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INTRODTQTION,

The Bmithsonian Tnstitntion has attained s world-wide reputation, ond its
influence and importanue are constantly extendiug.  Ite publications are fund
not only in the public lbrarics of our owa lsnd, Tuet also in these of every other
civilized country. Tid ecccespondents include sume of the mest distingunished
enllivaiors of zeienve uf the present day, wnd 34 i referred Lo as & conter of infor
matinn by thoss who ara inferested fn the pursait of knowledge.

Many persons, howevar, who visit Washingbow, are but imperfeetly acquainted
with the Listory of Bmitheon, the greal objeel he had fo view, the plans adopled
£o carry wat his inumtions, ond the results wlrewdy oltained, Tt is for the pur-
pose of furnishing mere definite infsrmation en these polots that this work hes
been cempiled, from the annuel reports of the Seeretary, Professor Fnamy, to the

Board of Regents, and other authentie souracs,



