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PREFACE

IT has been my aim, in writing the [ollowing
pages, to produce a book at once rcliable, short,
and clear, which shonld belp to a sound under-
standing of the Book of Common Prayer.

My cxpenence of the requirements of the public
schools, and indeed of the educated laity penerally,
seems to show that nothing is so muach needed in
order to complete and justify the gencral appre-
ciation of the beautifia]l Scrvices of the Church of
England, as some knowledge of the history of those
Services, and of the prnciples and causes which
have guided their development. In my atfcmpt
to supply this need, I have tried to put the assurcd
results of the most recent criticism in as brief and
clear a form as possible.

Although the title of this lntroduction would
appropriate its uze to lay people, it is hoped that
the clergy also may lind it uscful in their teaching,
and that it will be found sufficicntly complete
and accurate for use in the ordinary curriculum
of theological colleges and elsewhere,

I have, wherever possible, gone to original
authorities for information ; but I have also availed
myself of the latest modern research which seemed
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to bear upon the subject, especially of the recent
works, in French or German, by M. Batiffol and
M. Duchesne, and by Professors Bickell, Thalhofer,
and Harnack; as well as of the well-known
standard works of English avthors. In this con-
nectton 1 have to thank two friends for most
kindly reading the manuscript before it went into
the printer's hands, and for making many valuable
sugpestions—the Rev. Dr. Barmby, Vicar of North-
allerton, late Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford,
and Principal of Hatfield [all, Durham; and the
Rev, W. H, Frere, of Radley.

I can scarcely venture to hope, in dealing with
a subject =20 wide and so full of many dilferent
kinds of difficultica—historical, theclogical, litur-
oical, and antiquarian—that [ have altogether
succeeded in avoiding mistakes. Bot if this Intro-
duction should stimulate further interest, and lead
to a greater appteciation of 3 Book already dear
to 5o many thousands of Englishmen and English-
women fu all parts of the world, its end will have
been tn a preat measure fulfilled, and the pleasant
labour of its composition well repad.

E, H. E.
TIORKING,
Aprid, 1896,
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