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CHAFPTER L

ORIGIN OF BALLADSE,

Sl [ all varietien of poetry, the BaLran,
PSR RE in the form which it affedts among us,
in ditin&ion to other countries, is,
&'#Q perhaps, one of the moft attragtive,

ECSTEBl Although dcnvmg its appellstion from
a word fignifying a daxce in Italy and France, where
the ballad was a metrical narrative, or domeflic epic,
generally fhort, or at leaft not very long, as to ita
amount, and ufed as an accompaniment to a dance,
the Englith ballad by no means demanded the dance
for its accompaniment, and only fignified a fairly thort
narrative poem in a rhyming metre of a lively, trip-
ping, and popular (tyle, which could be fung or chanted,
and as fuch, was eafily diftinguifhed from the true
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poem or lay, which was compofed in an artficial and
more ferious verle, and wis only intended for recita-
tion, It is difficult, if not altogether impoffible, to
trace the origin of the prefent form of the ballad .in
England, There is great probability that it is con-
temporary with the times when the alliterative, or
initial-rhyming poems of the Anglo-Saxon and Early
Englith poets were gradually giving way-to the end-
rhyming poetry which Chaucer and his school did fo
much to dignify.

Of our indipenous ballads, many fo-called collec-
tions have been compiled. A mere Lft of the titles
would be tedious and of Little profit here, Perhaps
the oldeft known example is that of “King Hom,”
derived from an older and unfound ballad, yet cer-
teinly written in the form in which it is now extant,
as early as the thirteenth century. Another celebrated
and carly baliad, * Gamelyn,” is of the fourteenth
century, After this pericd the ballad, in the elaftic
forms to which it lends itfe}f both as to intrinfic narra-
tional charadter, and extrinfic metrical adaptation, pro-
vided only the quality of being capable of being fung
be preferved, fprings rapidly inte vogue among the
copyifts, and examples of it abound. In fa&, for a
feafon, the bellad occupied & dignified pofition among
lefs facile forma of poetry. It was a form favoured
by the beft poets, and admired by the moft apprecia-
tive Bfteners. But, after a time, as the progrefs of



