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FROM SAN DIEGO TO LA PAZ

The entire coast of Lower California, from the boundury- General de
line to La Paz, with the exception of Ban Lucas bay and “rPHemeieonst
the valleys of Todos Santos and San Jogé del Cabo, is bar-
ven in the extreme. The land is generally high and pre-
¢ipitous and its approaches bold. There are many places
where a ship may anchor and find some protection from the
prevailing coast-wind.

During the sommer months, strong eontheast gales of Winds

short duration are frequent in the vicinity of cape San
Loecas, bot rarely oxtend so far north as Oedros island.
During the months of June, July, Augnst, and September,
the winde were from the northward and westward on the
Pacific coast of the peninsnla. The nights wers ordinarily
ealm, with heavy dews. The breeze would spring up from
the westward about 9 w. m., hauling gradually to the north-
ward as the day ddvanced, and attaining its greatest foree
about3p. m. Oceasionally we had light southerly winds;
but the prevailing winds were from the northwurd and wost-
ward.

In the gulf of California, during the latter part of May
and the first of June, the winds were light from the sonth-
ward and the weather pleasant.

Between Ban 1Mego and Cedrog island, doring the menth  westher.
of September, the weather wus misty und foggy in the night,
clearing up every morning about 10+ a. m., and the remain-
der of the day clear and pleasant. After leaving Cedros
island, there wus a marked change in the weather ; mueh
less fog, the mornings clearing earlier, the temperature
lower, and the winds lighter.

We were near the land and within the influence of the ourrents,
regular tides, instesd of the corrent which ia enconuntered
farther off shore. The tides are influenced by the prevail-
ing wind, and set from one-quarter to three-quarters of a
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knot per hour. We experienced a strong current setting to
the eastward around cape San Lucas.

The boundary-line between the United States and Muxico
is marked by a monument of white marble, standing on a
low table-land about 300 yards from the beach.

The Coronados islets are barren rocks of trap formation,
sbout seven miles from the coast, extending in a northwest
and sontheast direction, abont five miles, Thesouthernmout
is the larges!, two and a half miles long, and its highest
peak is about 800 feet high., The southeastern extremity
of the islet bears &, 20° 30' W. from the monument, and is
an excellent land-mark in making San Diego. From the
tamonnment to Descanso point, sixteen miles, the coast trends

Mo
povcan 8. 29° E,, and is generally bluf¥, from 50 to 80 feet high, with

Anghorpge.

a range of hills abont 500 feet high g few miles inland, and
a range of monntains back of them. One of these, ealled
Table mountain, in 2,500 feet bigh, and remarkable, and
another, a triple-peaked mountain a few miles sonth, is
2,700 feet high.

To the sonthward of Descanso point the land recedes
somewhat, forming Descanso bay. Bogar-leaf rock benrs
8, 54° 30 K. from Descanso point. 1t is a small low rock
about 15 feet high, and apparently the only denger to be
apprehended in the bay,

There is an anchorage to the sonthward of the rock often
used by the small coasters.

From Descanso point to point Sal-si-Puedes, sixteen
bay Emnt @Eﬂ“

miles 8. 39° K., the coast is generally saud_r, with un oeen-
sional rocky cliff, and mountains rising a short distahue
inland.

Honndings taken three m:les from land gave no bottom At
forty fathoma,

Todos Hentos From point Bal-si-Puedes to Todos SBantos islands is 3.

Lslazed .

282 H. 13 miles. These isleta extend about two miles in
a northwest and goutheast direetion. The weatern one is
about ome mile in length, east and west, a quarter of a
mile wide, and from 30 to 60 feet high; the eastern one
about the same length, northwest and southeast, balf a mile
wide, and 250 feet high. Both are surrounded by detached
rocks and kelp ; there is a boat-passage between them.

Point Sala. From point Sal-si-Puedes to cape San Miguel, 8. 542 30

Ban

Eariian, " E. 12 miles, the coast is of sand bluffs and rocky eliffs
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abont 50 feet high, with high hills just back, and the mount-
ain range a fow miles inland, but presenting the appear-
ance, to one a few miles at sea, of being immediately on the
coast. :

Cape Ban Miguel, the northern limit of Todos Santos bay,
is high and bold.

