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SPEECH

HON. CHARLES 5. THOMAS.

TREATY WITH COLDMBIA.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Presldent, shortly after I became a Mem-
ber of this body a treaty whieh had been negotiated by the ad-
ministration of Preaident Taft with the Republic of Colombla
was laid before the Senate, That clreumstance provoked con-
siderable interest, both im the Senate and in the country,
In consequence of which I deemed If my duty to investigats the
clrcumetances which led up to and culminated in the formation
and recognition of the new Republic of Papame. During my
investlgation that treaty was withdrawn, and consequently we
did not pass wpon it

A subsequent treaty negotlated with the same Government by
Preaident Wilson wes then sent tp the Senate in place of the
one which hiad been withdrawn., Pending the consideration of
that treaty I prepared some observations upon the subject and
gave notice that I wonld present them to the congideration of
the Senate. Before doing so I was requested to posipone the de-
Uvery of the address for rensons which seemed to me at the thme
convineing. A second notice was followed by the same result,
although I then reluctantly consented to the request. Slnce the
death of former President Roosevelt I have regretted thatr I
consented to the postponement, because [ would have much
preferred to have submitted my remarks to the Senate durlng
his lfetlme. It will be recalled, however, that In the campaign
of 1012 Mr. Roosevelt, 85 a candidate for the Presidency, be-
came the victdm of a would-be assassin, whereupon one of his
competitors, Gov. Woodrow Wilson, announced that, owlng to
that unfortunate cecurrence, he would oot during Mr. Roose-
velt's disabillty discuss any goestions or propositions directly
affecting or concerning him. To that anncuncement Mr, Roose
velt responded In these words:

Whatever could with iruth and propriety have been n.ld lﬂlnll ma
apd my caose wag shot can with equal troth al
wkld againgt me m-w and it should be so #ald; and thl thiml tbal can
not be snld mow are Ineral:.r the things that ou; gbt not to have been snld
beLnrﬂel.ﬂ.EM. 1a Dot & contest about any man; it i & contest concerning
e

With the sentiment thus so well and so clearly expressed, I
am In the heartiest accord, and I feel therefore at liberty
to read to the Benate what I have prepared without change
either In substance or in expression. I might add, Mr. Presl-
dent, that T have had reason to expect that this treaty before
pow wounld have been lald before the Senate for Its considera-
ton, and it wae because of that expectation that I determined
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to apeak. The expected In this Instance hae not happened, and
owing to the brevity of the present sesslom 1t may not ceeur.
Nevertheless, the result of my efforts perhapa should be lald
before the Senate since thoese who in the future are to pass upon
thls very important subject may be thus relleved of the Burden
of much preparation that might otherwize ba reguired

No argument Iz needed to support the assertlon that a sin-
cere and cordial friendshlp between the United States and the
Latin Republica to the south of us ahould have been established
long age. Nor Is evidence needed to demonstrate that no such
sentiment murks their opinlon of our purposes, our policles, our
institutions, or their intercourse with va. Our warm expressions
of regard for them have not been reassuring; and our sel-
assumed guaranty of their political integrity has frequently
challenged their avowed distrust. They measure both by the
atnndards which we have ¢rected along the pithway of our na-
tiongl history, and estimate with some degres of nccuracy owne
precepts by our example. They have observed that with the ex-
ception of Alaska, the Gadsden purchase, and the purchase of
the Virgin Islunds, our exteasions of territory in Amerlea since
the announcement of the Mooree doctrine in 1823 have been
wrested from Mexico, from Spaoin, and from Colombla; that in
1898, while carefully assuring the world that we waged war
against Spain for Cuban independence, we did mot hesitate to
shsarh bher remaining territories. They have been dizturbed
by our militery cecopation of Ban Domingo, of Nicaragun, and
of Faitl, by the eagerness of our ¢itizens for concesslons in Cen-
tral and South America, and by our acquisition of the Philip-
pines, In violation of a Tandamentu! postolate of the Monroa
doctrine. These progreszive instances of territorial expanslon
have tended to confirm thelr suspleion that pur magnanimous
guardianship might mask a plan of aggression; that our lvely
apprehension of thelr forelgn colonlzation might be a pretext,
eoneealing our own designs for territorial expansion. Hence our
attitude, whose sincerity has more than once been demonstrated
by our actions, has Insplred them with no sense either of ap-
preciatlon or of securlty; while seme of the natlons against
whose politieal designs we have safeguarded them. have largely
monopelized their mmrkets and occasionally influenced their
national polleies. :

Bome years ago the senior Senator from Massachusetts ex-
pressed a bellef that we were belng looked upon with 8 mizture
of dread and {1l will in South America. This impreasion shortly
afterwards recelved siriking confirmation in the address of D,
Freos, the president of the Museo Soclal of Buenos Alres, at the
banquet in honor of Col, Roosevelt upon the eccasion of hils visit
to that clty. Dir. Freos cordially but henestly outlined the real
sentiment of Bouth Awmerles In words evidently selected with
careful deliberatlon. He said:

