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PREFACE.

To the young friends of Tom and Mary, who
were told that the third velume offered for their
peruzal, would r:m::i:le-te the * Bunny Hour Sto-
ries,” an apology i due for the neeessity which
will compel the reading of a fourth book. That
iz, if they would follow themn through their wan-
deringz and adventures in the South, back to the
sweet, simple home where their life’s morning,
with its sunny houre, dawned.

Fiction has a fairy land, beautiful at times to
the funeies which wander theongh it, but offering
no foundation on which the smallest foot can
stand.  Truth is as wide as the universe, firm as
a mountain, real as God himself, and is 4 mine
of untold wealth to all who will delve for it. In
this little book, T offer you a share of the golden
grains which Mary gathered in her first flight
from the home nest, pledging vou, ina short time,
“pick and choice” from Tom's more valuable

hoard,
Yours, in full sympathy,
' N, E.

Hanwisnurg, July, 1567,
(ifi)
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ON THE WING,

CHAPTER L
THE FIRST STEAMBOAT RIDE,

ASSENGERS for Detroit take boat
here " sang out the conduetor, as he
opened the door of the ladies' car, which
with the rest of the train had just entered
the depot at Cleveland. The group near-
est him formed a picture at which ke took
a hurried but second look, before he repeat-
ed his notice. On one slip sat a portly
negro woman, known to the little party of
which she was a member, as Manm Sarah.
Around her browd shoulders was closely
pinued ashawl, yellowaga pumpkin, Upen
her head was a starched cotton turban, in

gize and shape much resembling a sugar
(7)



