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Winmiwaror, N. C., Feb. 5, 19086,
Junius Davis, Fsq.

Dear Sig:—The undersigned, your fellow-citizens, having
read with great interest and satisfaction your admirable con-
tribution to North Carclina history, entitied, “Some Facts
About John Paul Jones,” published in the “South Atlantie
Quarterly,” and desiring that this unique elucidation of the
mystery of Chevalier Jones' adopted name be published in
pamphlet form, in order that it may be placed in publie libra-
ries and in private eollections for future guidance, most cor-
dially felicitate you upon its production and request your
permission for its more extended circulation.

Yours faithfully,

(Bigned) A. M. Wavperr,
Jorx D). Tavror,
Q. P. Musnzs,
Roperr STRANGE,
E. 8. MazrTIN,
W. B. McKor,
G. & Troaas,
Crarrow Grives,
C. W. Worry,
J. G. DeR. Hasrronw,
Jamgs SpeunT,

(MR, pavis' REPLY.)
February 7, 1806.

Desr Bies:—Your courteous request for permission to
republish in pamphlet form my article on Paul Jones, wluch
recently appeared in the “South Atlantic Quarterly,”
been received, and, as Mr. Edwin Mims, cne of its ed1tora,
has cordially approved this proposal on bemg apprized there-
of, I have to add with this permission my graeefu] thanks for
your kind. appreciation of my work.

Youra truly, Juwros Davia.
2



Some Facts About John Paul Jones
BY JUNIUS DAVIS,
Member of the Wilmington, N._C_. Har.

Thanks to the generous and untiring zeal of our late ambas-
sador to France, the grave of John Paul Jones has recently
been discovered in Paris, and his remains have been removed
by the government to this country for interment at Annapolis,
This discovery has revived the interest which our people have
always taken in the career of this illustrious eaptain of the
seas, and hus of late provoked much disenssion in the maga-
zines and newspapers of the various incidents in his life, and,
in particulur, of the reason for hiz change of name. The
reason for this chunge of name has ever been a puzzle to his
biographers. Most of them pass it by with the mere state-
ment that “he changed his name for unknown reasons.”
Some few aftempt to account for it upon theories, whieh,
while they muy be plausible, yet do not appeal to the intelli-
gent reader. Of these there are three, which perhaps scem
most plunsible, and which, one or another, are generally
accepted as truc by most people. I will procecd to give these,
and the reasons which oecur to me for rejecting them as un-
sound and without anything but conjecture to support them.

Sherbourne, who was, I believe, the firast Ameriean biogra-
pher of Jones, says, on page 10: “Our adventurer, being at
length freed from the trammels of apprenticeship, made
several voyages to foreign parts, and in the year 1773 again
went to Virginia to arrange the affairs of his brother, who
had died there without leaving any family; and about this
time in addition to his original surname, he assumed the
patronymic of Jones, his father’s Christian name having been
John. This custom, which is of classical authority, has long
been prevalent in Wales, and in various other countries,” and
having built up his edifice to this point, he immediately pro-
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ceeds in the next breath to demolish it with the naive remark,
“although it is not practiced in that part of the island in
which he was born,”  This idea was not original with Sher-
bourne, but was taken by him from an article in the Edin-
burgh Eneyclopedia, which, Sherbourne says in a note on page
11, he “learned from Mr. Lowden, the nephew of Jomes, a
respectable merchant, now (15825) resident at Charleston,
8, (., was wrillen from the lips of Mr. Lowden’s mother for
that work by Dr. Duncan, of Dumfries, Seotland.” Nor did
it come from “the lips of Mr. Towden’s mother,” as is plainly
apparent from the context in Sherbourne and from the account
given in the life of Jones commonly ascribed to his nieee, Miss
Jannetio Taylor, but il was developed in the imagination of
Dr. Dunecan.

