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ADVERTISEMENT.

THIE Manunl bna beon proporel ot the grsicelar reguest of 1k Tract Sosiety of
the Byumt of Philadel plis. A l_-u,l.uui::l,'l snirit in the Church of Gaod 35 by oo meine
commendable.  Awd even when diffiemt denoniinntions of prefessing Cliristians zee
coangw led, cithe r L pakiic tenching, or dn aeinl imtereoutee, to Tocur te the puiscs
i megnril b wlden Uiy diciy, it oughl ever fo b i wirk g8 moch mildness and
nailnzive pess na csn Lo teecseiled with Bdeity. 10 de doitag no v than josrisa
to Prosbyierings sy, that (el izye over beek semackable for Ui foedom lom
i prosed fring sparis. Assuradog, et 38 coodennmbinibon ef Chriscians io the Uni-
teal Srntes, From whose polpils @o il is soond of e nndare of o thir wwmn
claims, of Smpegning the peeulizcitis of olhare, ae o thnen of the Preskyresian
Clirel. Sl & 0 senreres wrtered in thelr puble aasmbiliog adapited 1o ELEN
the tennie ol sy svanec el Chrsvian oineass oever, mdeed. onlees e definling
# s vios wrainat Lo attashe of arkier domeminn il xms,

Lip Ly meaapacile, seyers) genioe soijreetd aml 'l'|:'-|'ﬁ.|lh]L' denominsiions fabitu-
nlly met ue o different palivy. =i peeachicg. theie Hleaiasicnl journals, aml
wieir popelne Treees, nre cliaotsristically amd strungly secaar EbE Alaia ma
eompliint i mcs . We Bive ia o free coanloy, wliere wll cenmnioetiong, in e oye
of the eweil gaveneent, areral o pon s devel. My it dver cuunus b be sa ! Jbut
1hcke B & poant. Bepnns] wi ailine Bn ®espoet 1o oar peendinrities, ey be sene
surzhic, W are Lomnl tig e foonl corsolves wosjost '|.||.'\'II'|_'j;I|I.|‘;_I'I albinche,
Bl an® ramn sichies st For Uee side ol otbers, "B §s incumbsent on ws L sbuw o
awr ik ot who moy be inclined looeite with ws, thet we ~ have pot folliscd
iy deviscd Tzbles”

Uais, and vdis only, is the design of the fidloming Manaal. T & pof isieeded o
inveide the preciess, or assnil tha weanbere ol ol pelizisoe camosiiies s it
solely fior e naeraetion of Peeclvrariane s and (oosatisly thap thol the evetem by
whinle Ehy el is o wizkad, dsy Lcoughoul, touly prisitive ool apustolic,. Logui-
it wro Fraqusnlly mieds by yoong people and orkera ol cor denominaeion, why we
abiifior, ws Lo & variely of purticulacd, o soane ne chirehes. - T3 it swrong § ean it
be deemed inconsistent with the ol arpapokice Clristing ehinrivg, and peei dedi-
wuey, o provice Lonwannal ncogiol o opewes Viees oemicles ¢ Berely, dhis iea
debit which we gwe o ant chibleag. ¢ Proghvteriyn mingstecs ace selloan
licard o prvmsh v the wlisritios Ly which cur Leluwed and trelr seripraral
Clinaeels 18 distauguishe], Lrsre ceema to he the wiore prenriets in puering i the
lands of ynr yowihdal uod less instrooied memiors, & semoury ol e srswnsnre by
whiich Lhey may be cmabled v mnel the niineka, ool Bepal Uhe fosmos Lo, of i
u:lnuritﬂwmhipmu af Bret, whi cease ol Lo jueist that they aloow are envitied
1a the rharasaier of thee Loonches,

Eatvred neeording ta the Al of Copgress, oo the wen: 7835, Ly Te AL W,
BMibchedl, in che nffier of U Clerk of the Ligtrict Court, of the Fostesn District of
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PRESBYTERIANISNM,

CHAFTER T.

INTRODUCTORY REMAIES.

