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INTRODUCTION.

Doamas, ®* * ™ Tha Priooa of Como does mot
woderatend his oo bang nage.

Malnoite. Not a8 you nom 1t Who tha
Ao T

It may be regarded as one of the commendable
peeuliarities of the English language that, despite
provioeiulisma, vulgarisms, neglected education, for-
eign accent, and the various corrapting influcnces to
which it is subjected, it may be understood wher-
ever it is heard, whatever differences of diztanes or
sssociations may have existed between the speaker
and the listener, both claiming familiarity with it
Congiderieg these influences and the arbitrariness of
the orthoepieal rulea of the langnage, there hae been
expressed surprise that frequent degeverations into
uncouth dialeots or patois have not occcurred. A
decent regard for the ecommon weal should cause
gratification that such degenerations have not taken
place, for were it not for the ability of our tongue
to preserve its iodividuality agaiost the tendency
toward corruption, we might reasonably fear such a
Babel-like econfusion, that, when asked, “ Do you
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speak English?” one might appropriately, sans the
profanity, reply in the laoguage of the text, “Not
g8 you pronounce it: Who the dence conld?" While
the majority of people place no other value upon
language than that of convenience, and are indiffer-
ent to any corruption, so long as they can simply
understand and be understood, there is happily &
better class, the mathetie cultivation of which is sach
that those who belong to it are apxious to preserve
the purity of our vernacular nud are ashamed of all
errors of speech in thelr daily ovnversations. For
snch it will aot be uninteresting to look over a num-
ber of errors, principally of preounciation, that are
not formully luid down as such in books, and which
people, even many of the best eduoated, ars oon-
etantly committing, just becanse they have never had
their attention called to them. These arrors are be-
coming more deeply rooted every day, and if not
soon eradieated, it will not be many yegrs before our
orthoepie etandard will be overthrown ae it was in
England soma years ago,

Smart, one of the mnst celehrated of Eoglish or-
thoepista, in the preface of his dictionary says: “ The
proprietora of Walker's dictionary, findivg it would
glide eatirely out of use unless it were adapted to
the present day, engaged me 28 a teacher of elocu-
tion, koown in London sinee Walker's time, to make
the necessary changes.” A standard proncuncing
dictionary is a work that involves an extraordinary
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amount of labor and research in ita compilation,
and exerts sn inflaence slmost autocratieal. The
possibility of its becoming worthless in a short time
is strange, especially when it is not on account of
sny work claiming superiority, but merely because
error long persisted in finally becomes mera anthor-
itative than the original exemplar. With little effort,
however, wa can discern the causes, Parsons are apt
to sequire the pronunciation and uwse of the greater
number of words by imitation, rather than by study.
With eonfidence in the knowledge of the parent,
teacher, minister, physician and others, their exam-
ples are followed without ever considering that they
are often very fallible guides,

A ocomplete dictionaryis an immense volume, and
to turn over its pages with even a casnal observation
of each word, requires an amount of time that few
would feel like devoting to it; and yet this is the
only way in which a pereon can become amusured of
the sanctionod pronunciation and meaning of a great
many words, If they would make it an invariable
rule to make memoranda of all the words they read
or hear spoken, about the orthoepy and import of
which they are not absolutely certain, and at their
first leisure opportunity would consalt their chosen
authority, it would uot be long before the majority
of errors would be corrected, but this requires mem-
ory, inolination, time, coutinuity of purpose, possca-
sion of dictionaries or access to them——circumetances
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thet are eeldom found combined. It will doabtless
be nselesa to rehearse mny of the arguments com-
monly employed to prove the necessity of having
some sovereign standard, to the guidance of which we
must be willing to submit. Those for whom this
work is intended will be willing to admit that. Nor
is it necessary to assert that as far as the Eaglish
speakers of the United States are interested, the only
works that lay claim to such s position are the die-
tionaries of Webster and Worcester. If the right
of the opinions of the majority of scholars through-
out the land were alore considered, the Former wounld
certainly be entitled to the preference; but thoe work
of the latter is toe full of merit and has too many
adherents in the ranks of the eduecated to permit
any one to say that it ia not worthy of high esteem.

With my own preference for the former and with
my willingness to acknowledge the worth of the lat-
ter, I have consulted both authorities concerning
every word in the following vocabulary—that is,
every word requiring refersnce to either. It will he
seen that there is much less diferevce between the
decisione of the two dictionaries than is commonly
supposad. By this reference to each, I have not ooly
corrected errors in an impartis! manoer, but bave also
gtopped up that loop-hole through which so many try
to escape by saying, when they are called to aceount
according to one dictionary, that they do not secept
that as their standard, As far as the people of this
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eountry are concerned, there is no escape from the
eonclosion that a person is considered a ecorrect or
an incorrect speaker of English, aceording to whether
or not he conforms his discourse to one of the shove
mentioned authorities. At firet glance it will appear
that the size of this volume is not at all commensn-
rate to the task of correcting the maoy errors that
are heard in oonr communication with all clusses that
pretend to speak the English language. It ie mot
intended to instract those whoee education has been
o neglectad that they are guilty of the grossest vio-
lation of syntax and orthoepy, nor to cultivate the
taste of those whose selection of words and cant and
slang phreses betrays the low grade of tho associa-
tions by whieh they have been surrounded. It is
designed rather as 2 collection of the more common
of those errors, chiefly orthoepicsl, thet I have be-
fore spoken of as belsg of constant cceurrence even
smong people of education, unless they have paid
considerable attention to philology or belles-leteres.
If by presenting them i this convenient form, thus
saving much time aod trouble in referring to the
dictionary, I have merited the thanks of my readers,
or if I have contributed even a mite toward the con-
servation of the present usage, I shall feel amply
repaid.

I have taken advantage of the alphabetical arrange-
ment to introduce a few misccllancons errors that
might have been placed under a separate heading.



