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Tae life of Eelavens, a princess of Georgia, who
puffered martyrdom during the reign of Abbas the
Gireat, is one of the many instanees of fruth that is
“giranger than ficdon.” Her story s teld by that
anlightened , and imstruetive traveller, Chardin, who
vigited Persis and the Cancasus in the years 16870-T2,
and whose authority 1a wniformly respeeted by sub-
sequent travellers and hietorisnn. Ha gives an cutline
of Cireassian history, from the fime of the eonguest of
Georgia by Tsmail Hooffee, the fonnder of the Booffavean
dynasty, in the middla of the filteenth century, down
to the period of his wisit. This history iz one con-
tinnons narrative of persecution. Christianity appears
to have existed smong the Cagvcasian tribes from the
earliest Christian times ; but it was mixed up almost
mniformly with s speeies of paganiem. And even
where the pricsts had most influence, their ohject was
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less to regulate the faith and life of the people than to
maintain the nominal universelity of their Church.
Cherdio says thet they told him they “do not maintain
their embassies for any henefit which they reap, but
merely for the glory of the Church.” Yet, without
sty vitality of faith, the GGoorgiane resisted temptation
and persecution ; and, in the daye of Abbas the Great,
the people wers allywed to worship God sccording to
their creed.

It iy ainguler that doring all these apes of perse-
eution, and while Christisnity existed orly in name,
the Porsien kings mnever succeeded in erecting a
mosque in Georgia, excopt one, within the fort; and
then the priest never showed himself but omce, to eall
the people to prayers, he having hecn grecied by &
shower of stones when he made his appearance. In
& short fime popolar zeal tore down the building.
Thess circwmstances induced Abbss to extend to
Georpia that freedom of conscience which he boasted
was vne of the privileges of his relgn. The roling
prince was mlone exeepted : it behoved him to profess -
the Mahomedan faith. The Princess Kelavene, who

" had been brought up a {Thristian, succeeded to the
priocely dignity on the death of her father and her
hushand, but refused to sceept it on the condition of
chenging her fuith. No threst could overcome her
reaclution ; and, according to Chardin, the Bhah who
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would neither retract his commands nor allow them to
ba evaded, sent orders to the Governor of Bhiraz to
make her & convert at any cost. The Governor
omitted nothing to overcome her conetancy. Ho made
her auffer pight years’ fesrful persecution, by so much
the more cruel that he renewed hor tortores overy day
till sho died af last on flaming conls, in the year 1624,
Her body was thrown to the birds of the air; but the
Auguatines epuveyed it seoretly, to the young prines,
her pon.

Buch iz & swnwmary outline of Chardin's scocunt of
eventa which ccenrred within the memory of living
men ot the peried of Iis sojusrn in the country; aod
to hie narrative, and the facts contained in tha genersl
history of the time, the Author of the following story
of the Princess Kelavane has done his best in the main
to adbere.
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Exow ya the story of (meen FKelavane?
Bhe was no danghter of the daye of joy;
Her tears were countless es the stars of heaven
The radiaot beanty and the quesenly grace,
That glorified the morning of her years,
Were sighed away in sorrow long ere noon.
The fervonr of her solitary faith,
That burn'd like some lone beacon of the res,
With no kind netghbourtioed of hopeful hearts,
Kept shining through the tempest all vight long,
Until it faded in the dawn of hexven.
And go it was, becauss she stood alone
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