Tue Churech of God, i the days of e Apestles, as 1s
well Enown, was ool divided into dilceent denominsons,
Eoven then, indecd, there weee partics i the Choreh,. The
reslloss and sellish spirlt of depraoved buman wature soon
began, in diferent places w display itz unhallowed inlloence,
either in the form of judaizing cluims, philosophiesl specala-
tions, or twrbulent opposition w regular ceclesiusueul antho-
ritv. In the Chureh of Corinth, though planeed sad oo
tared by “the chiefest of the Jilt-uatle%, there worns factions
and troublusome members, who conesnded among themselves,
and s5id, one to another, * [ am of Paul, and I of Apollos,
and 1 of Cephas, aml L of Christ.” Sl the Church was
o, e s, 6 ]'ri:Hb:r'll:riLm1" "Episcnpali an,”" ¢ Con-

seationalist,” oo, &, wore unbnown, Al megqgu]g
Eilrﬁtl ans, Y thongh amny, were consiliered a3 one body in
Christ, and every one members one of another” e only
popular distinction then reeognized, a8 fur as the profissed
iollowers of Christ were coneerned, was between the Chueh
znil the heretics,

Nut long after the Apostolic age, when heresics had become
numerons, when each of shem cleimeid to belong to the Church,
and when eouvenience demanded the aldoption of some term
which might distinguish between s toue or orthodox Churech,
anl the various seets of ercoriste—ithe Litle of Catholic (or ge-
neral, as the term Catholie significs,) was applied 1o the
former ; while the latter were distinguished by varioos names,
derived either from the nature of their distinguishing opinions,
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or from the original suthors or promoters of those nj’nnnmﬁ.
Itis well known, insdeed, that the blinded and superstitious
followers of the Bishop of Rome elaim the tide of Catholie,
s Exu]u&ivelz,‘ npplh::—lllll’: wrthemselves,  In thelr own estima-
1ho, llw.:.-' are fhe Chureh, the nnf‘q troe Chureh, the Cathofic,
or daeteeranf Choreh ;) and all the other elasses of nominal
Christius, teovghoue the world, are herelics, out of the wa
of sulvation, This claim, however, in the estimation of a
enlightened Christiang, is as presumptuons as it 33 vain, That
department of nominal Christendom, instead of being the only
true (hurcl, is considersd by many 2s too {br gone in cor-
ruption o be comprehendled under the Christiam name at all ;
ami instead] of there being no salvation out of her communion,
the danger of eternal perdition 18 rather o those who are
frroend 'u.lthlrl her pale, Tt is nod |_"uul1l:~{1 s r,:i_l that thers
AT ALY E:mm-i individuals wichin that pabe s bt 10 3s believed
that fhi-}' we Pl.H.I'-L"d. 01 Erremskees de |]1|ra11]:|' undavourmbic
to their growdh in graee 3 wd that the mu]]thm]us arpund them,
in the same esmmoanion, are iminersed in darkness, supersti-
tion, and dreadful ereor, which plice them i e utowoest
jeopardy of eternal perdition. This iz that & Antichrist,™
that *= Aanr of sin," and ¢ Son of Peedition,” who exalweth
himself above 2l thatis ealled God, and who 12 vet 1o be * de-
siroved with the breath of Jehovah's mouth, and with the
brightness of his coming.”

Mo particular denomination of Christians s now entitled to
be eallead, h}' way ol einencs, the Catholin, or aniversal
Clurch, There are Clurches, edesd, which bear o nesyer
resernblanes 1o e .#pl‘.-'-.[cl]'ll ab model than others §oand which
deserve w Le fay :mn*hh ﬂlalnlgulshf'{l i the list of Chnstian
communities. But the vizibie Cathalic Cloreh i made ap of all
those theoughout the world, who profesa the tre religion, -
gether with thelr childeew. "The Preshvterian, the Congre-
rationalist, the Methodist, the Daptist, the Episcopalian, the
ludv]wm.mt wha hold the fundamentals of our holy religion,
1 whatever part of the globe they may reside, are all mem-
birs of the same visible communty § anl, it they be sincere
beliovers, will af] Einu]l_:,' he made p:,a,rl'.lks:ru of 1= elerpal
bileszings, I'I'hL:J{ erurninoly ol eed, all 11.'ur.~'.|1i5| lﬂg:;'timr n
the swme solemn usq-:ﬂnhl:,', eyver if lIH::,' W d'm]mam] K1)
do =0, A p]naiuﬂ :irn|mEEi1r'Lr|li|-' fochids 3t and, in may
cases, prejudice wnd folly widely seperate those who ought to
e entirely united.  Sdll, in spite of all the sects and names
by which professing Christians are divided, there iz a visible
Church Catholic. 'I'heve is a precious sense in which the
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whale visible Chuech on earth is e, Al who + hold the
Head,"" of course helong to the body of Christ. Those who
ave united by g ol prnf‘u:—'slnu fe the sme divine Saviour ;
who embrace the same precious fath; who are swpetified by
Ut same epivity; who eat the aume spirial meat § who dreink
the snme spiritnal drink 5 who repose el rejoice o the same
promizes ;oand who are travelline to the same eeemnal rest—
are surely ene body :—oene in o sense move vichly significant
and valuable than ean be ascribed to millions who sustein and
bosst o mere nominal relation,

