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THE compilation of the following Memeir was sug-
gested to me by David Douglas, Esq, who favoured
me at the same time with three of the letters of
Lady Balcarres here printed. These had originally
been discovered by Mr. Vere Irving among the rich
stores of correspondence left by John Duke of Lau-
derdale, and now preserved in the British Museum ;
and T am indebted to that gentleman for the use of
transcripts made by him from other of her letters
existing in that serles. Two letters at pp 49, 70,
were communicated to me several years ago by the
courtesy of Richard Almack, Esq. of Melford, Suf-
folk. The letter to Laoderdale, printed at p, 63, was
the only one of Lady Balcarres’ writing that I had
seen when I published the “Lives of the Lindsays”
many years ago. The letters of Sir Robert Moray
to Alexander Bruce, Earl of Kincardine, which have
supplied me with some interesting details, and which
are the property of Professor Innes, were communi-
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cated to me by Mr. Douglas, with the owner's kind
permission, at the same time with the letters above
mentioned. The present Memoir is thus much
fuller than that given in the “Lives ;" and it includes
also many details respecting the life of the heroine
while the wife and widow of Archibald Earl of
Argyll, which would not have found an appropriate
place in that work.

My acknowledgments are due to the present Sea-
forth for permission to engrave the portrait of Lady
Balcarres, preserved at Brahan Castle. The task has
been executed with fidelity and skill by Mr. Cooper,
of 188 Strand, London,
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NNA Countess of Balcarres, and afterwards of Arpyll,
the subject of the following Memoir, was the daughter
of Colin, surnamed Ruadh, or the Red, Earl of Seaforth,
chief of the great Highland clan of the Mackenzies, by
Margaret Seyton, danghter of Alexander Farl of Dunferm-
line, Chancellor of Scotland under King James I. She was
the wife successively of Alexander Lindsay, Farl of Balcarres, -
the husband of her youth, who died in exile in 1659, and of
Archibald, the virtuous but unfortunate Eatl of Argyle, be-
headed in 16835, whom she married when in the decline
of life. Bom durng the early and happier spring of the
seventeenth century, her days extended over the stormy
summmer of the Great Civil War, the chequered autumn that
succeeded the Restoration, and the Revolution of 1688 ;
and she even survived that culminating epoch of the cen-
tury for very mearly twenty vears, She was actively con-
cermned, through her two husbands and her children, in
many of the important events which occurred during that
long interval. And her noble qualities of head and heart
rendered her the object of the admiration and attachment
not only of her own family but of several of the wisest and
B