From eape San Miguel to Encenada point, B. 81¢ 30/ B,  Jepe San Mg
34 miles, the cost is bold, with cliffs from 50 to 200 feetPint
high. There is a large fleld of kelp near Encenada point,
with sixtesn fathoms of water at its sonthern end.

From Encenada point, which is 370 feet high, the coast Aathorsge.
recedes considerably to the northward and eastward, form-
ing a snug anchorage, where vessela may anchor in from
three to seven fathowms, sandy bottom, perfectly sheltered
from all winds, except those from the southwest.

The obwervation-spot was at the west end of the samd- Obrervaiion
beach, where it joins the bluffs of Encenada point, (see plan
of the anchorage.) From this point the land awesps around
to the southward and westward to point Banda, which is
eight and a half miles distant, and is the sonthern limit of
Todos Bantos bey. Tho land at the bottom of the bay is
tow and sandy, and the sonndings, at the distance of omne
mile, from three to five futhoms.

Point Banda is high, the highest peak being 500 foet, Beodspeist
with ontlying rocks extending three-foorths of a mile in &
uorthwesterly direction.

There is s whaling-station sbont three miles to the east- Anchorage.
ward of the point, in the bay, with a good anchorage shel-
tered from all winds, except those from the westward.

The chanoel between point Banda and Todoas Santos chasns.
islands is about three mies wide and free from all dan-
gers, exeept the ontlyiog rocks off point Banda mentioned
above.

From point Banda to point Soledad, 8, 41° 15/, BE. 12 Tedseoal
mifts, the eoast is high and precipitons, with deep water
close to. Point Boledad is low and rocky, rising abruptly
to a height of 500 feet.

Soledad rocks, one mile west of the point, are of emall
extent. They sre 20 feet high, and are surrounded by kelp.

There is a clear passage between them and the point, Keep- puuag.
ing clear of the kelp on both sides.
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To the sonthward of the point, near two houses, there is
good anchorage in from 8 to 10 fathoma, sheltered from the
coast, wind.

From point Soledad to cape Colnett is B. 35° B. 4173
miles. The coast recedes somewhat betweon the two points
and is generally low, rising rapidly inland.

Cape Colnett is & remarkable headland, nearly semicir.
enlar in form, with perpendicular cliffs from 100 to 350 feet
high, of a dark-colored rock, (nearly black,) ona bed of
light sandstone, the comst retaining the same appearance
for about 10 miler to the northward. The cape bearing
ENE., distant 7 miles, shows dark with yellow sand be-
yond.

From cape Colnett the coast trends to the northward and
eastward for a short distanee, forming Colnett bay, where
good anchorage may be found in from 6 to 8 fathoms, sandy
bottom, sheltered from northerly winds.

From cape Colnett to the eastern end of San Murtin’a
island iz 8, 38° 15" E. 30 miles. For sbout ten miles to
the sonthward of the cape the coaat is lower tham above,
with shoal water and numerous flelds of kelp making off
three or four miles from the land, Thenee to Ban Martins
island the coast is low and seandy, the water shoal as above,
bt as far as we conld see with no ontlying dangers.

Four miles to the northward of Ban Martin®s istund {s the
bay of Bau Ramon, formed by & slight indentation in the
coagt-line, which is hera of low sand-hilla from 50 fo 100
feet high. At the ponthern extremity of this bay, extend-
ing two and a half miles, iz a remarkable perpendienlar
cliff of dark rock from 150 to 200 feet high.

Two miles and & bhalf west of this eliff is San Martin's
island, with a clear passage between them carrying from
10 to 16 fathoms, apparently free from all dangera.

HSan Martin's island is of veleanie origin, nearly cireular
in form, with ils greatest diameter extending two miles in®an
east and weat direction, It iz qaite barren, producing noth-
ing but the prickly pear, and a little stunted bush growing
amwong the rocks.

The highest peak is 400 feet and is the crater of an ex-
tinct voleano, its diameter being 350 feet and its depth

. abont 40 feet.




There is # good anchorage on the sontheast side of the Aschersge
island, off the mouth of a small lagoon; and a better one
on the northeast side in a snog little cove, which we have
named Hassler cove, whers & ship may auchor in 8 or 9
fathoms profected from all winds exeept those from the
porth., The eastern side of the eove is formed by huge
bowldera which extend off to the northward, making an ex-
cellent breakwater.

