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FOREWORD

I am glad to contribute a brief foreword to
this velume becanse it affords me an opportun-
ity to pay & tribnte of affectionate admiration
to my friend and colleagne, Alexander T. Or-
mond.

He was a man of the moat transparent sin-
cerify and pimplicity of character who could ab-
solutely be relied npon in every relation of life.
There was, besides, no lecturer in the University
whose lectures were more worth while. All hiz
wotrk was characterized by the most honest in-
dustry and solid judgment.

I consider it a privilege and honor to have
been hia colleague.

Woonkow WrLaow.
5th July, 1921,

MBO17Y






PREFACE

The eight lectures in this volume were writ-
ten daring the summer and sutwmn of 1915 and
were t0 have been delivered under the Elliott
Leetureship at the Western Theological Semi-
nary, a8 explained in Dr. Kelso'a introdnetion.
The anthor’s interest for several years had
centered in the philosophy of religion and it had
been his expressed purpose to write a book on
the subjeect. These lectures were the first froits
of that intention, and death prevented any fur-
ther elaboration of his ideas.

The majority of the lectures were left in
manuseript in the author’s handwriting, and
were typed after hip death. They were later
read, and the proofs corrected, by ua, his chil-
dren; and any inacenracy or lack of clarity that
may appear can be attribnted to the fact that
the text was never reviewed by the author, and
we hesifated to make any bot very minor
changes in the text as received by ue. In thia
connection we wish to acknowledge gratefully
aid from Dr. Calder of Grove City, Profeasor
Armatrong of Wesleyan, and Mr, Minot Morgan
of Detroit.

Alexander Thomas Ormond was born in
Punxsutawney, Pa., in April, 1847, received the
ordinary country sahuol‘edmtiun and began to
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teach school himseif at the age of seventeen.
He tanght and farmed till he reached the age of
twenty-six, when he entered Princeton College
with many conditions. He graduated in 1877,
taking the Mental Science fellowship, and re-
ceived his Ph.D, three years later. He then
spent three yeara at the University of Minne-
#ota as Profeasor of History and Logic, return-
ing to Princeton as Professor in 1883. He took
& prominent part in the councils of three admin-
istrations; those of Dr. McCosh, Dr. Patton and
Mr. Wilson, and in addition to his work in the
university, he gave ecurses of leeiures in the
Princeton Theological Beminary for many
yvears. He remained in Prineeton fill 1913,
when &t the age of sixty-six, he resigned to ac-
copt tha preaidensy of Grove City College,
Pennsylvania. After two ardaous, but very
suceesafnl years thers he died suddenly of heart
failure in December, 1415, A year before his
death he had had a thorough survey of his
physical condition by Dr. Janeway, of Johns
Hopking, becauae of some unpleazant symptoms
referable to the eondition of kis heart, and he
was then told that sndden death might be ex-
pected any time unless he would retire from
active work and live in a milder climate. He,
however, considered it a8 point of honor to com-
plete the work he had nnderiaken in eonnection
with Grove City College. Three weeks before
hiz death he stated to one of us that he thought
he had brought his work to a successful conclu-



