F. Slattery, Pro-
bation Officer, Lowell; Mrs. Lucia A. Mead, Boston:
Mr. Charles A. Whittet, Superintendent of Parks,
Lowell; Mr. Edwin D. Mead, Boston: Miss Jane Bradt,
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Lowell; Miss Ada Locke, Lawrence; Miss Luanna
DeCatur, Westford, Massachusetts; Mr. K. J. Thomas,
Superintendent of Water Works of Lowell; Mr. S, E.
Raymond, Lowell Gas Light Co,; Mr. N. A. Warren,
Superintendent of Middlesex County Truant School,
North Chelmstord ; Miss Helen .. Parrish, of the Octavia
Hill Association, Philadelphia; and Mr. Paul U. Kel-
logg, “ Charities,” New York City. [ am also indebted
to Collier's Weekly, for the photograph of the National
Democratic Convention at St. Louis; to I'rederick H,
Wagner, for the photograph of the Republican Conven-
tion at Chicago; and to the Edison Electric Illuminating
Company of Boston, for a photograph of their L Street
station. It would be a very long list were I to include
those who have also been helplul with suggestions. Of
these there have been many, and they must accepl my

eratitude in the aggregate.
THE AUTHOR.

4 Park 51, LoweLr, MassacHUSETTS,
March 5, 1gob.
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