Bewo rock lies 8. 12 30 W. 34 miles from the eastern end Benerock.
of San Martin’sistand. ¥t has from 9 to 12 feet of water on it
with 5 fathoms ¢lose to, and no bottom at 17 fathoms, 400
yards from it. The sea does not break on it in moderate
weather.

From the east end of Ban Martin’s island to Reef poiut is,n Mardns
8. 46°E.8,f, miles. Thecoast between is formed of lowsand. Pt
hills except ataboat five milea to the norvhward of the point
where one of the * Five Hills” borders directly on the sea.

From Recf point to cape San Quentin, 8. 80° E. 1§$fmmm
mileg, the coast ia low and rocky with numerons projeeting i
points and ontlying roeks over which the sea breaks heavily.

Afuoern point is an ontlying rock near cape San Quentin,
and is thesouthernmost point. Mount Mayo, the highest part
of the cupe, is 210 fest in height, wnd is in the cenler of
the peninsnla forming the weatern side of port S8an Quentin.

Entrada point is low and reeky, but may ba approached
to within & quarter of & mile. '

The land abont port San Quentin (see plan) is low andﬂ:m Ban Qe
sandy, and entirely withoot vegetation. The five remark-
ably placed mountains of voleanic origin, on the north side
of the bay, cansed one of the early navigators to call this
the ¥ bay of Five Hills.”

These mountains are from 800 to 1,106 feet high, except ¥ive Hilla
the weatern one, previonsly mentioned, which has an alti.
tude of 460 feet.

Mo vessel drawing over 12 feet shonld attempt to enter purecuons
this bay without either buoying the channel or sending a
boat shead, as the channel nsually shifts with every south-
east gule, and is narrow and tortuoms with not ever three
fathoms on the bar. TFor small vessels it is a most excellent
harbor, affording perfect protection from every wind.

To enter the port, stear for Eutrada point, (the last rocky
point passed in emntering,) giving it & berth of a quarter
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of a mile; then steer N'W. about 800 yards, until you pass
asandspit making ont between Entrada and Bextant points;
then head up for the latter point W. by N., passing it close
to, as the channel at this place is very narrow.

Sextant point is low and sandy. After passing it, follow
the shoreline, and anchor in § or 6 fathoms half a mile in-
gide the point.

The coast abount the bay and for ten miles to the sonth-
ward is low and sandy, with high hills & short distance in-

a dark color, decreasing in height again gradually until it
reaches point Baja, a low sand-cliff 8, 31° 30/ E,, 253 miles

from cape San Quentin.

There is & reef and line of kelp extending for a short
distanee to the southward from point Baja, and vessels
entering the bay of Rosario should give it a goad berth.

oy o Be- Bouth of point DBajs the land recedes eonsiderably,

inm

forming the bay of Rosario, where veasels may find pro-
teetion from the coast-winds. The country about the head
of the bay near point Baja is fertile and coltivated. and

Fresh provis gupplies of vegetables, fresh beef, and watér may be ob-

tained there. The old mission of Rosaric is a fow miles in-
land.

Point Tafa to  From point Baja to point San Antonio 8. 40° E. 14 miles,
pal Bax Aot phe ponstis of sand-blaths, from 50 to 100 faet in height, with

high hills and table-lands a short distance inland.

san Gerinima  From point Baja to Ban Gerénimo island is 8. 229 30 B

ieland,

Ubpminaed.

91 miles. The island is about & mile in length, NNE. aml
S3W., and a third of & mile wide. Been from the north-
ward it shows three hills of moderate elevation, the highest
150 feet, and it is low at both ends. The island is of sand-
stone formation, and is eovered in many places with s mix-
tare of sand and guapo. Tt is surrounded by kelp and ont-
Iying rocks, excopt on the southeast side at the foot of the
highest peak, where there is a small shingle-beach,

There is & passage about four miles in width between
the island and the mainland ; but it should not be used, ex
cept in cases of great emergency, as kelp covers nearly the
entire apace, and no doubt covers many hidden dangers,
though we were unable to find any in the short time deveted
to that purpose.




