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PREFACE

“Onreaxize the theatre!”™ Thus,
many years ago, wrote Matthew
Arnold, vainly enongh it we look to
the practical results, not vainly if
we look to the wisdowm of the words.
London has never organized the
theatre s how then should a pro-
vineial eity, even a eity like Man-
chostor, do so? The kind of organi-
zation present in the old stock
companies is gone. 1t was imperfect,
but there it was; and though the
revivals of Mr, Benson are a step in
the rvight path, being exhibitions of
fine art guarantecd in some measure
by local enthusinsm, yet they are
not enowgh. They are not enongh ;
they do not restore the regular
stage, “We may prophesy,” wrote
Theobald in 1726, *one Time or
another, that the Hust of Pando-
mimes will he a Salve for the Re-
covery of Dramatic Poctry.”  But
this end is not yet. We are assnred
that onr theatres ::;uuu:ﬂ_ live without



