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PREFACE

Since the following pages were written a book entitled
The Education of the Wage-Earners, a Contribution toward
the Solution of the Educational FProblem of Democracy, by
Thomas Davidson, has been edited by his student-friend,
Professor Charles M. Bakewell of Yale University, and pub-
lished by Messrs. Ginn & Company. It is a distinctive
memorial of Davidson's work, especially in the closing years
of his life; but it does not render the present volume inop-
portune, nor does it in any way supersede it, Both have the
same end in view, namely, the memorialization of the life and
work of a very remarkable man, — rare at any time, and more
especially rare as the years advance, —a unique teacher of
the nineteenth century, who sowed seed which is even now
yielding a rich harvest,

It may be well to state in a paragraph what Mr. Bakewell has
done in his little book for the memory of our common friend.
He first gives a comprehensive introductory sketch of David-
son and his philosophy. He then inserts an address on “The
Task of the Nineteenth Century,” given by Mr. Davidson be-
fore the Educational Alliance of New York in 18g8, and first
published in the Juternational fournal of Ethics in October,
1gol. His third chapter contains a very interesting state-
ment, also by Mr, Davidson, on “The Educational Froblem
which the Nineteenth Century hands over to the Twentieth™ ;
while the fourth contains «The History of the Experiment.”
His fifth chapter is, however, by far the most valuable in the
volume. It is entitled + The Underlying Spirit (of the experi-
ment) as shown by the Weekly Letters to the Class.” From
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viil THOMAS DAVIDSON

May, 1899, to August, 1900, the teacher wrote to this class,
from his temporary home at Hurricane in Essex County,
some thirty letters, in which he discussed many a problem
in the philosophy of Ethics, Scociology, and kindred subjects
with almost conversational ease, full of genuine insight and
instructiveness. They are remarkable letters, many of them
composed when the writer was a great sufferer.

I have prepared this volume on lines somewhat parallel to
the biographies or memoirs of others with whose lives it has
fallen to me in past years to deal ; namely, Wordsworth, Prin-
cipal Shairp of St. Andrews, Professer Nichol of Glasgow,
and Minte of Aberdeen, as well as other nineteenth-century
Scotsmen. The method adepted in the volumes devoted to
these men is even more necessary in the case of this wander-
ing scholar and peripatetic teacher. I think it is impossible
for any one man to deal adequately with a character so com-
plex, an individuality made up of many various clements, if
he merely collects estimates, and mingles them together into
an offa-podrida of his own. I have, therefore, given a num-
ber of estimates, or characterizations, by friends from opposite
points of view —a serics of mental photographs or appraisals
of the man — and have allowed these, in their separateness,
to tell the story of his life and work.

As I have bad occasion to remark elsewhere, critical biog-
raphies — in which the biographer obtrudes —are objection-
able, while those in which he dominales are unnecessary ;
and so in this volume the letters of the author, his essays and
papers, with the estimates of those who knew him in varicus
relationships -—in many cases curtatled, and their superfluitics
removed —are left to speak for themselves. It is my belief
that this plan will be more useful than a formal biography
would be, and quite as interesting to those who read it. The
reminiscences of various friends, and estimates taken from
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different points of view, often give a much more vivid idea of
a man and his life work than a continuous narrative of events
could do; and, although there may be a few repetitions in
these sketches as they refer to different periods and occa-
sions, a substantial unity will be discernible underneath the
variety that is inevitable.

Many have wondered why Thomas Davidson remained so
long a wanderer, the travelling teacher-friend, instead of set-
tling down within university precincts as the honored in-
structor of an existing school. T believe that in this he followed
the guidance of an inward inatirct, which directed him from
his earliest years. There was a curiously independent ele-
ment in him, which found its symbol in the national Scot-
tish thistle, Newmo e fmpune focessi?. He could not work
in the prescribed rule or routine of cther minds; and =g
perhaps, he could never have submitied to academic [ctters
which were not of his own creation, With supcrabundant
energy ever welling up within him, he preferred to be not
exactly a free lance, but a vbiguitous inspirer of the lives of
other people in many various directions ; and so he became a
puzzle alike to his liberal and to his conservative friends. He
was not more of a mystery to those he occasionally met in
his travels than he was to his coadjutors in public social work,
whom he could not bring into complete sympathy with his
own ideals, A curnous story 15 toid of his once being at
Domadossola in the company of three men, a Frenchman,
a German, and an Italian, and of his speaking all three
languages so fluently and casily that each man mistook him
for a fellow-countryman, [If this was a sign of wide culture,
it did not imply any lack of concentration in thought. David-
son saw the best things in all the systems that had been
evolved, but indiscriminate mental wandering was distasteful
to ham.
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In a brief preface I can say little more of the man whom
I had long ago to address in the old pathetic words, frafer
ave, afgue vale; it is enough to leave this mermoerial volume
as It now stands to tell its own tale as best it may.!

1Ile| K

1 As orginally written this book contained chapters giving a full anatytic
synopsis of Themas Davidsan’s books on Fhe Mestdensn Friese and Prode
gomena fo Tennypron's * S Memoriam " hia letters to the Breadwinners' College
in Mew York, a detailed account of his teaching a: Glenmore, and extracts from
zome of hia forgotien concributians to newspapers and magazines. Indeference
ta the opininn of my peblishers that it was inexpedient “to include abstracts
of works which were in print and might be consotied by those intercsted,” L
have agreed to suppress the greater parl of these chapters, although my judg-
ment was in favor of their appearance. They have been pressrved, however,
in their original farm, and I shall be rlad to cend them {0 sny readers whe may
wish to know more of the life and wock of the “ Wandering Scholar” —W. K.



