THE OMING
OF CUCULAIN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649552573

The oming of Cuculain by Standish O'Grady

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



STANDISH O'GRADY

THE OMING
OF CUCULAIN

ﬁTrieste






THE COMING OF CUCULAIN



By the same Author.

The Cuculain Cyele.
f=Tir Cosing of CiovLacs,
1, =I5 Tilx GaTtTes oF Tne HoxTn.

11, —THE TRIUMFI AND Passixo oF Co-
CULATH,

Historreal Tales,

THE FLIGHET OF THE FacLe. The atory
of Bed MHugh O Donnell,

TLiiCK THR RRany, 4 histerical comance
ol the Elizabelban wars in lreland.

Modern Storres.
TRE ClaIN oF Goun. A bay's tale of ad-
vertpre G the west coast of Trelatd,

foar ox DoeCorpta, or 'Twizt Earth
AL (AT,




ey \ )

.II'I _;: .-"".'4..#!} :

| - ey,
PoTeans =

“IFAhe hov comes twow, ere [ can ehmn the dog,
verily lre will be torn inio smail pleces”




THE COMING
OF CUCULAIN

By

STANDISH O'GRADY

Anthor of

YINE TRIVETE AND FASSING OF CUCTLATN !
"IN THE GATES OF THE mORTH"
“THE ¥FLIGHT OFf THE XacLe ™

ETC.

NEW YORK:
FREDERICK A. STOKES COMPANY
PUBLISHERS



Frinied at
TUE TALROT PEESS, LTD.
BY Tolbot Sireel
Dekin



PREFACE 423

THERE are three great cycles of Gaclic literature.
The first treats of the gods ; the seccond of the
Red Branch Knights of Ulster and their contem-
poraries ; the third is the so-called Ossianic. Of
the Ossianic, Finn is the chief character ; of the
Red Branch cycle, Cuculain, the hero of our tale,
Cuculain and his friends are historical char-
acters, seen as it were through mists of love
and wonder, whom men could not forget, but
for centuries continued to celebrate in countless
songs and stories. They were not literary
phantoms, but actual existences; imaginary
and fictitious characters, mere creatures of idle
fancy, do not live and {lourish so in the world’s
memory. And as to the gigantic stature and
superhuman prowess and achievements of those
antique heroes, it must not be forgotten that
all art magnifies, as if in obedience to some strong
law ; and so, even in our own times, Grattan,
where he stands in artistic bronze, 1s twice as
great as the real Grattan thundering in the
Senate. 1 will thercfore ask the reader, re-
membering the large manner of the antique
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vi FREFACT

literature from which our tale is drawn, to forget
for a while that there is such a thing as scientific
history, to give his imagination a holiday, and
follow with kindly interest the singular story of
the boyhood of Cuculain, *' battle-prop of the
valour and torch of the chivalry -ef the
Ultonians.”

I have endeavoured so to tell the story as o
give a general idea of the cycle, and of primitive
heroic Irish life as reflected in that hiterature, lay-
ing the cycle, so far as accessible, under contri-
bution to furnish forth the tale. Within a short
compass I would bring before swift modern
readers the more striking aspects of a literature
so vast and archaic as to repel all but students,



