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A LETTER.

DE. WISION T THE TITTRARY ARSOCTATION.

GRwviaues i —Lhis Jelder yon ewe o the requeat of ope of yoor naormber,
Barne ime agpn The aalled mpon me, and in & very agreaable confer-
enan with him, | laarned much aboul yewr plamy,  Amons other thines, ha
informed me thet, vou wose slaot to Uring ong e Hand-Hoek of the Anglo-
Bpagn Tl words of onr languare. I soegested thie te wour Committze
ome fime ago. I iz part of your work,

Youn act Pruﬂwll.]j- in condisoge the FmPD!Eﬂ 1land-Tonk andely T Hhe
Auwgply Hazem deni-tnedr. Thesa words address (e senses,. They are easily
understosd, brewumse Lhe ihinges whinh ﬂ:IHF repreRant are toamd i e walks
of ahiihilsd.  They appear oz disfinet words i vore leonpgugre, and retaln
ey of fheiv opisanl fom o end weaeing, Mot of U rocd-aordy off French
i Ui eoigrine o ot spposr s digtinel worde ia our lanisusee,  Many
of them have Tostso much of Uhbienative form as lo ke il s diffienlt 1hing
to traee thew io the Faglish loneeage—too difieull, of leazl, Tur ehildhood
They eannet ha prescaled wt un ouely age with advestage; sed when pre-
sented, | am of epioien, it shoold be ln conneutaen with thelr derivadives

Tour present work by receinl 1 have log fol6 tlis, The Lwo Hand-Books
already pallished, T am happy to lewen, lind an open and hopeful feld, B
it s too wide For them, The farm, genllemnon, you have eullivated, the
grorden vou have just entored, wants v dare aiso.  The Hand-Tiook on the
Ang‘l‘u—ﬁamn Roost-Words will meet the wanls of ehildren abaut E'.‘."gl'.l.f. VEALR
old—ihe wands of an important elus of papils

The divivion of your coursa on Orthography mny not so readily gpain the
approval of parents and feachers. Tt will gain it bowaver, T Je Based on
sama inberestine Tty o the constitution end e of children,  They lenrn
by rxeredions,  Thisis the eharacter of thewind in carly 18 06 is ancursive
The b, the Wlossem; amd the froitage of thonght wbe eliom guthered al
the same time—never in childlisod,




iv DE. WISDOI TO THE LITERARY AS30CIATION,

Tha exenrsions of the poung mind are enenr.  The jonroey whose end s
not ayprehendead ab the beginning fails be éxeite banltly emotions,  The lavge
texl-bonk may fill the oye, bub rest assored. it will soon oppress the heart,
Tiesides, thers iz o charm i the [i8le for ponne minds, pod e end of 2 book
forme an sgrevalde breslc in stody. It I= o desbruble resting-ploce in the
Jonrniay, and sech resting-places should not by any means be too far aperk

Coa will, 1 enpposs, omit the origined word.  Exouse my seeming obtridon
upen yourdeliborations.  To give it con suswerno ond. The child will not
biz able to vnderstand it or roccive any advanlags from it Io many cueca
ha would not be sble to pronoimes it The more advenced student would
uot expoet 1o find i moan elementary work, What wee s thers, for jnslansg,
in saying that veve iz fom dredun, wod Tow: from bgfusd  Dentleman, glve
the raeulis of your luneming, Lick nol the detaila and show of it

L would advise yoir b #ive b least, o the most of eases, the originsl
meaning of the words, X6 wifl Lave o charm for the young wind,  The
ahild, I think, would Bu plossed L fosen, Tor instania, that grece orizinatly
maznt womsn, beern comntrymn, foeafaad the honga-bamd, and mife the ens
whe weaves, Boamise women did the wearing in oldan Hies

Tou will also give the uer of the words This cannot be wissly aver-
Tz, Worde are instrecooats of Quoughil, ead wee of vedue to ws only when
we aak wee tha, T would give Wheirnse in familioe guestions wad wosgers,
the teucher veing ihe word in a simple goestion, and the child answaring
widli thy sama word.  For instasce: Teacher. Ts home & dear placal
Child. Huoms is o dear plees  The eincple of dmitation 3= brought inie
wse e, and by it the child will he able to acguire & corroct prononeislion
and a rendy we of words

