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Stlent = Sturdy — Fudomitadle —
Who wrested a Nation from the Sea —

THE seeds of perseverance planted
by thy people have blossomed and
borne fruit.

To-day a great city looks over the
waters which borc the ships of the
Dutch West India Company to the
coast of the New World.







Publisher's _Ngre

Twr idea that the early colonial set-
tler in New Amsterdam was a stout-
bodied soul, with a peaceful life and
a prosperous bouwerie, is as pictur-
esquely delightful as 1t 1s fallacious.
The struggle for very existenceofthe
Dutch colonists at the mouth of the
Hudson River, along its banks, and
at Rensselaerswyck {now the city of
Albany) was as severe and as strenu-
ous as among the Puritans of New
Lingland.

Perhaps there was no more critical
petiod of New World growth than
that inwhich the scenes of the follow-
ing story assert themselves. Wilhelm
Kieft, the governor of this frontier
settlementon Manhattan Island, al-
though aman of considerable encrgy
of character, was irritable, eapricious,
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