There 15 a1 dominating fact In all Bouth Amertm It 1= a manifest
and undenlabls fact, and it would be & error to my mind &0
attempt fo silepce or even to dl nlse 1L hlu fact gentlemen, 1s that
there exists a deep sentlment nehmslon whlﬂl distiurba Bpanish
iAmm-lm l.lll;l inspires Ilt' wlth rec'lnrlmm. caual n,gd tﬂﬂl?r&zﬂlﬁﬂﬂll’
nEtinetively, to 1ra art, from I un ar o ng
light and pomr eeutnllned m the morth of tﬁm The egtab-
lishment of United Btatea interests in Spaniah .Ln.or:lcn In fonred, be-
cause it i@ feared that they may lncite snd cause intervention, whichk
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no people can ae with good will. Buch & fear holds it back from
I::lrrreh open and friendiy rﬂlllnnuhlp with the great npatisn on the

Cai. mvult the natlona of Latln America will not feel nt thelr

eape 80 lomg they do not rest io the serurily thei no mester may
arise from thnm eltie:r from wlr_'hin without, aml that no aoe, no
matter where b may come fro may p}nm in dnngﬂ- thelr In ttsﬂtr
or their Ipdependence and mvmizntr,

The evident Inspiration for this historic otterance upon such
an ocraslon wae the Roosevelt'an Latin-American pollcy, ns ex-
emplified by the eplsode of the Panama Canal. Before that
event one element of warimth pervaded the unkindly atmosphere
of South American opinion. It was qulckened by the faect that.
throughout our history we had serupulously ebserved our
treaty obligations. The written word of the Nation bad been
its bond, No tarnish rested wpon it. Adminlatratlons came
and went, party succesded party in goevernmental control, the
fires of Civil War flamed fo the skies, and buttiing sections
Joatled ench other itke colllding planets, but the Natlon's bonor
euffered no reproach. Under the shelter of such an influence
digtruet could not permanently endure. The prospects of an
ultimate rapprochemente between the United States and the
nationg of Central and South Ameriea at the beginning of the
year 103 were not unpromising. Through the agency of the
International Bureau of American Republics, precursor of the
Pan Amevican Unjon, we are establishing closer relationz of
confidence and esteem. A real sentiment of continental Amer-
franism was within the range of early possibilities. An era of
good feeling was teking definite outline pnd Pan Americanism
seemed to be slowly rising above the level of the southern
horizon.,

These conditions were rudely Interrupted In the autumn of
1808 by a vaudeville insurrection in Panama, swiftly followed
by its secession from Colomble, its official recognition by the
Amerlcan Government, the estnhlishment of diplomatic rela-
tons with the mew politlcal entity, and the negotlation of a
canal treaty with the junts asseming to represent if, by which
the Unlted States, In eonglderation of the sum of $10,000.000 in
gold, aequired the Panama Canal Zobe ln perpetuity, This ac-
tion of onr Government, ostensibly based upon the rejection by
Colombia of a convention deslgned to accomplish the same pur-
pose, seemed to disregard pot only the most obvious pripeiples
of International law but our =olemn treaty obligations assuined
in 1848, and scrupulously observed for 57 years, by whose
terrus the Unfted States had In conslderation of most valuable
concessigns solemnly guaranteed to Colombia the perpetual
soverelgnty of the Isthmus,

Latin America held lts breath in amazement ; the Aagrancy of
our conduet taxed their credullty and our own. Then followed
& revelntion of the humilinting detalls. Awerica hed not only
recognized and extended her protection to & State in rebellion
against the centrul Government ; she had encouraged, If indeed
she had not fostered, the insurrection. She had foreibly pre-
vented Colombla from lending troops upon her own soil for the
vipdleation of her own sovereignty, Her prompt and. répeated
protesits were disregarded. 8he wag branded by the President
88 a blackmailer among the patlons, whose infamons conduet in
rejecting a treaty Justified both the revolt of one of her constit-
uent commonwealths, and his prompt recogoitlon of §f. She
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lnvolted our treaty obligations and confronted the extraordinary
assurance that our action toward Panama was in conformity
with them, Too weak to resent the affront, she appealed to our
gense of justice. SBhe beseeched us to arbitrate her claims for
restitution, hut her remoenstrances and her appeals have been
alike unheeded.

This affront was not to Colombin alone. She was the vietim.
Her territory was invaded by a friendly pation and partitioned
over her protest. Bhe alone demanded reparation, but every
Government south of the Rio Grande was aroused in just
resentment. As we had violated the sovereignty of Colombla, o
might we outrage theirs when our Interests or our policies
required it. As we had rewarded rebellion and created repob-
lirs in Colombia, so might we also spread sedition among thelr
peoples with 1ike result, Asg we had thrust aside our freaty
obligations with her, so might we treat theirs as scraps of
paper. As we had Izonored our eft-repeated recognitions of inter-
national comity and torn a weak but friendly Republic apart,
0 might they encounter the snme fate when the Cologsus of
the North should will it, To them our tributes to. freedom
and our ostentaticus rvegard for the rights of small nations
and weak peopies sounded Nke the essence of national hy-
pocrisy.

