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CHAPTER XIV.

Before Mr. Lincoln surrenders himself completely
to the public—for it iz apparent he is fast approach-
ing the great crisis of his career—it may not be
entirely inappropriate to take a nearer and more per-
sonal view of him. A knowledge of his personal
views and actions, a glimpse through the doorway
of his home, and a more thorough acquaintance
with hizs marked and strong points as they devel-
oped, will aid us greally in forming our general es-
timat¢ of the man. When Mr. Lincoln entered the
domain of investigation he was a scvere and per-
sistent thinker, and had wonderful enduranee: hence
he was abstracted, and for that reason at times was
somewhat unsocial, reticent, and uncommunicative.
After hiz marriage it cannot be said that he liked
the society of ladies: in fact, 1t was just what he did
not like, though onc of his biographers says other-
wise. Lincoln had none of the tender ways that
please a woman, and he could not, 1t seemed, by any
positive act of his own make her happy, If his
wife was happy, she was naturally happy, or made
herself so in spite of countless drawhacks, He was,
however, a good husband in his own peculiar way,
and in his own way only.

If exhausted from severe and long-continued
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424 THE LIFE OF LINCOLN.

thought, he had to touch the earth again to renew
his strength, When this weariness set in he would
stop thought, and get down and play with a little
dog or kitten to recover; and when the recovery came
he would push it aside to play with its own tail
He treated men and women in much the same way.
For fashionable society he had a marked dislike,
although he appreciated its value in promoting the
welfare of a man ambitious to succeed in politics.
If he was invited out to dine or to mingle in some
social gathering, and came in contact with the ladies,
he treated them with becoming politeness; but the
consciousness of his shortcomings as a society man
rendered him unusually diffident, and at the very
first opportunity he would have the men separated
from their ladies and crowded close around him in
one corner of the parlor, listening to ome of his
characteristic stories, That a lady* as proud and
. as ambitious to exercise the rights of supremacy in
society as Mary Todd should repent of her mar-
riage to the man I have just described surely need
occasion no surprise in the mind of anyone, Both
she and the man whose hand she accepted acted
along the lines of human conduct, and both reaped
the bitter harvest of conjugal infelicity. In deal-
ing with Mr. Lincoln’s home life perhaps 1 am
revealing an element of his character that has here-

®* Mre. Lincoln waa dechledly pro-siavery in her views, One
day she was invited to take & ride with a nelghboring family,
goma of whose membora still resids in Springfield. *“If ever my
hugband dies,"” she eliculnted during the ride, "his spirit will
never find me living outside the 1imits of a slave State.”
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tofore been kept from the world; but in doing so I
feel sure I am treading on no person's toes, for all
the actors in this domestic drama are dead, and the
world seems ready to hear the facts, As his married
life, in the opinion of all his friends, exerted a pecul-
tar influence over Mr. Lincoln's political career
there can be no impropriety, 1 apprehend, in throw-
ing the light on it now. Mrs. Lincoln’s disposition
and nature have been dwelt upon in another chapter,
and enough has heen told to show that one of her
greatest misfortunes was her inability to centrol her
temper. Admit that, and everything can be ex-
plained. However cold and abstracted her husband
may have appeared to others, however impressive,
when aroused, may have seemed his indignation in
public, he never gave vent to his feelings at home.
He always meekly accepted as final the authority
of his wife in all matters of domestic concern.*
This may explain somewhat the statement of
Judge Davis that, “as a general rule, when all the
lawyers of a Saturday evening would go home and
se¢ their families and friends, Lincoln would find
some excuse and refuse to go. We said nothing,
but it seemed to us all he was not domestically
happy.” He exercised no government of any kind
over his household. His children did much as

* (Ope day a man making some Improvements in Lincoin's yard
sugposied to Mrs, Lincoln the propriety of cutting down one
af the trees, to which she willlngly azsented. Before dolng
=0, howewver, the man came down to our ofce and consolbsd
Lincoln himself about ft. "What did Mrs, Lincoln say?™ en-
quired the latter. *“She consented (o have (@ taken away.™
"Then, In God's mamé," exclaimed Ldncoln, “eut It down (o the
roota §*



