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INTRODUCTION,

et

Tge following Essays Lave been writbem wt difforent
intervaly iuring our Gfteen years' residence in Ensi
Loundon.  They weve writteir oul of the fulness of {he
moment with o view of giving n volte Lo some need of
whick we had become eonseioee.  They do net, there-
fore, pretemid fo sl forth any systom for dealing will
the social problom ; thev ave siaply the voleeof the dumd
poor, of whose mimd it las been ond priviloge to got
goee nnideratonding.  Thev ard pobilished pow o respong
to the regnests of many o whom they leve bocn
some galde 1 the witys of service, and i e Lo
that the expericnce they offer may bring rich moad poor
focether. It will b oediead that two or lheee grent
principles underhe all the reforms for which we ask.
The equal capacity of all Lo ougoy the best, the saperiority
of gquict ways over those of etriving and ceying, charactor
a5 Ahe one thing neslfel wee e truths with which we
have becoma femilinr, and on these waths we tike s
stovd,  Although the Essnys do oot pretomd fo B o
conneeted whole, it will be seen that theiy arranpgenont
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15 subject to some order.  Those pluced tirst set forth
tha poverty of the poors Those which follow suggest
romte meana by which such poverty may Le met (1)
by individual awd (2) by amdad cetion, with some of the
dangees too which chariiable effort seems lo b lialle,
As wo look back over the experience which these Rsanys
rocall, wi nre eonseious of shorteomimos nnd failuce, bul
they aro due t0 our own want of wisdom sod of Enith,
aml we still Lelivve thad God's will may e done on carth
e it 16 1 heaven, and that the doing of His will means
it Lat losdih amld wenltl,  Eael 1"..1:-|-;|I'|' I= H',';II:IJ |r;'|'
the writer, bt in either ease they represoot oar comimon
thonght, as all that las been done  represerts our
e worlk,

Rasven A. Dapsxert axo Hesugrrs 0 Banxert.

M. dree's  Worrecimuren, ¢ Alay 1484,
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