Now whoever heard of a Seotchman rummaging among
the traditions and eustoms of the Welsh in a search for a
change of his name? And who ever heard of such a eustom
being prevalent in any part of Seotland! Besides, at this
period of his life, Jones was a matured man, twenty-six years
of age, had come to setile definitely in Ameriea, had turned
his baek forever on his native land, send was never again to
gee 8 single member of his family. In faect, it was in 1771
that he saw his relations in Scotland for the last time.® No
one can read his life and his correspondence, without being
improssed by the fact that his intcrest in his family was
prompted more by duty and sentiment than by any real love
or affection. He was often in England after 1771, but he
never went near his family or evineed the least desire to see
any of them. In truth he had risen far above the humble
gardener, his father, and while he &t times corresponded with
his family, he moved in a different world in which they had
no part. If it was filial affection which induced the patro-
nymiec of Jones, is it not certain that his family would have
known it? Would he not out of the same love have hastened
to tell it to his mother who was then living, if not to his
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gisters? The mere fact that he did not do so, that he studi-
ously concealed it from them, is to my mind the strongest
refutatipn of this surmise of Dr. Dunean. It must be remem-
bered also that when he took upon himself the name of Jones,
or shortly afterwards, he dropped the prgnomen Joln and
nsually ealled himself Paul Jones,

In the life of Jones by his niece, Jannette Taylor, the only
mention of this event is as follows (page 31): “At the time
when Paul settled {or, more properly, supposed he meant to
gettle,) in Virginia, it would seem that he assumed the addi-
tional surname of Jones. Previdus to this date, his letters
are signed John Panl.  We are left fo conjeclure the reason
of this arbilrary change. His relalions were never able fo
assign one; there is no allusion to the cirenmstance in the
manuscripts which he left, and tradition is silent on the sub-
sect” The italica are mine.

T take it that “‘tradition,” as here used, meant tradition
among ke family in Seotland, snd us so used, I admit the
truth of it.  But that tradition was silent in North Ga,‘:oli]'mJ
I deny, thongh it had not, at that time, apread beyond her
border. We were ever proud of our tradifions in this State,

_ but clung to them so tenaciously that we were loath to let
them stray abroad and be known to other people.

Another theory, and the wildest of them all, but one which
aleo has its believers, is that John Paul came to Ameriea and
took the name of Jones to conceal his identity and avoid arrest
for the murder of the carpenter Maxwell. Now, when Paul
flogged Maxwell for his mutinous conduet, he was in com-
mand of the ship John on his second voyage in her. He dis-
charged Maxwell at the Island of Tobago in May, 1770.
Maxwell immediately had Paul haled before the Viee-
Admiralty Court for assault, but the complaint was dismissed
aa frivolons. Later on, in England in 1772, he was charged
with the murder of Maxwell, and it seems that an indictment,
presumably for murder or manslaughter, was found against
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him. A complete and perfect contradiction of this ealumny
is to be found in Brady, pages 9 and 10, and Miss Taylor's
book, pages 18 and 20, where she gives the affidavit of the
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, who heard the complaint
of Maxwell, and of the master of the ship on which Maxwell
died.

So that it scems abundantly proven, not merely that Paul
did not flee England en this account, but positively that he
disdained to fly and met and boldly confronted the charge.
In a letter written-by Paunl to his mother and sisters, speaking
of this cecurrence, dated London, September 4, 1772, he says:
“T staked my honor, life and fortune for six long months on
the verdiet of a British jury, notwithstanding I was sensible
of the general prejudices which ran against me; but, after all,
none of my aceusers had the courage to confront me.”

Another theory is the one firat advanced by Buell in his
“Life of Jones,” This book iz one of the latest attempta at
an extended history of Jones, and in spite of some errors, i
an execedingly interesting work. Though written more than
one hundred years after the death of Jones, and after numer-
ous writcrs had seemingly exhausted every available source of
light and information, he gives many incidents, and interest-
ing ones too, in the eareer of Jones that were never heard of
before. Some of these are highly colored snd seemingly
very improbuble, and some without support in faet, But it
ia no part of this article to eriticise Buell’s book, save that
part which refers te the reason for Jones’s change of name.

Buell aays, page 1, that John Paul’s older brother William
was adopted in 1743 by a relative named William Jones, a
well-to-do Virginia planter, while he was on a visit to Kirk-
bean Parish, and that William then took the name of Jones.
On page § he says: “Old William J uncg‘fhed in 1760, and
by the terms of his will had made John Paul the residuary
legates of his brother (William) in case the latter should dia
without issue, provided that Jobm Panl would assume, as his
brother had done, the patronymic of Jones. On his visit to