Bt while we thuz maintain the doctrine of the unity of
the vistble Choreh Cathedie . and winfe we rejeaee i Lhe
aseured hebiel, that secstarian TG, they wime unknawn
i thee Apastolic e, :I.h:-'1.- will he unknown SR the
meinbers of the Redeemers gmrlfu 1 Timly 3 still, in wlris tili-
Lt s |.|.E'I lhﬂ-rlﬁ - ]'l"l.Th.llI.:lH1 pol nie H'I\r 1]1||rl]l] ]]
and f:‘plm’.thlf‘. a separation which o wferes st lIl?EI!|l|:r'
with the eotmnunion ol saintz, and which lamewtebly o
those precionz opportunities of proximity wnd Inlercourse,
which oo often, alaz ! hecome incentivez o contention aud
gfrife, rather thon to Christian love.

Amidsl thiz diversity of seets and nomes, it becomes, Lo
svery intellizmt and conscientions Cheistion, o most interesting
11m-=1m:ll1—-"-’|-' hich of the various denominations which bear the
e o Chiristinn Chireles, may be consilered se approaching
pearesl o the New Testurent model 7 YWe ibﬂgll}';acl{nnu'ledgf,
idend, ws Churches af Cheis, all whe held the fundanentals
of our holy religion, and consiler it as pur duty 10 love and
b e as sueh ; caredully wvoiliag all treatment of them
that wends 1o the imecemee of sorife amd division, aml that is con-
trary o 4 godly edilymge." Sl ibeannot be doubeed, by any
rational man, that seme mee of these denominudions 13 nearer
to the Apostolic madel, az a Chucch of Clicist, than any of the
rest.  Which of the whale number this iz, i= 9 most seons
question in the view of every ooe who wishes we koow the
will of Christy and who desires 10 e found wallkine in that
way which was trod by inspived Apeostles, and in whicl they
left the Clurch harmoniously walking, when they reascd
feom their lahours,

It 15 the siveere belief of the writer of these pages, that
the fresbyterion Charek, as it now extss in these United
States, cotirely uneonnected with the eivil government, and
taking the u'unl of Gl as itz only infallible rule of fth
amd practiee,” I8 more truly primitive and spoziolical in its
whale eonstitution, of doctrine, warship, ol order, than any

j'-r
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other Church, now on earth,  An humble attempt 0 evince
the teuth of this positon, will eceupy the following pages,

For the fulliinent of the purpose i view, I shall endeavour,
very briefly, to consider the fﬁ.ﬂﬂ'.l‘;' of Preshyterianism ; its
ductring, iw arider, v form of moverament ; its woerrslp ; and
its comperietine advanloges, [n each of these respects, unless
I wm decetved, it will be easy to show that it approaches
nearer than anv other Chrisiian denomination, 1o the Apos
toiical mode..

