DR. MONTESSORI'S
OWN HANDBOOK.
[NEW YORK]



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649565573

Dr. Montessori's Own Handbook. [New York| by Maria Montessori

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



MARIA MONTESSORI

DR. MONTESSORI'S
OWN HANDBOOK.
[NEW YORK]

ﬁTrieste









DR. MONTESSORT'S
OWN HANDBOOK

BY
MARTA NTESSORI

ATTHOR OF ** THE MONTESMSOLL METHOD ' AND
" FENAROGGICAL ANTHEOPOLOGT

WITH FORTY-THREEE ILLUSTRATIONS

FREDERICR]. ATOEES COMPANY
FEBLIEHERS



Copyrighe, 1954, by

FREDERICK A. STOKES COMPANY

Al rights reserneed, Ineluding that of tramdation
raie foreign fawguager

)

@ May, 1914




TO MT DEAR FRIEND
DONNA MARIA AMARATNT
MARCHIONESS GUERRTERT-GONZAGA
Wi
DEVOTEDLY AND WITH SACEITICE
il (ENEERCUELY TPHELD
THIE WORE OF EDCATION REOTUGHT TO BIETH IN
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NOTE BY THE AUTHOR

As a result of the widespread interest that has
besn teken in my method of child edueation, certain
books have been issued, which may appear te the
genersl reader to be anthoritative expositions of the
Montessori system. I wish to state definitely that
the present work, the English translation of which
has heen sothorised and approved by me, is the only
anthentin mannal of the Montessori method, and that
the omly other anthente or authorised works of mine
in the Engleh [hognape are “The Montessori
Method,” snd * Pedagogical Anthropology”



PREEFACE

Ir a preface is a light which should serve to
illumine the contents of a volume, I choose, not
words, but homan figures to illustrate this little
book intended to enfer families where children are
growing nup. I therefore recall here, as an elo-
guent symbol, Helen Keller and Mra. Anne Sulli-
van Macy, who are, by their example, both teach-
ers to myself—and, before the world, living docu-
ments of the miraele in education.

In fact, Helen Keller is a marvellons example of
the phenomenon commeoen to all human beings: the
possibility of the liberation of the imprisoned
spirit of man by the education of the senses. Here
lies the basis of the method of education of which
the book gives & suceinet idea.

If one only of the senses sufficed fo make of
Helen Keller a woman of exceptional cnlture and
a writer, who better than she proves the potency
of that method of education which builds on
the senses? If Helen Eellor attained through
exquigite natural gifts to an elevated conception
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of the world, who better than she proves that in
the inmost self of man lies the spirit ready to
reveal itself?

Helen, clagp to your heart these little children,
since they, above all others, will understand you.
They are your yvounger brothers: when, with
bandaged eyes and in silence, they touch with
their little hands, profeund impressions rise in
their eonseionsness, and they exclaim with a new
form of happinesa: “‘I see with my hands.’’ They
alone, then, can fully understand the drama of the
mysterious privilege your soul has known. When,
in darkpess and in silence, their spirit left free to
expand, their intellectna! energy redoubled, they
become able to read and write withont having
learnt, almost as it were by intuition, they, only
they, can understand in part the eestasy which
God granted you on the luminons path of learning.

Marra MonTEssORT,



