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INTRODUCTION

“Thou that singest wheat snd woodland,
Tilth and vineyard, hive and harse and herd ;
All the charm aof all the hMases
Often floweringe in @ lonely ward
P'oet of the happy Tityrus
Piping underneath his heechen bowers
Poet of the paet-satyr
Wham the laghing skepherd Lound with flowers”
TEXNNVSON,

“Throwghour the Mhddie Ages Virmd was a benehcent
wizard, o romange-writgr aml ono o sorcergr, his  name
recurring straneely among all the greatest nanes of
history or fable.  To the schiiarshio of the Renassance
he Lecame a poel ogait, bul sull Prionee of poets, still
with something of divine attribures.  JPor nz, wha inherit
from all these ages, be s the gathered sum of what to all
these ages he has been, Dt s a5 g voice of XNatuore
that he now appeals (o us most 3 as @ voice of one who
in his strength ool sweeiness i5 not too steadfastly
felicitous to have sympathy with Luman wenkness amd
pain.  Through the imperial rell of his rhyikm there rises
a note of all but intolerable pathos ; and n the maost
rolden fow of his verse he still brings us near him by o
faint accent of trouble.  This s why he beyond all other
poets 15 the Comnforters aml in the Jarkest times, when
the twrmoil within or aroucd us, cowfrese sonres urbis of
flletaddle wmurmny, seemMs 100 Freat o sgstain, we  may
still hear him saying, s Dante heand Sim in the solemn
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splendour of dawn on the Mowntain of Porgatory @ Y My
som, here may be agony, but not death; remember,
remembrer IP—J. W. MAackaIL.

Tue earhier and later Virgil of the FEolories
and the Georgres has never vel quite reached
his mark in English. It is easy {or a great
narrative and heraic poom, dealing with o con-
summate ¢pic theme, to trivmph over a foreign
tongue, [ 35 much harder for a set of select
pastorals, or for wrtings like the Geergoes, that
depend on the sece, imagsination, and style of
their writer, to be made really eftective and
idleally alive in translation.  ut in reading the
Awerd whelher i Drvdea’s or some more modern
version like Fairfax Taylors, F we have any-
thing at all of Teonwvsoa's sense of Virgll the
“landscape-lover " and lowd of language, ex-
pressed in hiz memorind lines, we are left with
an insatiable thiest for other vintages,  For there,
if we have learnt Lo be possessed by the golden
themp—-

® o falling, Komae arising,
Wars, and Nhial faitn, and Dide's pyre ;7

we are not less held by the spirit and individu-
ality of the poct,  Unce having formed our first
onecoming attachment to Viegil, we, his LEnolish
readers, must wish lo know him too in lus



