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PREFACE.

Axn authentic history of the desperate adventures of the
four Younger Brothers has become a necessity. ‘Their
lives require no romantic or exaggerated shading to make
the narrative remarkable. Their deeds are as prominent
in the archives of gnerrilla warfare as their names are fa-
miliar on the border.  But with a comprehension of the mor-
bid appetites of many rcaders, newspaper and pamphlet
writers have created and colored crimes with reckless ex-
travagance, and then placed upon them the impress of the
Younger Brothers, Lecause the character of these noted
guerrilla outlaws made the desperate acts credited to them
not imprebable. The difficulties encountered in procuring
facts connected with the stimng escapades of the cutlaw
quartette, have herstofore besn overcome by imaginative
authors and correspondents, giving i minute detail inci-
dents with which their creative genius is at all times well
supplicd. These remarks are not mtended to disparage
the merit of any contributor to the annals of border his-
tory, but rather to excite a proper suspicion on the part of
the public against a too rcady Lelief of ¢very adventure,
fight or robbery chargzed to the Younger Brothers.

The part they acted during the great civil strife has, on-
doubiedly, been truthfully told, but their career since the
close of that dreadful drama has been, in a great measure,
elaborated by imagery, until it is difficult for those unac-
quainted with the facts, to conclude which record is true
and which created.

The writer does not claim exception from mistakes, but
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6 PREFACE.

without arrogating to himself any special merit, it can be
trathfully said that the following history of these great out-
laws containg a less number of errors and a more reliable
and comprehensive description of thetr valerous deeds than
any previous publication. For several weeks prior to the
completion of this work, a correspondence was maintamned
with the Younger Brothers, as well also with the warden of
the Minnesota penitentiary, and through this source many
new facts were obtained and numerous errors discovered.
In addition to this, personal interviews have been had with
several old comrades of the YVoungers, and with Cale
Younger himsell; and nothing hias been left vudone to pro-
curc all the facts possible, and w avold faliing into the old
mistakes which have been repeated until they have become
almost traditionary,

For a considerable period the wrnter was a resident of
Kansas City, where he was engaged in journahsm, and
made the acquaintance of hundreds of persons who were
intimately koown to the Younger and James Brothers, and
from these also much valuable and trustworthy infonuation
was received, which various corechorative sonrces have en-
abled the author to rehably write the bhistory of the noted

utlaws without resorting to either fichion or romance,
J. W. B.

aT. l.owms, December 15, 1880,
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