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INTRODUCTION.

THis work is a multum in parve of the growth and
spread of Phallicism, as we commonly call the worship of
natare or fertilizing powers, [ felt, when solicited to
enlarge and illustrate it on the sudden death of the
lamented anthor, that it wonld be desecration to touch so
complete 2 compendium by one of the most competent
and soundest thinkers who have written on this world-wide
faith, MNope knew better or saw more clearly than
Mr. Westropp that in this oldest symbaolism and worship
lay the foundations of all the goodly systems we call
Religions; but unfortunately, though writing clearly,
he has only left to. us short and somewhat detached
Essays, this being the longest I have come across, It was,
therefore, with deep concere I heard of his death, and
saw his perhaps last note pencilled at the end of the
proof-sheets—* Confined to bed with a severe attack of
dyspepsia.”

He read a Paper, which justly attracted much attention,
in 1870, before the Anthropological Society, London, in
the days when such subjects were then possible, as they
are not now, owmg to admission of lady members, Mr.
J. W. Bouton, of New York, incorporated this in 1845
with Mr. Staniland Wake’s valuable Paper of the same
pericd and some others, the whole forming his useful
publication entitled Ancient Symbol Worship in the Religions
of Antiquity. Many of the facts there stated—as true for
all time and necessary to show the continuity of the
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faith—will be found in the present epitome, our only
regret being that this short historical summary does not
extend further in time and space as down to these days
and islands, indeed to Europe in general, for Mr.
Woestropp’s researches had assured him that if the old
worshipe are now only dimly perceptible it is not yet so
with the ancient symbolisms—nay, the tendency has been
to amplify these, especially in ecclesiastical architecture,
ornamentation, rites, vestments, &c. He appears to have
been, from divers causes, averse to drive facts and argu-
ments home iato the midst of existing faiths and sacred
books, for this is to increase the dislike naturally mherent
to the subject, and to wound many of the tenderest ¢mo-
tions of a large class, especially of the more ignorant
adherents of cur own and other Religions. 'These cannot
distinguish between the religions student of ancient and
modern art, tracing the various growths of cults in symbols
and rituals, from the aceptic or worse, who has come to
pull down the sacred groves and gods, and thus uproot
all the cherished feelings with which their holy objects,
rites and festivals inspire them. They are willing to smile
over the idea of the origin of a church spire or temple
minaret, aad to laugh at what they think is the mere
ingenuity of the inquirer, but they frown when the inquiry
goes further, and solid facts are advanced proving that their
faith is in every detail a mere evolution of Faiths that
preceded it, just as they themselves are of previous men.
They are willing to accept from a poetical point of view
that « there has been no entirely new religion from the
beginning of the world,” and from a philological, that
our alphabet has evolved from previous alphabets, and
these from some scratchings of savage tribes, but not to