Mr. President, this great Republic is the lust and best citadel
of democrney, It has waged war with the mightiest militery
power the world ever knew that the institutions and the bless-
ings of popular government may oot perish. It needs the sup-
port and welcomes the friendship of every oation, espectally
those of the Western Hemisphere, The power whose unspenk-
able misconduct compelled the United States to draw the
sword hos deliberately and repeatedly affronted the principal
Republics of Sopth America. They feared Germany as we did
not. They had long been selected by her for political domina-
tion, and she would have overrun them had the Allies falled to
overcome her. These rountries know this better perhapg than
we do. Many of them severed diplomatic relations with Ger-
many, but, with the exception of Brazil and Cuba—the former
peopled and roled by a population descended from the Portu-
guese—and one or two Central American countries, they 4id
not declare war againgt her. We do not fully know why, but
we can well conjecture. They hated Germany, but they were
not sure of America. They had no love for awtocracy, but
they distrusted a great demoecracy whose practices did not
always square with its principles. The devil was to them no
moere attractive than the deep sen, and between thes® alterns-
tives they did little in the world's great conflict. I fear their
attitude will not change until we do justice to Colombia.

Pan-Germanism, a far more sinister foe to the Alijes than
the legions of the Kaiser, may no looger inoculate the southern
coptinent with its deadly poison. But the removal of this evil
does not mean the establishment of confidence and respect for
Amerjen, The suspicions of the Latin survive and may be fed
fat by the German protagonist, defeated but not wholly dls-
armed, partly with the facts of history, partly with the fictions
of his own creation; and it may well be that if the process be
not Interrupted some of our peighbora may glve substantial
commercinl suceor to the defeated Teuton lest we may wax too
great and powerful for their welfare.
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FEapecially In Colombia might such results develop. Bhe has
not forgotten, and until her grievance is heard and adjusted
sgbhe can not forgive our wanton assault upon her sovereigniy.
© Bhe has crystallized the outrage down to its most trivial inci-
dent upon the tablets of her memory, Bhe has written the facts
into her eurriculums, The children in her schools are taught
the story of Panama, which they treasure in their memory.
Natural resentment towsrd America and desire for ultimate
justice are part of the national consciousness. The one blot
on our esculcheon iz the wrong we did to Colombia in 1903

Mr, President, if we have wronged Colombin, we should make
due reparation. If we bave done her mo injustice, the world,
and especinfly Latin America, should know it as speedily as It
can be Ilmparted through the processes of governmental pro-
cedure or by & court of arbitration, And we need the friend-
ship of the entire hemisphere, whose estrangement we ¢go neu-
tralize by redressing the wrong, If wrong there be.

I have been so impressed by the conditions thus mrperrecﬂ;r
ocutlined that I bhave given them & patient and, I trust, an
impartial consideration. I have reviewed the facts regarding
Panome as disclosed by official hearlngs, documents, and re-
ports, I have reread contemporanecus and aubsequeut, articleg
written by men of high positiom, and presumably familier with
the suybject, assalling and uphelding Amerlea’s part In the
formative processes of the Republle of Panemwa ; and I am com-
pelled to affirm that our conduct in that unforfunate ..falr is
without Justification and therefore indefensible, 'The only
comfort one gathers from the shameful and sordid story is that
it fnds no precedent in our history. I trost that we may soon
acknowledge our fanlt and make some reparation, lest It again
be some time as it has been invoked to shelter or justify assauit

upon the iotegrity of some weak and helpless natlon,

The performance of this insistent duty, not alone
because of [ts Justice to Colombla and to ourselves as well but
because of its immediate snd permanent benefit to our polltical
and cornmercial future, now of all times most desirable, must
be mwy excuse for & rapid review of the principal facts revealed
by the “ &tory of Panamsa "—one of the most Intereating and
valoable documents ever glven to the public. In dolng this
I ghould at the outset remind the Senate that the most im-
portant lesson teught us by the Spanish War, end particulariy
by the voyage of the Oregon from San Francisco to Cuba, was
the Imperiouz necesslty of & shorter routz betweesn the oceans,
to secere which & canal aeross Nicaragea or the Isthmus shoald
be conatructed and owned by the Government. Preliminary but
exhagative Investigations theretofore made had demonsirated
the superiority of the Nicaragoa route, to which both the great
polltical parties upoequivocally committed themselyes In thelr
platforme of 1808,

Fifty years earller, and immediately following oar acquisl-
tlon of Califormis. mccess to which was then possible around
the Horn, our Government negotlated a treaty with New
Granada to be * religiously observed ” while in force, It was
mads on our inftiative in 1848, By the terma of artlcle 35 we
secured free transtt of goods and passengers Acrods the Isthmus,
together with freedom of all Grapadan ports om both its
consts. This immensely valueble concession wes guaranteed to
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