Tow will alr retain the bwo ehiof fontaves of youe olher Mend-Boolo—
T s die arvangened of words in the thres classes of wowd, eoienffees, pud
verly--an Brrangennsnt that wceords with thea low of mind—and thedr dizpe-
sifion in groups wuder (e thivgs do which they relate. Bueh an arrange-
ment and dispesition smeunt fo adiscovery in education.  Thay anoord with
ihe growth of mind. Tho word besomes o ploasing object of etudy, and the
ahild, In geing forth inte the domain ef Taaguage, fuds himself «3ll ln com-
pany with the form and spirit of natore.  Condneted Do this way, eduestivn
beoomes & thing of plossure ge well as of duty. The word eoszes fo he an
achitrary sign; the word Deeomes a thing instinet with theoght.

With mueh consideration,
T remain, gentlemen, yours traly,

Lrovwen Wmnom.



AN TNTERVIEW

EELWLEEN

A THACHER AND A MEMBER OF THE LITERARY ASSOCTATION

Tuw followine intarview has sotieibing wore than a leral interest.

Butirday ullcenson, Junvary 141k, 1853, My B—— = practionl teacher,
called npon me Lo swide seme inguivies abonl “The Awcricsn System of
Fdueation.”

3" suid e, Yellow me to ask you sente guestions sbort tha Liand.
Lipnka™

Member—With plaasmre. We nre bappy 1o f0lk sbout that which in-
terests mA.

Teocher—True, 5r. 1 have seen your Hend Book of AngleFuxon O
thegrraphy; and am much pleased with {2, Yoo kave ancilier Hand Book

Afembor==Twe, Bir. The Lilerary Association har ihirea Hand-lienks on
English Othiogeaphy.  In thess books, the child fn led over Ve whole
domain of the Higlich laaganee, e follows ile Msorie prowdh from the
halidformed words, 7a ond me, fo dhe awiul oames of God aod elernsl
thinga.

Feacher.—The gprowih of langnage! SHir, has langnage g growih§

Member.—An insdrucdive aod fwsnfiful one, Th T the Dy of thought,
and, liks oor own bodiee, prows into an organie whole  Every word is &
mginber, and inercoyes with the inereoze of cvery purh  Besiles this, it s
vkl Fiderie groal

Fhushoy—omlain it, if vou please.

Momber.—The ¥nglich languare, as we speak it, is ool ontive to Ameriea
mor England, Tt i o infxed Jangumee, heving ot leasl Gve Moguad dements.
All ia perts wers mported from the contivest,  Iis pative homa ia the far-
Jamed Endna—the fivst seal of elivilisation.

Poacker—Sir, this v naw and semewhat eurprising. 1 knew thal our
langtiagra contained Latin and Greek words, Proceed, Bir



¥i AN INTERVIEW BETWEEN A TEACHHR

Member.—An Dlostration will explain what T have said. The Tnglich
langungs is ke an engrafted tree.  The Anplo-Saxow iz the ek ; pod the
Guihie, Ocftio, French, Latin and Greck are engraffres. History pecords
their inoonlation und prowiis

Fraher.—This s what [ hava long wished to ébe,  The Angle-Saxon ds
tha stock—:the basziz of (ha Loglish Tunguags,

Aewnber— Yes,  When it was intredoced into Peglend by the Angles nnd
Saxons in 450 AT, (e Celtie was (e langnage of the Drithh ldonds. A
few Tatin words were mixad with it the memorials of the Roman conquest.
Tut tha Celtic wasted wwuy belore B Sexon, 25 the Tndian dialects in this
conutry, have wisted away before the English; and the Buxen Leeatne the
spaceh of thoge istanda,

Thiaeder.—Yory satisfzctory. Dt how 4id the oller cemenia somaind

Memdir.— Tin various wiys,  The Uhoreh, nommeres, war, swd Jesroed
men, ivdrodaesd them The old Saxom fengae was poor In sorme hings, and
Lorrowed Findred wordy from Ui Golhie; numes of phaces from the Qeltie
words belungring to few, cfivelry, and fosts, Joom Lhe Feonch ;o and sciendiis
andl Pkeslggiond Lerms fromn vhe Takin and (ireck langmagsz. 1o this way, it
has herome great—in this way, wo propese to study it

Teaefor~TTow, el Won exsils my euriosity

Memher—In ita historic growth, WWo bepgin wiﬂx.thc.ﬁmﬁu Haxom, wihich
1= ine stecke. Tt Is mere than Wiy, Tl ane dolog nonew osiration. Ax the
lerman, elt, French, lialian, and Gireek, Locome dwmerdeanizal Ly eoming
Ering te, w0 (et lampnages have heen doglisized by coprrafture upon Gie
Haxom.

