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SAINT PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
CONCORD
One Hundred and Filticth Anniversary Observed—ITistorieal
Mildress

{ay fens PO Hodgmoan

The one huwdred sod Gllieil an-
niversary  of Pt Paul’s Trotestaant
Episcopal Church of Coneord, origi-
nally organized as a mission chnreh,
tnader tlie nuee of

1o I, who spoke of the Tate Dr,
Jo Ho Bames, a [ormer well-known
reeloe, and the ety and parish i his
time; Hidward K. Woodworth, Tao.,

whio spoke of the

it Thomas'
Chapel,” January
3, 1817, was duly
abserved  the
presenl wmontls,
Lhe principal
event belng a -
boanguet at  the
Momerial Parish
Mouse, holiden
on lhe eveming
of Weidnesday,
January 3, for
convenienee sale,
with Hon, K-
ward €. Niles as
toastmasler;
while appropriate
religions. services
in the chureh
were held o
Fraday and Sun-
day evenings,
Junuvary 5 and 7,
witli sermons by
Rev, Brian C.
Hoberts and Rey,
Williumy  Porter  Niles, respectively.
The speakers at  the centennial
banquet  inclwded Burns P Hode-
man, Esg., who gave an historical
sketeh of the chureh; HRev., Howard

Salme Paml’s Church

T Iate D Dantel O,
iy ) Lioberts, the first
L vice-rector; ITon.
Samnel Fastian,
whozesnbjoet wag
“Bishop Niles ag
a Reclor™; Nev.
=ame] 5. Drory,
1.1, who spoke
of “"The Daugh-
ters of the Par-
ish™'; Gen. II. 1,
Dudley, who iis-
sussed Parsh
Finanees™; ey,
W. Htanley
Lnery,  prescnt
vice-rector,
whose suhject was
She Present
Parish ™ o, last,
bt not least, Rt
Rev, Edward B
Pavker, D, 1),
Bishiop of the

New  Hampshire
dhovese.

The historical  adddress by My,
Hodgman 1s of seneral interest, nol
only to members of the denomination,
bt the people st large, and iz pres-
ented, in full, as follows;
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HIETORICAL ADDRRESS

The stwlent of the  epclesiastieat
history of Coneond finds, of reeond,
little  to =pecially  characterize  or

otherwise distingui=h its carly il'l\‘-
from other New Hampshive townships
of the swme perimd.

As tnoall other colonial towns, |
assime thal, mwong e earliest sef-
tlors of Concord, there wern those,
i the tath wore known, whe were
imelined (o reoard religions (uestions
frof o worldly point of view, =il 1
have no dould that, with vave ex-
e [-rnmn they were religions people,
ated, if not actively assovinted with
sone relimions Doy, nevert Leless wore
reasonsbdy dolesant of the views of
others aod Treated religions nslbers
with  becomning  revercnee.

Wlen it @s renembered that e
Protestant Episeopal Clarel, or the
Lnglizh Chueeh. as then styled, was
the (st to weive and be estaldisledd
o this contivent, awl i particokae
alomg 1he const Droma the Wennelws:
sontlowarls when we have in and
et o H05, on the coast of Aaine,
at e fiwe of the Wevmonth Fxpe-
dition, il Imbisng pel with the
Fnglizh ot twir daily pravers, and
that, o5 cavly as 1HOT, ot Hamodobie,
in tlut state, the first chimireh building
erecied by the Eoglish on the North
Amorteann continent wias estalilished
within the walls of Fort =t George,
where the Rev. Bichard Heyiour, a
pricet of the Doelish Clhareh, minis-
tered] thivteon yeanrs before the k-
e ol Lhe Pilgrims st Plyionth Raek
wh wet vecall that the fiest chiureh
edifice erecled o Portsioutl for pe-
lighons worship as carly us LS, was
i Fpiseopal Choreel; when we peeall
the close allinnes Dhetween the [

lish € hored aval the roval government
atil

me s elfores at colonizalion:
whon we biut in iind that the
vopal harel o, fone it Wesi
Clavenwnt was compleie as carly ps
177081 Cormgshom 179 a0 Hodderness
i 17857 apl at Hopkinton as enrly
as 1803, 1 1= nob remarkalle G0 (e
ey be omade why the ehurel

Frandie

]!lm”rlrll.l

wis ot oran el Coneord until
1517,

But when we look further, snd pe-
member that the Aerrimaek Valley
wiis =etthal lnvgely e Mnssachuscits
Favnilies: that the Puvitanical ideas of
Hiee Massachisetts hrethren were not

cotducive 1o the Toether  extension
of the Eaglish Chel in the teviitory
comimg  under the  jurisdiction of

Massachusetts Bay: and when we
potider over the recorded  instanees
of  bigotry,  evuelly  and  spivitoal
blindness of the Massaelmsetts qu-
tharitics, wud the Paritanionl definnee,
tbekeration, sind failnee Lo Lol knul—
Iy those wha differsd from Lhem in
religons beliefs il practices: aud
when we leaom of the feeatment ae-
cordad e winizters ad members of
the Engli=h Clinvel at Portsionth, it
i=, indeold, pot diffienlt to realize why
the Chureh was s0 long in gaining o
foaring in {his purtienlyr section of
New  llampshive.  If there  were,
auong e cariy scitlers of Coneord,
thome fuchined to belicve o (lae doe-
trmes of il e=tablished church of
their native laml, it s Httle wouder
Lt temerity, aml perliges reasonualile
satisfnetion with religions conditions
s they foond thenn, sy bave had a
vestrining influence until they lisdg
20 ineressed i numbers, both within
i without the confines of this lown-
ship, as to give them eourage, both
apritualby ond Guaneially, to publiely
deckure their allegianee (ot princi-
ples enunciated o the Book of Come-
mon Praver,

