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PREFACE,

Tue following pages were begun during a few
weeks of enforcod rest from active labor, in response
to repeated requests from friends, benefactors and
fellow-workers for information respecting the
methods adopted in earying on the work of St
Mary's Chapel. It was hoped that by a brief
history of the work the information could e more
satisfactorily given than was possible by private
correspondenca. To the fulfillment of this pur-
poze it waz sought to add such details as would
make a permanent yecord prized by the colored
people whe have heen associated with the parish.
In earrying out this very restricted and simple
purpose, the review of difficuleies of the past. the
singular perplexities of the present, and the great
ancertainty of the whole problem of the Mturve of
the coloved people, hove tempted the writer fo
extend the plan, and to offer sowme suggestions,
and to draw some inferences from a somewhat ex-
ceplional experience, which he trosts will not be
wholly unaceeptable nor nnprofituble to such read-
ers &5 may be indueed by their iuterest in the snb-
ject to consider them.

[n performing the task, it was tmpossible not to
foresee that in the endeavor to tell the whole truth
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4 Preface.

and to express his opinions with entire candor, he
wonld hardly escape wonnding the feelings and
pechaps call forth some carnest, if not bitter, dissent
slike from the people of the North, of the Sonth,
and from the eolored people themselves, DBut lie
felt no less convineed that it was only by telling
the trnth and the whole troth that he conlid
contribute testimony of any value in the solntion
of a problem of great difliconlties doubilesg, but of
still reaterimportance, Ile haz long zinee learned
that he can rely npon the indulgenee of his friendz
for all ervorg of judpment, many of which will
dounbrless be delected 1o these pages. A more
goncral publie he does not venture Lo hope io
veach., For defects of any other character his
only apology must be that he makes no pretension
to # richl Lo enroll imeelf on the Loo-crowded list
of authors, olher than an etimate knowledge of
the thingz of which hie writes.
THE AUTHOR
MovsT CaLvary CLERGY HOUZE,
Neer, Tal, THRY
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