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HERVE RIEL.

L

On the sea and at the Hogus, sixtsen hondreod ninety-two,
Did the English fight the Frenoh,—woe to0 France!

And, the thirty-first of May, helter-skelter throagh the blug,
Like a crowd of frightensd porpofses a shoal of sharks paraue,
Unme erowding ship on ship to Baint-Malo on the Rance,

Wiih the English fleet in view.

IL

"Twas the squadron that escaped, with the vietor In full chass;
First and foremost of the drove, in his greay ship, Lamireville ;
Cloge on him fled, great and small,
Twenty-two good ships in all ;
And they aignalled $o the place
 Holp the winners of & rece]
(lat na guidanca, %‘i’s us harboar, t:l'lm us guick —or, quicker skill,
Here's the English Can and W]ll

III.
Then the pilots of the plase put out brigk and leapt on board ;

“ Why, what hope or chance have ahipa like these to pass? " langlied they:

“ Tiocks to starbosxd, rocks to poti, ail the paseage scarred and scored, —
Skall the * Formidable * here, with har twalve and eighty puns,
Think to make the river-month'by the single narrow way,
Trust to enter—where *tia ticklish for a craft of twenty tons,
And with flow at fall beside ?
Mow, 'tis elsokest ebb of tide.
Beach the mooring ! Bather say,
While rock stands or water runs,
Not & ship will leave the bay !

v,

Then was called & council straight.
Drief and bitker the debate :
“ liere's the English st our haels ; wonld you hma them take in tow
All thet's lefi s of the flest, linked togetlior atorn and bow,
For a prige to Plymounth Sonnd ?
DBetter run the ghips aground I "
“ Not » minute more to wait |
Let the Captains all and each
Bhove ashore, then blow np, barn the vessela on the beneh !
France muat undergo her fate.

V.

“ (}ive the word ! " But no sush word
‘Whas aver spoke or heard ;
For up stood, for ouf abepped, for in siruck amid all these
—A Captain ? a Lieutenant ? & Mate—frst, second, third ?
No such man of mark, and maet
With his betters to competa |
But a simple Breton sailor pressed by Tourville for the floet,
A poor cossting-pilot he, Hervé Riel tha Croisickese.
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V1.

And “ What mockery or malice have we hare ¥ "' eriss Hervé Risl
“ Are you mad, yon Malouina ¥ Are you cowards, fools, or mgusu '
'I'al]: tameofmokaanﬂ shosls, me who took the soundings, tell
ra every bank, every shallow, every swell
’Twix 6 offing here and Gréve, whare ths river disembogues ?
Are you bought by Englizh gold ? Ia it love the lying'a for?
Morn snd eve, night and day,
Have I piloted your bay,
Fnterad frea and anchored fast & the foot of Bolidor,
Burm ths flest and ruin France? That were worse than fifty Hogusat
Bira, they know I speak the trath | Birs, belisve me there's a way |
Only let me lead the Jino,.
Make the others follow mine,
And I lead them, moeiand least, by a passage I imow well,
Right to Bolider past Gréve
And there lay them safo sad sonnd ;
And if one ship misbehave,—
—Kaal 80 mnoh as grata the groand,
‘Why, I've nothing bat my life,—here's w1y hoad | * cries Hervé Rial.

VIL

Not s minute more to wait.
# Bieor us in, then, small and great !
Take the helm, lead the line, save the squadron! ™ cried ite chicf,
Captains, give the pailor place !
He is Admiral, in beief.
£itill the north-wing, by God's grace,
Bee tha noble fellow’s face
Aas the big ship, with a bound,
Clears the entry like a hound, '
Eoepe the pasesage, ae its inch of way wera the wide sea’s profoand |
Bee, eafe through shoal and rook,
How they follow in a floek,
Not a ehip that mishahaves, not a keel that grales the ground |
The peril, seo iz past,
All are 10 the last,
And just ne Hervé Riel hollaa * Anchor | "—sgure se fate,
Up the Engliah come,—joo late !

¥IILI,

Bc'i‘lt;he sborm subeides to calm !
ey soe the grean trees wave
On the heighta o'erlooking Gréve.

Hearts that bied are stanched witls balm.
Out buarst all with one aocond,
4 This in Paradise for Hall|

Let Franoe, let Frence's King,

Thank the man that did tha mmgl T
What s shmlt, n.ud all one word,
“ Harvd Riel!"
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