Then, too, it st be rememnberel
it the nominal =upervision of the
colonial ehiovel by the Bishop of Lon-
don was n very nnsalisiaclory ar-
rongenient,  The bomg and  periloos
vovage of G0 tles on the parl of
cannfulates for Tloly Oviders kept miany
fromn applying an all, andd of the few
whose zeal mopelted Cthem forwhnl,
some perished by shipwreck, o diod
abroad, with the eesubt that it was
practieally dnpessible 1o obiain an
aderpuate stafl of native-horn chergy-
wedn, =0 the Clueel was Hherelfore de-
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poendent wpon Koehisl recrmi= Ao,
unfortumatelv, of the few who o
sy were =l pted for the puepose.
1t is fene that the elerey nothe Noew
Finghaned colomes, generally =peaking,
were of the viost exemploy elinracter,
Dt they were few ol satfersd aaeh
prerseettion frong the Poaritans, = who
assinedd the wight of toaxing all for
the =uppert of their wnisters al
wert g=hovises; amd, wlerever they
could gain over the local sovernog
to  their persuasion,  proeocded  to
enforee thewr claim= with =ignal vio-
lenee, ™

And -agaun, 10 mtst b resenihered
that whon the Hevolunonare Waor
conpnenesd, there wore not moree than
ehglity clergvamen of e Clorels to the
northward wd eastwaed of Narvlawl,
a0 et the comparatively <l pume-
ber of ehurehmen vy Dol part at-
treibutable to fh . Al again,
after emerzing from the  troubilons
perind of the Revolutioneey Wi, in
sy pstabiees sonall erounps [t
ful to the Chureh, were linnpelaily
unahle to support a clerevmam, 31
indeed bie ol e Fomud.  Then,
too, alter the Wair, the Sovicty lor
the Propagation of the Cospel witli-
drew its sappart swd, Tollowed s= 0l
was by the lomg dawn out contro-
versy over the Kpscopate, eonditions
must heve been soeh s 1o practieally
[restpone Tor Lhe thme Teing aoy s
vial activiiy in chureh work.

However far the Puritanieal doe-
irines of Alazsachusetts wore carried,
sic for ous Comeord 1z coneerual, ws
churell history  demonsiendes  thal
greater toleration in rebigions watters
prevailed than was, perhaps, manifest
clstwhere.  But in tlose dovs when
the titles to the bowls of the carly
sottlers were ut stake, s exewipli-
fieed i the Bow controversy, when a
unity of interests wos necessary for
the advaneement of  ceonomie pur-
site, when it was essential that the
vumber of [aetions of any =ort should
be reduced to the smallest desree, it
1B now edsy Lo pereeive that tiere
Iili;.{llf well have Lieen 1|||f:u?=ilinl|. Liest

only o denonnat iopal chineehes, bt
tor the C'hiarel of Englansd

In stwdving the Bistory of  {he
parizh, it s oectirre] 1o me tliat
there sve eortain [|<'!-ilrl.‘- it which it

15 logrendlv diviled, the first embaie-
e the organization period, when we
weve known ps st Thomns” Chapel,
extending from  Januarv 5, 1817,
tor 18357 the secomd, extending from
July 15, 1533, when =t, Paul's ]"lllr—ll
wag definitely established, 1o 1
the thivd, commmeneing with the P
torste of e Fames, and embnacing
the wmmistrations of Bizhop Niles,
aud Dir. Boberts, gl the Dnst com-
prenernE ot h the acecssion of Edward
Molville Parker to the Bishoprie, aud
mming too the prezent.
=lall present the carlier periods
for wonr considerition in greater
detad than the more modern hizrory,
as others will consider the historieal
facts of the present dayv pavish amd
the story of those sreat prelates whe
Iave been more recently associatod
with =1, Paul s
T have mentioned sooe of The liandi-
anpe under which thechurehooen of Uais
early peviodd labored. but eventnally
thew dul aetively asert their religious
Peeliel=, sl =leps were taken wherehy
a eeting for orgsiizalion purposes
wos hebd Japuaey 5, ISLT. ad the liome
ot Abe Cody rpeobably Albemearle
Caely ) then =tanding  where  the
Phienix atel i now loeatod, at which
the Lhe hasis of an association wag
presented by o conuntties whicel il
Been appoimied for that purpose, sod
wlhiel was =subscribed by the [ollow-
g persons: Albe Cady,  Samgel
Crreen, Arvthor Togers, Tsane Fastman,

lzzae Hill, John D, Baddey, Arveen
Blanehard, Walter 1 Hill, Augusins
H. inllin, John West, Jr., Daniel

Cireenleal, Jereminh Blanehard, and
Artemas  Blanchand. St Thomas’
Chapel was the name selected for the
assovciation. o 1821, the names of
Sainpson Bullavd, Thomas Waterman,
Eben  LeBosquet, Toses Fessenden
and Williamn Kent were added, thus
niking  eighteen names, cleven of