Teacher—] undetsiumnd aogr,  Allow me HSir, to refurn to the Tk
Boalee, Whal da yom propess to de in your fint oned

Member —Lo tewch the AncloSpson ool woeds,  We begin with the
ehifilbood ol the leguage, W heeotnes the Toong mind.  What do we want
with derivative words till we bave Jearaed their roots§

Tracher—=Jush s How do you present those words

Menier—Ar nature teaches na. The ehild plaks up whele words as he
picka up whole flowers.  Ile picke thom up io cenaeetion with thinge.  Te
poes Turtl, und nawmes whideser he secs pod feele, Pl he learna their
gueekitios, wod munes thern; and Luetly, theiv setions, and namse them also.
Thus, father; dear fiher; dear father somea

Toasher-—Yonr plan is simple. The child, too, stodiss thisgs whils he is
ebndying words

Aember.—This is not afl. The Anple-Saxon words are nesrly sl spellsd
s they wre writfer,  Bo the enr and eye agree in studyiog them,

Thecker,~—What, do you propose in your second Hand-Hoel



AND A MEMBER OF THE LITERARY ASROCTATION. wii

Mrmber—The growth of the Anglo-Baxen reot-words—thelr derivativea,
They nre neefed to meet the wanta of the unfolding mind. By the uae of
nins i‘emt‘mrirma, fwsrtyfive uifizes, lnclrigﬁiem?wulﬁmsr we form some _ﬁu'.;
theesand derivative words fram the ene thousand root-words Luunguse is &
neeegnily of ouvr nabure, and &5 to be fornished gs wo need ik

Teacher—1 zen vonwr plan clearly, nud admive it

Member —Bvory child should boild up Lis ewn language as neesity Te-
quires 3, Them, words weuld be ready weepome of the mind

Traeher.— 30 (hey wonld, Tou eatd that the Asseeiation hed s ihied
Hand-Book, What do you preopose in i3

Mawber—Te teael the cogeafled parts of our bangesge.  Thiz iz done
weturding to the plan Inid down in the Gret eod second Fead-Books.

Taaeher—Nothing cun be more gizple. The fdey of Jewening our lungnaze
in its bistoris growtk ia borntitel,  Hew could it bave heen overlookud ea
Tupard

Meaber—I kpow nut. Dot thess views anly poist out the frnmework
of the gyshen, Tusfruetivny inteeduca the ohild (o the whole Duildin

Thacker.—In what, vaay T nekd

Moanber—Tnsbruvtions v the differcnt parte of the Eaglish Tnngueze;
fwstraedions alan in o gtk uf serds by tormivations, suffives, and pre-
fixns.

Tracher —Thsss instruetions ara much nesded.

Memher—I have nob suid w3l yol. Tha English lansvarpe hea a growth
aceording Lo the Taws oF uImm NPl i [lfr‘illh:r[ ‘-':'l-l" 1o Lhe wrrangement of
worda g mowny, adiecbives, wed perde T4 haa azocial cRowTE.  “This s secn
i the vografled elmnanta 16 has a growlh aconriling o seasos, The mind
af man heging wt bome to unfold iteelf Vron thenes, it strolahes forth (o

tod. Thia i presented in the arrangement of words oedur the yurious
things Iying befwoen lowe and heavon,

Teacker—The subjeet prows in iolerost I havo Been blind to its im-
periance.

Meader—One Whing more. The English langnage fitg an abymodopy » wind
thia is the root of Ite orthogeaplyy,  Words are traced to their native lan-
g Fhey ars traced also fo their natural soorees in the organs of tha
by, The Liody f2 the wonderll Instriment from which the eoul svekea
gpeech wider the influenes of the worll,

Teaeher—Fnongh, egowsh, Birl Tou beve convinesd me thet L know
Tittla or nothing of my own language. The lland-Books I ehell etady

Blember, —8ir, we have o neble lapgange. Lot us mnderstand and tesch i

ta the people



