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Of whom the Rev. Bpencer Murch, of England, has recently
writban ;—

AN Tre. Alexander Carson wrote deserves prescrvabion, His
gingular worth of cherscter; hiz kiodly, pendsl disposition ;o his
Catholic haart ¢ hia punzent pen 3 his reverence for God's word and
truth, and his universal soholasship, ploce Aln fret amongst the sons
af wei"
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Y IS IUNL AND DEQGIATHER,
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Henour the shadew af your shoe-fie” = [I0DERLR.
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PFREFACE.

A REASBON WHY THE AUTHOLR HAS WRITTEN THIS
B0,

HE late Rev. Dr. Wills, an eminent divine and
t_i volnminous writer, formerly of New York
City, gave the world reason to expeet it, by the
following parapraph in his work on “ Christian
Ordinanees,” published in AL, 1852 e says:—

“ Next, among many others that we think of, is the
Grear AvExanpeEr UARsSON, the man that was ad-
mitted by all master-minds to be in advance of his
age 3 he, who saw so farinto the truthfulness of un-
vestricted eominunion, as to declare it a selfevident
principle, and saw about as much anthority in the
Seriptures for restricted communion among the Bap-

tist denomination, as the Papists did for the doetrine
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of Transubstantintion ; and it may be judged (for
it iz in print) from the way in which he handled that
fallacy, that he would have strangled vestricted eom-
munion, had he eome out on it fully, as he would a
lizard from n bog, upon whieh he might set his foot,
Had his life been sparced, he purposed giving to the
world his views of that system, which he utterly de-
nounced as withoul authority in the Waord of God.
But there are those¥ who possess his views upon the
subjoct, given from his own lips; they tell us that
passibly they shall some day give them forth ina .
printed form, and this is no more than the religious
community will expoct from them. Therr testimony
iz, that had the Doctor written his own sentiments,
the Baptist denomination must have stood amazed
~at the absurdity of the pesition they had all along
been atriving to defend.

“The master-mind of Dr. Carson, which would never

suffer him to mince matters, led him to avow that

S

* Tieferring to the author of this warls,
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It has been said that * frand deals in generalities.”
But whether I am chargeable, or not, with being
either too particular, or general, | entreat all my
Christian readers to peruse, carefully and prayer-
fully, both the first and the eighth réFmptem of this
book. The particularvs contained therein apply to all
the people of God, of all sects and denominations ;
but especially and emphatically to the Close Com-
manion Bupfista, T have taken a long titme to write
a short book., It has been wmder contemplaiion for
thirty years. T fully conenr in the sentiments ex-
pressed by an ancient Roman, who said that, © Our
ancestors might be contented with the immoderate
and tedious length of speeches which was in vogue
in those ares. As in truth, to be able to harangue
for a whole day together was, in itself, locked upon
at that illiterate peried na o talent worthy of the
highest admiration, The iinmeasurable inlroduction,
the circumstantial argument, drawn out in dull
varicty of logical deduetions, together with a thou-
rand other impertinences of the same tasteless stamp,

were thon held in supremes honour. To confess the



