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PREFACE.

It must not be inferred from my calling this
little work New Views, that I profess to
bring forward a new religion, or to have dis-
covered a new Christianity. The religion of
the Bible I believe to be given by the inspi-
ration of God, and the Christianity of Christ
satiefies my understanding and my heart.
However widely I may dissent from the
Christianity of the Church, with that of
Christ T am econtent to ztand or fell, and T
ask no higher glory than to live end die in it
and for it.

I believe my views are somewhat original,
but I am far from considering them the only
or even the most important views which may
be taken of the subjects on which I treat.
Those subjects have a variety of aspects, and
ell their aspects are true and valuable. He who

presents any one of them does a service to
a* :
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Humanity ; and he who preseats one of them
has no occasjon to fall put with him who
presents another, nor to claim superiority
over him.

Although T consider the views contained
in the following pages original, I believe
the eonclusions, to which I come at last,
will be found very much in agcordance with
thosa generally adopted by the denomination
of Christians, with whom it hss been for
gome years my happiness te be sssociated.
That denominaticn, howaver, must not be
held responsible for any of the opinions I
bave advanced, 1 mmn nrot the organ of a
gegt. [ do not speak by avthority, nor under
tutelage. I speak for myself and from my
own convictions, And in this way, better
than 1 could in eny other, do I prove my
sympathy with ihe body of which I am a
mewmber, and establish my right to he called
a Unitarian.

In what I have written here, an well as
in 3]l  have written elzegwhere and oo ather
o¢casions, 1 have aimed to zet an example of
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free thought and free speech. I ask no
thenks for this, for it was my duty and I
dared not do otherwizse. Besides, Theology
can never rise to the rank and certainty of a -
seience, till it be submitted io the free and
independent action of the human mind.

It will at once be geen that I have given
~ only a few rough sketches of the subjects I
have introduced. Maoy statements appear
without the quelifications with which they
exiatin my own miad, many parts are douhtless
abecure for the want of fuller developments,
and the whole probably needs to be historic-
ally verified. But I heve done all I could
without maldpng a larger book, and a Jarger
book I could hope that nobedy would buy or
read. 1 may hereafter fill up my sketches
and complete my pictures ; but it wounld have
been useless in the present state of the pub-
lic mind to attempt more than [ have done.

For my literary sins | have a right to some
indulgence. My early life was spent in far
other pursuits than those of literature. I
make no pretensions to scholarship. For all



