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PREFACE.

e

A Wrrenmme anthor has pithily said that a short book should no more
have & long proface than a small house a large portico, According to this
rule mine ought to be brief.

The present volume had ite origin in a series of sixteen papers which
appearsd in The Wilta and Gloucestershire Standard, in the spring and
summer of 1881, They wers introduced by the following remarks :—

‘It mey seem an impertinence for one who is neither a native nor s
resident of the county, to offer ‘‘ Notes on Wiltshire and its Worthies.”
Generous minds will find explanation and excuse in the following facta.

“ My father was 8 Wiltshire man. My paternal grandfather sleeps under
the shadow of Bt. Bampaon's noble tower at Cricklade, a photograph of
which is daily before my eyes. Other ancestors and relatives rest in
the churchyards of Blunsdon, Latton, Eisey, and neighbouring parishes.
Wiltshire traditions, including the two-fold version of the moonraking
legend, were  household words"” in my early home; and Stonehenge was a
favourite family pieture. Visits to Wiltehire were among the pleasures of
my youth. Many of my most intimate friends of later life have been
Wiltshire men. For twenty-seven years I repided near the north-western
end of the shirs, often visiting some of its towns and villages, and having
much intercourse with its people.

“ More than a quarter of a century ago, I read fo a Young Men's Bociety
& paper on some of the Posts whose names are insepsrably associated with
this county., Subsequently I began to collect noter of its Worthiea in
general. These I intended to weave into & popular lecture, to be given at
Cricklade, and a} the delivery of which I had reason to think my Iate
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friend, the much reaspected Richard Mullings, Esq., of Cirencester, a native
of Bishop's Cannings, and Town Clerk of Cricklade, would have presided.
Circumstances prevented my carrying this design into effect, snd for & time
my work waa stayed. 1880, the centenary of my father's birth, recalled my
attention to the subject ; and the results will ba presented in the serien of
papers of which this is the firat."

In compiling these papers I waa often embarrassed by the abundance of
materiale; and my difficulty was to select and condense. Correspondence
and farther researches added to the stock, the poeeession of which suggested
an extension of the work and its re-issue in a more permsanent form. This
conrse was also urged by friends in Wiltshire and elsewhere.

In making these extensions I have received kind and valuable help from
W. C, Kemm, Esq., of Amesbury. This gentleman has not only forwarded
me & large quantity of interesting topographical and biographical materials,
but also furnished some such excellently written sketches that I have given
them with as little slierstion ss my plan would allow. It was also in the
heart of another gentleman of Amesbury, Job Edwards, Esg., to have
afforded me kindly aid, had not illness unfortunately prevented his
doing so.

My thanks for the use of valuable books are due to W. R. Brown, Esq.,
of Trowbridge, John Mullings, Esq., of Cirencester ; snd many others.

Bome further obligations are acknowledged in the body of the work.
J. 8.

Groveesres,
September, 1882,
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