Ta prepare the way nuore :rlll.l:." lor The (—'Elﬁl.iill.g discussion,
itinay e proper oostate, Uist s are four distinet forms of
Cluwrel order, cach ol which elaiins @ seeiplural warrant; the
Papal, or s ‘.l]l'L"lL.'.l rrwrrr.:atﬂg-—-tim Fpseopual, or s]urllu'{lprr‘-
!mJ—Imlepr:nJem‘r ot spurineal dempseracy—ind Preshyte-
riatisi, or spivitaal repubficarisne,  The st aaintainiag
the necessity of vue supreme . undversal, Infallible Head of the
whole Christian botly thronghout the world, as the authorized
vicar of Olerist, Pl seepnd, |'.-:1]1rg,'||L5i1|_g {or an order of cleri=
el |m:|.'11::i-', oo the ranlo ol l_:m:lil_::u':.' minisiers ol the Gos-
pole wlie are abone, i their view, vmpowerel 1o crdain, and
without whoze presiling ageney, theee can he no regular
Choeeh,  "Ihe thied, holding . that all ecclesiastion] power re-
sides in the mass of the Uluareh members, and ol all wes of
ecciesiastical anthoriy are to be performed bmesediaely by
then, AW hale e the foursh and Iass place, Preshyterians be-
leve, st Clivist bas mode all minizters whe are sathorisod
Lo dispesse the word aad seeesinents, perlecly equal in ofieiad
tank wnd power: b i every Chrelt the fmmediate exer-
cize of eeelo=iasieal ST i I.:|.1' pflalll"ll.. et with the whole
mazzs of the ]'I'EI}]'.Ilﬂ-. bt with o ]Jl‘.-li} of hweir T L eseiianiivea,
siyled Eldess; and that the whole visible Clwreh Catholic, so
far as thewr denomination 13 concerned, 33 net only one in name,
but o wuiled by u series of assemblies of these sepresenta.
tives, aeting in the name, and by the suthority of the whole,
as Ly biwd the whisbe I:mdy Lni_Jretluﬁr ay one Uhuarch, 1.1.r._1_'lbm|g
by the =same pnuupli‘h of Tl mnul owder, and f,'n]unm]'ﬂ', yel
authoritative 5\ LL{AEE il '|11r the same aiy s it ruke and Tegm-
I:.nmu.

Creshiylerioaism, then, is 2 term whicl prinaeily refers to
Lin' form of Chureh sovermnent.  'That is o Presbyterian
Churel, in which the Fresbytery is the radical aud? enling
Judieatory 5 inowhich "Peaching and Ruling Presigters or Ei-
ibers, have commitied wthem the watch and eare of the whole
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flock ; in which all ministers of the word anl saeraments are
eiqual ; in which Rulm;; Eliders, g e represendatives of the
s np]e, form a part of all eeclesiastieal assemblies, and par-
tuke, in all anthoritative acts, equally with the "Tearhing Fl-
ders; and in which, by @ sevies of J1]I1!Ilf‘ doties, rising one
ahove another, each midividval chorele s veder the wateh and
eare of its approprizte judicatory, aod she whole body, by a
system of review amd coutral, is bound together os one homo-
geneous community.  Wherever this sysiem 12 found in ope-
ratign 1 the Chuech of Gaod, there is FPresfyterianism,
Theomgh there may bemneh Llnersm in ke names of the seve-
ral judicatories ; and thouph, in the minuter details of arrange-
menl, some variely may exist, still it is esseniinlly the same,
Thus the Reformed Churches in Ivance, Holland, Germany,
Switzerland, Seotland, and Gepeva, are all Presbywerinn, not-
TFlihEtﬂ.]ld]]lg BOME MINGT vETienes in s naines and ]"I'-.’g'ﬂlil‘
tions of their Judientoies. Wherever mnsterial parily s
the government of the choreh Ty Filders, instewd of the maes
of the commumicants ;3 aed U antbodanve onbon of choreloes
vmiler gourts of review wnd eonieol, are Tound, there we o
that eeelesiasticad system which it iz she objeet of e follow-
ing pages to explain and recommentl.

But althowgh the term Presbyvievian bas o primary referenes
to the form of Church government ; vet Presbyterizn Chuorches
were originally agrecd, and hove Yeen commonly, in all ages
apreed, in a variely of other matlers, which we helieve ave all
warranted by tha Holy Sevipines. btois o the whole system,
then, of doctrine, Fovernment, sml omode of \»urﬁhip. wihiiel
now distinguishas b | fresbyterisn Church in the L':nlln[
Siates, that the ateation of the reade T il thear pages 15 Tis
qmsh‘d and wlaeh; iv shall Te my ain to show, s st fieth
i the Word of God, e only infdlible mle of faith and
praclice.”

CITAIMIER 1L
HISTORY OF PRESRY TERTANTEN.

The essentinl principles of Preshyterian Church order were
of very early ovigin,  Those principles arve the suthoritative
binding of the whale Church together as one by ; and con-
ducting this government, not by the cntire ecclesiastical popu



