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MRS OLIPHANT

My lils vecord wonkd not seere (o f8 o gy Bl
complate withoul your noms, doer Hibyl of our v,
and as T write it hers, T am yrotyful to Ko that to
mine and me i i nol only the nams of & Sibyl wth
degp visiond, but of @ friend to us all
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PREFACHE.

—_—

Nor LoNG AGo, o party of friends were sitting at luncheon
in a suburb of London, when one of them happened to
wmake some reference to Maple Grove and Selina, and
to ask in what county of England Maple Grove was
situated. Everrbody iramediately had & theory. Only
one of the company (& French gentleman, not well
sequainted with English) did not rceopgnise the allnsiom.
A lady sitting by the master of the house (she will, I
hope, forgive me for quoting her words, for no one else
has a better right fo speak them) gaid, * What a curions
sign it is of Jane Austen’s inereasing popularity! Here
are five out of m.‘x people sitting round a table, nearly
a hundred years after her death, who all recognise at
once a chance allusion to an obscure character in one

of her books.



vi PREFACE.

It seemed imposgsible to leave out Jane Austen’s
dear household pame from a volume which concerned
women writing in the early part of this century, and
although the essay which iz called by her name has
alrcady been reprinted, it is added with some alteration
in its place with the others,

Putting together this little book has beem a great
pleasure and interest to the compiler, and she wishes
onee more to thaolk those who have =o kindly sheltered
her during her work, and lent her books and papers
and letters concerning the four writers whose works and
manner of being she has attempted to deseribe; and
she wizhes specially to czpress her thanks to the Barom
and Baroness vow HUger, to the ladies of Miss Edge-
worth's family, to Mr, Hagnson, of the London Library,
to the Miss Rzips, of Ilampstead, to Mrs. Fizio and her
daughters, of Squire’s Mount, Hampstead, to Lady Buxtox,

Mrs. Brooxriero, Miss AvvErson, and Miss SHIRREFF.
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