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AMERICANIEMSE AND BEITICISME

PN a novel written in the last
decade bue one of the nine-
teenth century by an Aus-
tralizn lady in collaboration

* with a member of Parlia-
ment, one of the characters stops another
" to ask for the explanation of this or that
Austrzlian phrase,” wondering whether
" it woald he better to give the Englich
meaning of each word after the word
itself, and to keep on repeating it all
through. or would it do to put a foot-
note once [or all, or how wounld it do to
have a little glossary at the end 7' As it
happens, oddly enough, the authors of
The Ladies (ralffery have not themssives
done any one of these things: and there-
fore, if we chance to read their fiction,
we are left to grope for ourselves when
in the first two chapters we are told of
“ihe wild howling of the #émgess in the
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seraed,” and when we learn that the hero
had “eaten his evening meal —damper
and a hard junk of waefeds fesh V'-—while
his * baffy of tea was warming.” Then we
are informed that “he had arranged a
bed with his blankets, his swae lora pll-
low," and that he wished for 2 good mate
to share hiz watch, or even “a black
¢racker upon whom he could depend as a
scout.”  We are told also that this hero,
who “was not intended to graé along”
hears a c¢all in the night, aod he refects
“that a black fellow would not com-ee in
that way,” Later he cuts up “a i of to-
baceo ;' he says " we can pors now" he
speaks of living oo wild plums and famdé-
ceed ;" and he makes mention of "4 cer-
tain rsedas.” From the context we
may fairly infer that this last term is the
Auysrralian equivalent of the Western zen-
derfoed : It whe shall explain the mean-
ing of damper and dingors, cow-ce and dan-
dicoor P AT why have scrwd and &4,
grrud and Ay, taken on new meanings, as
though they had suffered a sca-change in
the long wvoyage around the Cape or
through the canal 7

Asg yet; g0 for a5 I know, no British
critic has raised a cry of alarm against



