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Some Opimons of the Press on the
Firsz Edition of shis Wark.
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PREFACE T THE SECOND EDITION,

I craory avail myself of this vcension to thank
my critics for ithe very Tricndly reception they
have accorded to n book which was dssned, in
the fullest meaning of the lenn, anonymeshy
—Lhat 15 o =2y, even withont (he knowledoe of
a single personal [riemd. AL Lk sane time, |
wish to make an expianation whieh is parlly of
the nature oi o ikl

Fust hoe eego propfer oo may not adways Te o
fallacy, but 1t was certaindy o wmistake on the part
of severnl roviewers of ©Thotl * to {ranslate it in
therr Taste, © afler* S therelore on aeoonnt of
Rhe’”  Yor, as o omatter of faet, *Thoth® was
destoned auwd 1 porl conposed wore than twalve
yoars ago.  Inoits present form, however, it has

been entirely rewrittew. 10 may interest some



vi  PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

of wmy erities to know the original iutention and
scheme, and the veasons why T delayed the pub-
lication even longer than the elassical ninth year.

The orviginnl idex was philosoplical, T wished
to illustrale the power of will and  intellect
working Lhrough generations with o definite
design, aml to show that this power might be
nsed for e mosr repulsive oljoct. The object
[ chose for wy porpose was the destraction of
the whole homan race by means of pestilences,
with the ntealion of yoploeing ic with a race of
men who had for generations heen trained in the
exereise of the highest intelligence.  The new
ritle was to Le o tvranny of mtellect. The orie-
inal desioner of chis scheme was supposed to ba
an Hoypoiaw, who had discovered @ mellod of
suspending amimation.  Ilis attempt to introduce
the soverument of intellect wnongst existing
races had fuilad, and he detcrmined oo destroy
them, evew if 16 tools thousinds of years Lo pre-
pare the meaus,  The defeat of the scheme in the
original plan was due to the [Hendship of the
tatest Thoth for Philerss,  Philetos was, in marleed
contrast to these liaters ol men, o man whom
every one loved, aml who was the beaw ddeed of
a philanthropist,  Thus the victory over hate
in the onginal plan was goined by friendship.



