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i Py WAS led to arrange * Tug Ona- |
i | tneg krost g Poera,” by absery- i
i ing the vivid interest taken by |

persons of all ages na very com-
| mon-place Fortune-Teller in the
~ hands of a young girl. 1Tt occur-
red to me that T might avail myself of this love
ol the mysterions, for the intellestual enjoyment of
my family cirele,

Instead, however, of the pastime of a few days,
it has been the work of every leignre moment for
six months.  The first movement was the pebble
thrown into the strerm ; cirele after eirele formed,
until [ found, with old Thomas Hewrwood,

A
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' My pen was dipt

e

i
i
%
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As wallin opening cach lid mumeserips, }
As tracts more velgar, whetaer read or aung
In aur Jomestia or rmore thralian fopgue,” ;
How rich these six months have been in rheI
pure-..t and kighest enjoyment, 1 will not stop fo

: say; but to be allowed to float in sueh an atmo- %

' sphere, baoyed up with the sweetest sympathies f

L of friends, may be conecived to be no commeon }

"imppimwa And now, with the hope of cummu-g

i nleating & portion of this pleasure more exten- {
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¢ sively, [ yvield this volume up as a publie uﬂ"amng,
for 1he advancemnent of [hose rational social cn-
! joyments which seem to belong to the moral
movement of the nge.

I do not know hew far eavly associations may
have influenced me, but I distinetly recollect the
first Oraele of my childiood. At the age of eight
¢ years [ attended a female geminary in o village.
The classes wers allowed a izl hoor for reerea-
tion, and they usually played on the green within
view of the academy buildipg, One day 1 ob-
served w gronp ol givls of the senior class pass
beyond the honnds and enter the church, which |
was opened for some approaching oceasional ser-
viee. 1 followed quietly, They welked through
the nisle with agitated whizpers, znd ascended to
the pulpit. Then each, in turn, opening the large |
i Bibie, laid a Gnwer, with elosed eves, on o verse,
% and read it aloud, as indicating hier fute or char-
3
;
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: muoter.
' 1 well remember the eagerness with which 1
; listened on the staies tor [was auid to erowd |
Linto the pulpit with the big givls, Asthey retived, i
[entered. T can recail the timid fecling “lﬂli
D which [ glaneed round the shadowy building, the
awe with which I clesed my eves and placed my
- small finger on the broad page, and the faith with j
« which I rend my (hraois, :
i
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[ mugt make an early apelogy for venturing to |
alter the tenses ol authors so as to eonform to |
unswers. [ ried the method of literal extracts, ;
but they were defleient in spirit and dim-cmu—.su.;
1 ean now only warn my veaders not to guote the
Orearles habitually, 8% cxact transeripts, but vesoert ?
to the originals, | have trembled as if it were |
sacrilege to turn thus the streams of Helicon into ¢
thig little ehannel, but I hepe the evil may bef
balanced by the increased aequaintance of many
with slighited anthors, ‘

[ have not allowed myself to seleet from period- |
jeulse, thoush American journals eontain perhaps
more [verahle specimens of eur literafure than ®
the published volumes to which T have felt bound :
to confine myself. :

My selcetions have extended so far beyond the i
limits of my plan, that | propose furnishing an- |
" ather volnme, in the eonrse of the year, with ad- |
ditional guestions, meluding  translations from
popular anthors, One guestion in the present ;
volume, To whet have you o distaste or aversion?
is, I think, nearly exhausted, whils its opposite.
What gratifies your tosle or effections 7 presents
still an ample field for gleaning. Will this fur-
nish any argnment against those asceties, who
think mizery preponderates over happiness? One
faneiful question in the succceding volume will
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