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INTRODUCTION.

It iz not teo much to say that, in the following
pages, & subject is treated of as solemn and im-
portant as any that sen ocoupy the mind of man.
The types and prophecies of Old Testament
Beripture, and the opening out of the one, and
the recorded fulfilment of the other in New Tes-
tament revelation so represent it, snd the sin-
convicted and eelf - condemned pinmer, whose
“heart” has béen “sprinkled from an evil con- Heb. x 2.
acience,” and who has found * penes through the co.:s
blood of the cross,” gives to such mprearant.ﬂtmu
his glad and grateful endorsement.

This treatise is intended not only to reach the
case of those deistical votaries of intellectuality
who, following in “the way of Cain,” avownedly sude 1.
reject, as did their great preto-master in theolozy
before them, all reference to the blood of atonement
in their dealings with God: it has a further aim ;
it would, without ceremony, intrade itself oo the
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devout adherenta of a ritwadislie formalism, which
wonld call to the aid of faith, or rather would
substitute in the stead of the pure actings thereof,
the varied appliances which “the pod of this
world” hea ever at haod, to gratify the eye and
the ear of those who have vet to learn that “ God
is a Spirt,” and that *they who worship him
must worship him in spirit and in froth.”

This treatise would, with na little ceremony,
claim also & hearing from those who would repu-
diate, equally with the elass just alluded to, aught
of sympathy with the deist or the infidel, but
whose rafionalistic tendencies and spurious all-
comprchending charity would seorn, as narrow-
minded bigofs, those who would shut up the
accepted worshipper to the one “new and living
way, congecrated for us, through the wail” that is
to say, the flesh of Jesus—Himaelf ##he woy”
for guilty and polluted man to enter into the
presenca of & holy and righteous God, so as to
deal with Him, in communion, as with =
FATHER.

To these two now fully developed sections of
modern religionists—to each of those ranking them-
eelves respectively under the standard, and fully
imbued with the principles of High and Broad
Churchism—the following pages (on the warrant of
Cod's truth} would direct that word of appalling
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import, © Thow art weighed in he balances, and art Den.v. .
Jound wanting”

Yet wider is the range which this publication
would take; it would enter on a larger circla
still, to challenge from all whom it may find
therein a solemn hearing to its unfulding of the
blessed and all-important temth with which it
deals. Armed with the authonity which belongs
to & full and faithful presentetion of God's own
truth, it would fain grapple with that countless
multitude, steeped in indifferentism and worldli-
ness, who, howeser moral in life, and czemplary
in deportment, however crthodox their creed, and
pious their recognition of a (Ged of Nature end of
Providence, practically live as if blood of infinite
value had never stained our earth; to whom, to
all intenta and purposes, the need and efficacy
of that “precious blood” is as little known, and 1 2et. i,
by whom it is as little esfimated, as by the blas-
pheming Socinian.

The poem which precedes the treatise was the
product of the author's first thoughts on the sub-
joot set forth in his title-page; the remarks which
follow are the result of subsequent close and
prayerful eontact with Scripture, which, in his
hands, he humbly thinks, has been made copicusly
to minister to the evolving and elucidating of this
its favourite and most glorious theme, Of the
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poent it may be remarked, that, senzible as the
author iz of the propriety of presenting to his
reader in plain prose a sabject so weighty and so
truly matter of fact, he nevertheless cannot with-
hold his sonlogy betweem LIGHT in nature and
Love in grace, though investing it as he has done
in pootic garh. The elaboration thersof ministered
to him too much of intense intarest, and was so
the medium of blessing to his own soul, and of
gonfirmation to his own faith in the great doctrine
which he now aims to magnify and commend to
others, and has been by po many perused with
expressed interest and satisfaction, that he scru-
ples not to give to it the prominence which it
occupies in the fore-front of this little work. The
analory in question he believes to be more than
the mere creature of his brin. To say that the
-view therein set forth is original (as far as the
writer i3 aware of ] would ba but 8 poor commen-
dation of it, if by originalily was meant the pro-
duction of & mere pictare of the imagination. If
legitimately to be stamped with this character, its
insertion between the title page and the seriptural
expogition of the subject set forth thereon must
needs be judged a8 an unseemly intrusion, un-
wisely, in the first instance, introducing into the
sphere of fancy the reader whose judgment was,
immedistely afterwards, to be summoned to &



INTRODUCTION. vii

calm and sober consideration of that which, in
the Light of Beripture, is proved vitally to concern
his peace and nsefulness here, and his never dying -
interesta hereafter, .

God, in eternity pnst, 28 yet not manifested in
any act of creation, is a thonght within the gresp
of the human mind. That God would never have
coms out of His own essential being in any crea-
tive act, except with a view to the display of His
glory, in the person of His own divine Som, is &
position which the author conceives rests firmly
on the basia of revenled truth. Christ is repre-
sented as “the beginning of the creation of God ;" ey si 14
% the firstborn of the whole creation ;™* all things
in beaven and earth created by Him, and for
Him ; Himself before oll things, and all things
by Him consigting ; and all this subeervient to
* the erection, on this our earth, of & platform, on
which He was to appear who was “the image
of the invisible God,” on which the titles “#he
Beginning" wnd “the Firsllorn" were, in the
sphere of a new creation, again to attach to Him
in a sense which could alone secure for Him, as
the God-man, that “ pre-sminence” which it was
the Father's design should belong to Him, and
that * fulness” which it was the Father's pleasurs
should dwell in Him—*= AwD [let the force of the

* Hee Greek in Col. i 16



