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NOTE.

_—

In the Tdiocesan Bynod of Aberdeen, Sept, 8,
1863, the following motion was proposed and
adopted, with only two dissentient voices:

“MTaur vaEE Beyop oF ABIRDERN, HATING TAERN
INTO CONSIDERATION THH GREAT DUTY oF PROMOTING
UNITY AMOKG IFDRFENDRNT (HURCHES, NOW UNHAP-
PILY ESTRANGED, OB, ¥OR TARIOUS NEASONS, CUT OFF
FROM ONE ANOTIER, BX6CLYRS T4 PETITION THR Eris-
corsl S¥Nop oF THIR CHUECH TO TAKE INTO 178
SERIOUE CONBIDERATION, WIHRTHER LiNT AND WHAT
MEANE (OULD BE DRFIED YOR ENTERING ON NReo-
OLATIONS WITH THE ScaNprwavia¥ CHUNCHES, WITH
THE VIEW OF ASCERTAINING THE PRACTICABILITY OF
INTERCOMMUNION WITH THE 8AME, oN PURELY Ca-
THOLIC GROUNDS AND EN ACCOEDANCE WITH ESTAB-
LIHED CATHOLIC PRINCIPLEE."

The idea of preparing the following Letters
bad its origin in this motion. The Letters are,
in a great measure, compilations from wvarious
sonrees, and therefore their chief value is—that
they contain, within a narrow compass, 8 con-
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eiderable mass of information which lay seattered
over many volumes, or was not readily accessible
to the ordinary reader,

In procuring books and documents for the
preparation of the Letters, the author has to ae-
knowledge his obligations to the Very Rev. Prin-
cipal CamereLy, of the University of Aberdeen;
Trouas SterBEN, Esq., the author of the * His-
tory of the Church of Beotland ;” the Rev. F.
8. May, 15, Crown Terrace, London; the Rev.
Joun Fyry, M.A., Librarisn, King's College,
Aberdeen ; and especislly, His Excellency G. J. R.
Gonrpon, H. M. Mioister Plenipotentiary at
Stuttgardt, who is intimately and persbnally ac-
quainted with the present state of the Scandina-
vian Churches, and who kindly procared for him
documents and translations which he eould mot
otherwise have obtained.

Two of the Letters, the pecond and third, ap-
peared in the * Scottish Foelesiastical Journal,”
and four—the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh,
in the * Scottish Guardino.” The others are now
printed for the first time.

8rd Week in Lent, 1865,
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THE SCANDINAVIAN CHURCHES.

LETTER I.

Beizr Accoust or reE Inrecvucrion o CHEms.
TIANI®Y INTO BOANDINAVIA.
S,

The history of the Scandinavian Church,
while in its infant state, s neither very foll nor
very explicit. As of Seotland, so of Scandinayia,
we can form only a vague conjecture as to the
century when the first dewn of Christianity was
shed abroad on the country; while, by whom
the Gospel waa first preached, or the exact year
when the messengers of the Cross first reached
the kingdoms of the North, we can with no cer-
tainty determine, We know that Nicolas Bresk-
speare, who, from being a swineberd in the neigh-
bourhood of 8. Alban’a rose to the Pontificate,
under the title of Adrien V., was greatly instru-
mental in the conversion of the North, But it
wonld be nowise more correct to assert that he

B



