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Your gbedicnt servanta,

Jorr P, TiNoErT,
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Haigsispuse, Muroh 18th, 1863,

Gentrxsen : I have your note of this ﬁoming. 1 am willing to be
guided eutirely by yonr wishes and judgment as to the publicution of
my lecture. The manusaript is therefore at your servies. .

With great respeet,
I am your obedient servant,

To Mesers, Jous P. YVincexry,
A, W. Bexmpicr,
Wincian Hamnr,
Gronen, CorynLn,
And athers.
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OUR NATIONAL. CONSTITUTION.

My subject is the adaptation of the Federal Constitution to a
state of insurrection.

Hoping that I may eucceed in presenting some clear views of
the change wrought by war npon this framework of National life,
and of the dormant energies it starts into activity, I shall endea-
vor to remember that a popular lecture demands more thon close
logie and dry detail. !

. The traznsition our country has undergone, iz exquisitely pain-
ful. Plunged by » wicked rebellion, from s state. of peace and
high prosperity, into an abyss of vuin, she presents & spectacle
unexampled in the past,—aave in that rebellion, desoribed in the
grand epic of Milton, when the race iteelf was buried beneath
the desolation of the fall. , . '

How blest was the cherm in the poet’s lines, which, in earlier
days, you have repested with swelling heart and highborn
bope:

& Columbia, Columbial to glory arise,
The queen of the world, and the child of the skies!”

And you felt how dear to you was the gountry that gave you
birth, or in whose happy bosom you found en ssylum from the
wrongs and oppressions of other lands. But if the America of
gixty yesrs ago could thus inspire the poet, and fornish to his
lay a subject more neble than ever Calliope bresthed in heroic
pumbers, or Homer sang, what was the Ameries of three short
years ago, when she proudly stood the cynosure of nations, the-
kome of liberty, and the exemplar of republics!

O, my country! if ever I could wish the fire of genius to light
up the dark chambers of my soul, and inspire my heart with the



poet’s fervor, as well an the patriot’s love, it would be to deseribe
thee ag thou wert, and ag, to my fond, confiding hope, thou
seemedst destined ever to bel

From the pime-clud hills of Maine to the grassy glades of
Texas; from the busy marts of the Atlantic to the golden gate
of the Puacific,—bearing the fruits of every clime, abounding in
the products of every zone,—this delightful bome of man spread
ite vast fiflds of culture, its exhenstless mines, end its coontless
avennes of trade, to s busy, a happy, and a prosperous i}ecple.

No dream of Utopia ever saw man so favored, or scene eo fair,
The gifts of Providence, held by no miserly hand, showered -
down abundance, far above ordinary wants, Never had geunt,
lean-ribbed Famine stalked through the land, ealling for heca-
tombs to appease his hungry sacrifice.

Labor, unlike that of older lands, eking out a scazity subsist-
ence, rewarded here, ever produced a surplos; while the door to
lesrning, wealth, and fame, opened to the humble and the high.

Her commerce whitened every sea, and anchored in every
port. Bounding over mountaine, leaping ocesns, and crossing
the Antarctie, her eona evereame every obstacle,—ansesling the
closed ports of Japan, soundiog the Dead Sen, and Ia.ymg bate a
Bouth Polar contingnt. ,

That bright censtellation, which sparkled upon ';he flag of
Liberty, but cmblematized the Union of 3tates; which, plant-
ing its first signal station oo the erest of Mount Washington,
and, pausing for & moment oo the tops of the Alleghanies,
faltered not until it had spanned a continent, and rested on the .
the pesks of the Gelden Btate.

8o stood thin Federal Union in 1860, a synonyme of power,
the tomple of freedom, and a Light to the world, when South
Carolina, raging with diabolism, and drunken with passion, fran-
tically cut the golden oord of Union, which bound her to liberty,
prosperity, and bonor; agd like a bark suddenly burst from her
moorings, rushed npon the foaming sea of Secession. This was
on the 20th day of December, 1860. On the Tth, 11th, 12th,
_18th, and 28th of January, 1861, Missiesippi, Alabama, Florida,
Georgis, and Louisiana, respectively, ond Texas on the 1st day
of February, passed their ordicances of &eunamun, and plonged
into the same frightful gulf of ruin.



II

On this first day of February, 1861, while the old administra-
tion was yet in power, and before the Federal Government had
picked up the gauntlet of wer, thrown down by Becession, let
us pauss a moment, to consider the true character of secession,
in referenee to the Conatitution of the United States.

The world is governed by names. Never was & great crime
in nationel life committed nnder its appropriate appellation, but
wicked men have ever sought to dignify or justify it under the
name of some virtue. Call it patriotiem, eall it honor, or glory,
or what you will, and vail it under the mild term, secession;
but before the firat day of Febroary, 1861, sceession was trea-
son,—ireason of the plainest stomp, as defined in the Constitu-
tion; its svowed porpose the overthrow of the (Government, its
accomplishment by foree of arma,

“TPreason agsinst the United States™ (says the Constitution)
“ghall consist only in fevying war, againet them, or in adhering
to their enemies, giving them eid and comfort.”

Fortunately, the phrase “levying war' received a settled inter-
pretation in the best days of the republio. In the trial of Aaron
Barr, C. J. Marshall held this term to be technical, borrowed
from the English statute, and he adds, ' It is searcely conceiva-
ble that the torm was oot employed by the framors of the Con-
gtitution in the sense whieh bas been affixed to it by those from
whom we borrowed it."”

* Levying war,”" says Lord Hale, in his Pleas of the Orown, '
% g direst, when the war is levied directly against the Govern-
ment, with intént to overthrow it; such, for instance, as holding
any of the Government's forts or ships, or attacking them, or
delivéring them up to the vebels through treachery.”

* In the United States ve. Fries, it waa said, “ If & body of men

congpire or meditate an insurrection to resist or oppose the ex-
ecution of any statute of the United States by force, they are
guilty of » high misdemeanor ; bint if they proceed to carry such
intention into execution by foree, they are thon guilty of tremson .
by levying war.” |

In the trial of the Christiana ricters in this State, Judge Grier,
following thia early interpretation of the fathers, laid down the
law of treason, thus: * That the levying war against the United
States ia not necessarily to be judged alone by the number and



