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EXECUTIVE POWER.

TiE nnparalled strggle, for the main-
tenance of the Union, from which we lLiave
so lately emerged, is vightly regarded as
one of those creat histovice events which
shape the destinies of nations. Home of
its fruirs arve already palpable to the gross-
est gense. It has freed us [rom the enrse
and opprobrinm of legalized human bond-
age ; it hias demonstrated onr eapacity for
snecessinl warfnve, upon a grand seale, on
Tandd and sea ; and in proving to ns, as it
has incontestably done, that we have noth-
ing to expect from rhe good-will, little
from the honesty, and still less from the

magnnndmity of two, at least, of the most
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powerful nations of the old world ; it has
also tanght hoth them and ns that, so long
as we are frne to onrselves, we lLave little
to fear from their enmity, It has aronsed
into nonwonted activity all the inteilectnal,
moral, and impulsive energies of the Ameri-
can mind ; and if it has bronght ont, in
bold and revolting reliel, all that is most
odions and humiliating in man, it has
expanded and invigorated all that inspives
him with noble thonghts and high aspira-
tions. and «ll else that exalts him to a rank
in the secale of being, ““but a little lower
than the angels ;7 and whatever else may
befall ns, we may confidently hope that the
crnd impulse it has thos imparted to onr
career of ntellectnal and moral eivilization,
is destined to endure.  Let this great boon
b omr consolation for the terrible sacrifices
it has cost ns.  Bor it is not npon these
topies that I design to dwell, and I address
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myself at onee to the task I have under-
taken.

One of the conzgequences of the Rebellion
has been to awaken public attention more
strongly than it had yet been, to o greal
problem of constitational Ihw s a problem
of transcendent importance, and demaml-
ing the earnest and dispassionate eonside-
ation of the Amcrican people. It was
disenssed in the eonstitutional convention ;
by the contemporaneons public press: by the
writers of the “ Federalist,” two ol whon
were among the most distingnished men-
bers ol the convention, alter it had boen
submitted to the people for rvatification s
amd in the conventicns of the several
States; and it has to a greater or less
extent, incidentally provolied diseussion
under nesrly every administration of the
national government, frow clat of Waslh-

ington inelusive, down to the present day,
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It has alse been boiefly treated by our
writers on  eonstitntional  jurispradence ;
and, with regard to some of ity elements,
aubjected also to judicial sernting. And
vet, now, nnder all the lights thos shed
upon it, alter the Inpse of three-gqnarters of
a century, it not only remains practically
nnsolved, but presents itselt nnder new and
alovming phases, 1 havdly need to say that
I vefer to the =cork of EXnertive POWER
i ont national =ystem of government, and,
iridentially, to the line which separates it
fronu the lesislative power. The subject
alvead y ocenpies no inconsiderable share of
the publie attention, and has awakened, in
o siigh degrse, the solicitude of thonght-
ful men. Lo wonld have been strange, and,
o the enlighrensd parriot, disheartening,
el ir been otherwise.  Unfortunately, it
has now becowe complieated with party

polities, sl conseguently ohsenred in the



