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'THE POETRY OF THE PERIOD.

My, Tenmpson,

AR one were to enter a modern draw-
d  me-room Jilled with  the average
polite socioty of the day, and then
and there were to pluck up conrage
to declare that Mr. Tennyson hes no sound pre-
tensions to be called a great poet, and will of &
cortainty not be estesrned such by an unbiassod
posterity, I suppose he wonld net create more
astonishment, or be regarded more unnnimously
a3 o heretie, than would another who in a
company of savans expressed his doubts as fo
the law of gravitation, or a third who, befure a
committes of orthodox divines, exposed his ntfer
dishelief in the inspiration of the Seriptures.
Yet that, and nothing less, is the opinion o be
1




