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PREFACE.

Teesr is perhaps no part of the human body, not essential
to life, which is of morc importance than the tongue.
Placed as it is at the entrance to the alimentary tract,
piding in mastication and deglutition, endowed with the
special sense of taste, and taking a large share in those
modulations of the voice which constitute articnlate speech,
it is an organ which cannot be injured or diseased without
laying the patient under the most serious disabilities.

But, besides this, it i3 an organ which has been examined
from the earliest times as affording an index to the state of
the general health; and medical men have been in the
habit of inspecting it with the same regularity that they
have felt the pulse.

Yet, uotwithstanding the importance of the tongue in
the human economy, it has not received that amount of
minute study which it deserves. Its diseases have not
formed the subject of any special treatise in this, or—as far
as 1 have been sble to ascertain—in any other country ;
and the works which have dealt with its semeiology have
furnished us with nothing but the most general conclusions.

The sense of taste, and the part which the tongue takes
in the formation of speech, are briefly discussed in the
following pages. But these are guestions which belong to



