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It is with sincere pleasure that I again coma before my
countrymen, in ecmpliance with the duty I have imposed on
myeelf, to give them a personal wccount of the progress and
condition of the different branches of the administration dur-
ing evory four year period of my mandate, nt the moment
when the electors renew their truat. I believe that by thia
proveeding as well as by my own efforte and thosa of my fe-
llow workers in the public serviee, I respend to the distine-
tion with which I have been honored by the pecple in alevat-
ing ma to the high and diffienlt office of Chief Executive, and
I must reiterate my dstermination, whieh is every day great-
er, to employ my best efforts on behalf of the welfars, dig-
nity and progress of the nation.

Bofore presenting a brief statament of the events of the
last four years and of the administrative action to which they
have given rise, 1 consider it necessary to give prominence
to a fact that I consider of importance and of high present
and future significance. The period covered by this report has
really been a time of trial for the vitality of the country and
for its steady and stable progress. Bince the consolidation of
peace and the full entrance of the Republic on the path of
advancement, thera has been no administrative period that
has not presented to the administration, some grave difficul-
ty to overcome, some serious chetacle to be set aside, some
vital problem to resolve, or some nrgent neceasity to satisfy.
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In all of thess, thanks to the peace that we now enjoy, to
the solidarity that unites us and the patriotism by which we
are inspired, the difficulties have been overcome, the obsta~
cles smoothed over and the necessities fully satisfied; but in
all these cases the effort to obtain the result has been parcap-
tible and even laboriouns, whilst the country has on some oo-
casions found itself under the necessity of making important
sacrifices to counteract the evils that have threatened it and
that have emanated from natural and sc to spesk, even
fatal canses, that were foreign to its action and to its will
During the period under review, the difficulties have not
coms zingly nor have we encountered only one obstacle. A
multitude and suecession of eventa have appeared to co—ope-
rate in threatening our interests, but the country has been able
tories abovae all these impedimente and control the situation
without any necessity of making preat efforts or perceptible
sacrifices, without taking any exceptional measures or suffer-
ing sny disturbance in the general progress of its affairs.
Naither the great scarcity of money ner the threat of an
industrial erisis, which was prolonged from the end of my pre-
vious term of office well into the commencament of the pre-
sent one; neither the unprecedented depreciation of silver
which almoat immediately after supervened, nor the fatigning
and finally victorions campaigns against the rebels who re-
fused o recognized the Grovernment and which it was neces-
sary to undertake and bring to a suecessful conclusion, nor
the necessity of acquiring a permanent control of the exten-
sive systems of transportation lines existing in the country
for the purpose of protecting cur commerce and securing the
transit of its products, nor the terrible epidemie that threa-
tened devastation and which we ware able te stamp out; none
of these separats events nor even the whole of them together
have been sufficient to make any lmpression on the franguili-
ty of the country or to interrupt its progrees, and the immen-
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se efforts and appreciable sacrifices that have been found ne-
cessary to combat so many and such serious evils, have al-
most appeared insignificant when compared with the resulta
obtained,

When a country, in the midst of diffienlties of all kinds,
can move on with auch confidence and preserve unaltered its
tranguility and pesce, as well as the possession of all ifs re-
sources; when in order to overcome these difficulties it finds
itself not only not obligad to encroach on its resources, but
rather in & position to increase them still more; when the
strugglo does not enervate nor exhaust ite enargies but ra-
ther gives them strength and tone, full confidence may be felt
in its selidity as well as in the harmony and continuity of its
forees and vitality. We can then say that it hea issued from
the eritical period of infanoy and from the dangeroua age of
adolescence and that it is entering on the full and vigorous
period of national Life.

Buch is for me, the high significance of the peried nunder
review. When the work does not constitute an scute and
transitory crisis, but a regular function; when the triumph
over obstacles 18 not & mere aceident without antecedents or
consequences of the same order, but a systematic chain or
co—ordinated action and reaction; when the wealth and wel-
fare attained are not the mere affact of chance, but enda that
have been deliberately and conseiously reached by the action
of adequate means, there is no individual or social crganism
that must not be considered as normally constituted and that
has not earned a right to expect, that should fresh difficulties
arise, it will in the same manner know how t¢ overcomse
and trinmph over them.

