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As laws that may be useful in one state of'so-
ciety, may not be required, or may be even per-
nicious in another ; it js on the making changes
in the laws and ‘institutions of a country corres-
ponding to the progress of civilisation, that the
good or bad government of that country depends.
The expediency of this adaptation to the general
wants of the community is peculiarly observable
with reference to religious institutions, since with
respect to them mankind in different ages have
had opposite and extreme opinions; therefore
if we assume it to be advisable to have an
Established Church for promoting the proper
objects of all churches, fhe refigious and moral
instruction of the people, it by no means follows



]

that the church established in this country for
the propagation of a fuvered religion, isof a
character the best calculated for those purposes;
and unless possessed of such character, the un-
qualified approval of its present form by persons
who have no interested object to influence their
judgment, must be considered to proceed from
a fallacious iden of its adaptation for those pur-
poses. With a view to the just appreciation of
that question, all that we desire of the reader is,
that he will give the subject of these pages a
candid consideration,

It too frequently happens for a clear view of the
subject in question, that THE Established Church
and AN Established Church are confounded to-
gether; but unless persons can distinguish be-
tween them it is in vain to expect that they can
appreciate the relative value of different church
establishments ; it being possible that the church
established io this country in connexion with the
state, is as remote from what an Established
Church should be, as the having no establish-
ment ot all would be remote from what should
be. And thus although the connexion of church
and state may, for the good of religion, kave been
formerly expedient in this country, it does not
therefore follow that the connexion in its original
condition shall be always expedient; and to re-
fuse to consider the expediency of a modification,
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the nature of the modifications required in it,
particularly as to the appointment of clergymen ;
and to conclude with a-brief inquiry into the
efficiency of the remedial measures proposed by
government.

In undertaking this task we are sensible as
well of the difficulties attending the execution,
as of the danger of our opinions being considered
hostile to the Established Church; but our ob-
ject being to elicit the truth, we have not been
deterred by either of these considerations from
approaching the subject : yet that our sentiments
may not be thought to proceed from an inimical
feeling, we deem it right to state thal we are of
the Established Church; and that our desire for
its welfare is the sole cause of our proposing
those modifications that may, by some persons,
be considered subversive of the Establishment ;
we concede to those persons a conscientious dis-
approval of our suggestions : we ask from them
credit for like conscientiousness in their proposal,

By an ““independent church,” when used in
these pages, is meant generally all churches in
this country unconnected with  the state, admi-
nistering the offices of religion according to the
dictates of conscience without the interference of
any temporal power; and having no public re-
venaes or temporalities recognised by the law.

In a history of the church lately published
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under the superintendence of the Society for the
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, it might have
been expected, that the question of the expe-
diency of the church and state connexion would
have been discussed in a mamner which its im-
portance demands; but in adverting to the evils
resulting from the Establishment, the autbor says,
“¢ those evils originated not in the system itself,
but in the blindness of those who administered
it.” This is an extraordinary inference ; for if the
author can separate the cperation of church esta-
blishments from the instruments by which the
operation is effected, he will in that case only
excuse the church at the expense of its minis-
ters; or his argument.may be stated thus, that
the Established Church of the present day is to
be considered entitled to claim the good resulting
from the connexion upwards of one thousand
five hundred years since, and not to he con-
sidered answerable for any of the monstrous
evils, down to the present lime, perpetrated un-
der its sanction,

Religious writers in favour of an Established
Church, are not salisfied to rest their case on
the expediency of the connexion, but they take
occasionally a different tone; thus, in Milner's
Church History the author asserts,  That the
state has a right to establish tlie true religion
by positive institutions.” (Vol. i. page 216.)



