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. ToE subject selectad for the poem of MENawA
may, at least, claim the merit of novelty. The last
two pocms in this yolume, ou pimilar topics, appeared
many years ago in a small privately-printed eollection
by the present Author, and werc the only ones, he
believes, of their length, then published, the matorialy
for which were drawn from the same sources, namely,
the Country of the Red or North American Indians.
MENana, writfen also o considerable time since, con-
taing a more ample description of the habits and
customs of those intereating tribes than either of ils

predecessors.



TO MY MANUSCRIPT OF MENANA.

1
Ab, we! what sndden it hae ecle’d thee now,
That thoo womld'st fain go wander forth abroad,
Whera men thy fanlm shall scan, nor aught allow
To be descrving of tha allghicat leud 1

I.
Beneath thy parent’s roof thou loog hast dwalt
T calm contentment and wohroken ease;
Then why forsake 1t now, whan be bas felt
80 long thy presence in hia leisure plesse? |

I1L.
Ah? id it wise, with high wmbitinos aim,
Ta challonge pedante dull, or ¢rltics soitr,
And roam in searoh of—whet? some pariial fame,
To leed, perchanes, s yoar, or searce an howr 7

" v,
Doet thon in gaudy binding wiszh to shine,
The livery of ench Titerary back ¥
Better far keep within » homely ehrlne,
Than strot sbodt with gold upon thy back,
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MENAN A.

CANTO I

4B dering In lova, and so doutitles in war™
S1n W. Scorr.

Wrps of the West ! skivting whose virgin shore,
Huge forests rise and mighty torrents roar ;
Where Mississippi rolls ite stream along,

Rocks, mountnins, woods, and sedgy banks among ;
Where fruiiful Florida's fair plains extend,

And Nature proves an ever-bountcons friend ;
‘Where flowers and shrubs of every pleasing hue
By towering troes are shelter'd from the view;
Where the Magnolin in pure beauty blows,

And the bright yellow water-lily: glows,

Fresh from the waking languors of the night,
When it has drank the sun's first dranght of light.

= Nymphea lntea,