Lika all progresiva work, the labors that have been en-
trusted to the Hxzecnfive are and must be of an indefinite
character. These is therefore a great deal to be attempted and
attained; but what has besn already dons justifies the asser-
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tion that the programe of peace and progress, to the deve-
lopment: of which the country is entirely dedicated, has ful-
filled, if not all that could be promised, at least more and
much more than what could reasonably have been expected
in a quarter of a centary, especially if we bear in mind the
point from which this movement started.

The realization of these anticipations is a national as well
ag administrative work; the administration has required the
support of the pecple and the salf denying efforts of nume-
rous and zealous co=operators, none of which have been want-
ing. On the other hand, the Government itself has always
endeavored to second, within the sphere of its constitutional
powers, the action of all workers in the path of progress. It
is to this co—operation, real and effective at present, and
which there ig no reason to fear will ceasa in the future, that
we must attribute the successful regoneration and reorgani-
zation that have led the conntry to its present condition of
welfare.

After this indispensable preamble, T will proceed to lay
before you the sketeh of the adminstrative work of the last
four years, following in the ordur of the Departments of
Btafe under whose chargs they are.

Foreign Affairs.

I have already fully explained on other similar occasions,
the poliey which has governad the action of my Grovernment
in its relations with foreign countries. This policy, which is
fundamentally based on mutual respect and esteem, has re-
sulted in a gradual strengthening of the international ties,
that now bring us into close relationa with other eivilized




T

nations. The Executive considers that it has in this way res-
ponded to a national aspiration, which desires to establish the
eredit of the nation in the different countries of the world,
and at the same time show a desire to open the doors of the
Republic freely to the ideas, prineiples, sentiments and in-.
terests, that bring modern societies into close tbuch with each
other.

During the period now under revision, Mexico has ap-
pointed official representatives near the Glovornmente of se-
varal countries, with which it formerly had no diplomatie
relations. :

Amongst these countries are some that, from their ¢om-
munity of origin and the eharacter of their institutions, oo-
vupy & special place in our affections and sympathy, T refer
to the South American Republics, that with a deference
that has surned vur national gratitude, have sent missions
here that were especially charged with the duty of strength-
ening the relations that, although not in a diplomatic man-
ner, have always existed betwer Mexico and those States.
With the objsct of zesponding to those desires, the Federal
(tovernment considerad it degirable to astablish two Lega-
tions, ene for the Republics on the Atlantic and the other
for those on the Pacific; both are now duly established and
render important and afficient service.

The Nation has subsaquently established relations with
the far off Persian Empire, having had the satisfaction of
receiving a distinguished diplomat with tha character of Am-
bassador Extraordinary to the Grevernmeant of this Republic.
In order to respond to this distinetion, Iin my turn, appoint-
ed another diplomat from our country with the same cha-
racter, who was officially reeeived by his Majesty the S8hah
of Persia, with special demonstrations of friendship and
conrtesy towards the Mexican Government and peocple.

Still more recently, the (fovernment of the Chiness Bm-
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pire, with which we have for some years had a Treaty of
Friendship and Commeree, was pleased to commission its re-
presantative in Washington to ostablish diplematic relations
between that Empire and our Republie, and Mexico for the
first time received a Minister from that distant country. A
diplomatic representative from Mexico was consequently ac-
credited in Pelan. Tt is to be hoped that these new rolations
with China will give & practical result in favor of the com-
merce of both Nations.

A Mexican Minigter has for the first time presented him-
salf in the capital of Paraguay, thus zespending to the court-
egy of that country, which three years age sent a Flenipot-
entiary to Mexico. Our Minister has been well received by
the people and Hovernment of Paraguay.

Amongst the events connected with the subject I now
refer to, the one that undoubtedly is of the greatest Impor-
tance, is the renewsl of diplomatic relations between Mexico
and the Auvstro-Hungarian Empire. As in due time an-
nounced to the Nation, the two Governments simultaneously
appointed their respectiva representatives, and in this way,
the relations hetween the two pacples who had no reason to
remain isolated from each other in the concert ef internatio-
nal interests, have been officially conaolidated.

COur Foretgn Relations have not been confined to placing
onrselves in touch with nations that for a long time have
formed part of the group of eonstituted States; but likewise
have been extended to those that in recent times have been
established with an antonomons and independent life: I al-
lude to the new Republic of Cluba, which was proclaimed
within the period covered by this report. In the immediately
precesding period, I reported on the attituds assumed by the
Mexican Government during the events that took place on
that Island. Ttis extramely ratisfactory to me to state. that
during the period in which those events tock place, the con-




