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PREFACE.

It seemed best to divide the “Educational System of
Pennsylvania” into three parts or divisions: Part I
treats of the elements contributing to the system, and
tells how, out of such a conglomerate of people with
much diversity of opinions, ideals, and beliefs, a general
plan was at last formed and accepted. Part II treats of
the system as planned and formulated by law. Part III
shows what the system is in actual practice.

Of Part I we claim no original material, but at least
some new interpretation of old facts. Part II discusses
the system in a different and, we believe, a better planned
and more systematized way than has ever before been un-
dertaken. '

In Part III the working of the system is described
from our own experience, which includes work done in
the common, ungraded country school, the city graded
school, the State Normal School, and the college. Thus
from personal experience in and with the system we ob-
tain the information upon which almost the entire con-
tents of Part III are founded.

It will be noticed that the system led the people rather
than the people urged forward the system. Governor
Wolfe sacrificed the office of governor a second term for
the system's foundation, and likewise Governor Bigler
urged its improvement by the law of 1854, though fully
realizing that it meant his political death. Fortunately
for the system the successors of both these governors
stood by the ideas of their predecessors on school mat
ters,
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Instead of popular sentiment urging forward these
great improvements they were quickly followed by its de-
cided rebuke. It must not be supposed, however, that
the populace was opposed to education or any improve-
ment of the system, but the variety of ideas as to
methods of obtaining these advancements was often the
cause of much trouble and hindrance.

The first scheme seems to have been entirely new and
soon needed revision, yet it showed both plan and pur-
pose, as will appear on reading Part IL

Part III shows how unthought-of agencies and influ-
ences often produce different results from those antici-
pated. To plan is one thing, to execute may be another,
and the executing of the plans was left necessarily into
the hands of those who often interpreted and carried out
the plans in a way far different from that intended or ex-
pected by the authors,

It is hoped that Part I may show the kinds of people
who desired a school system and how they struggled for
it, Part II what the plan was and how it developed, and
Part III how the people interpreted and carried out the
plan.

With gratitude, mention is here made of State Supt.
N. C. Schaeffer, City Supt. M. L. Brembaugh and ex-
U. 5. Commissioner W, T. Harris for assistance in ob-
taining material.



CONTENTS.
Part L

Intropucrion.—What must be taken into considera-
tion in writing a history? Variety of early schools.
Ideas of various elements of the population: the Swedes,
Germans, Quakers, William Penn.—r1-16.

Cuarter I.—Early Schools. All in favor of educa-
tion, parochial schools and their influence upon the
schools of to-day. Higher education, “Subscription” or
“Pay” schools and their influences upon present prac-
tices, Kind of teachers in Pay schools. Cost of schools,
Schools for the poor, Lancaster schools and their influ-
ence—I19-23.

Cuarrer II.—Efforts for a regular system. Penn's
ideas as given in his frame of government, Need of
popular sentiment. Constitution of 1776, Timothy
Pickering and the constitution of 1790. Plan for a sys-
tem. State Aid to the Poor. Dissatisfaction. Difference
of Opinion. “Society for the promotion of a rational sys-
tem of education."” Opposition to the law of 1834. Thad-
deus Stevens.—z24-40.

Parr II.

The System as based on the Law of 1834.
Caarrer L—Township government, Board of Direc-
tors, organization of the board, Duties of Directors,
Changes by the law of 1854. Manual labor. Criticism.

—43-46.
Craprer II.—County Government. Duties of In-

spectors, to visit schools, to examine teachers, to issue
7



